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Looking for help at the county fair   
One more time...we’re putting out a plea for a few more 

Hub Club volunteers before things quiet down for awhile. 
As the Hub Club has done in past years, we will again 

work at the Brown County Fair in exchange for free storage 
for our Bavarian Blast kitchen items under the grandstand. 

To do that, we have committed four volunteer bartenders 
for each of the following shifts at the fair’s Entertainment 
Hall Bar.  

Wed., Aug. 12—4:30-8:30 p.m. 
Fri., Aug. 14 —1:00-5:00 p.m.  

 If you can work one of these shifts, please contact 
Randy Schroeder at 507-353-7437 or rschroeder@frandsen-
bank.com. 
 The fair board actually suggested that we do 12 shifts, 
so if you can volunteer as a bartender, but neither of these 
shifts work for you, please contact Candice Stadick at can-
dice.stadickbcff@gmail.com to volunteer for one of the fol-
lowing shifts.  
 Wed., Aug. 12—8:30-11:30 p.m.   

Thurs., Aug. 13—1:00-5:00 or 7:30-11:30 p.m.            
Fri., Aug 14—8:00 p.m.-12 a.m.   
Sat., Aug. 15—4:00-8:00 or 8:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m.              
If you work one of these other shifts, please let Candice 

know that you are volunteering on behalf of the Farm City 
Hub Club. 

Thank you to our members for 
stepping up to help at all the 
events. We’re “through the 
worst,” but still have one more 
time where we’ll need volun-
teers. (See below left.)

 

Thank you, Hub Club members, for  
stepping forward to help at club events! 

 
Our club continues to be a visible  

organization that contributes  
to the community in so many ways.

SMYDS pancake 
breakfast,  

Bavarian Blast, 
Family Night on a 

Farm... 
it’s been a busy 

month for  
the Hub Club! 

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• No August board meeting 
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, Sept. 1, 5:15 p.m., 

Don Sanderson’s Office. 

Cash Wise Brat Stand report  
The Hub Club ran the brat stand at Cash Wise two days 

back in June. Organizer Mary Struss reported that our share of 
sales was $516.85. Plus, we received $75 in tips, making our 
total income $591.85. Even though we had to shut down Sat-
urday afternoon when we couldn’t find any workers, our sales 
income was up $67 and our tips were up $14 from last year so 
our net was about $90 more. 

Just as important is the PR that we receive from our visi-
bility in the community.  

Thank you to all who volunteered and to Mary Struss for  
coordinating the stand this year.



 2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors contact information   
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brian.fischer1960@gmail.com (Note new email) 
1st Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, July 7, 2026; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Brian Fischer called the Hub Club Board Meet-

ing to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, July 7 at 
5:15 p.m. Also attending were board members Ed Mages, 
Jenny Luepke, Shannon Hillesheim, Scott Waldner, Randy 
Aschenbrenner, and Ruth Klossner. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Luepke 
and second by Mages; motion carried. The minutes of the June 
meeting, as published and reviewed, were approved on a mo-
tion by Mages and second by Luepke; motion carried. 
Hillesheim presented the financial report which showed a bal-
ance of $6.083.24 in checking, $33,723.26 in a CD, and 
$20,191.89 in a PMM. Aschenbrenner motioned and Waldner 
seconded approval of the report; motion carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. None. 
Public Relations. None. 
Events. Discussed below.  

BUSINESS ITEMS 
Cash Wise Brat Stand. The stand closed early on Saturday 

as there were no volunteers for the afternoon. Board members 

suggested trying to get a Thursday and Friday next year. 
Pancake Breakfast June 27. Luepke reported that it went 

well for her first time. The crew worked through a few prob-
lems—new grills, having to put the grills outside, and blowing 
circuit breakers for the roasters/coffee pots. 

Pancake Grills Storage. Board members will make space 
in the storage shed. A board member will look into options for 
smaller tanks for the grills.  

Bavarian Blast. More volunteers will be recruited through 
emails. 

Family Night on a Farm. Plans are moving along. More 
volunteers will be recruited through emails. 

County Fair Workers. Will be recruited in the August 
newsletter. 

Celebration of Ag/Greenseam at the MoonDogs July 29. 
Club received an invitation; Waldner will look further into it.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m., on a motion by 
Mages and second by Waldner.  

The next meeting is Tuesday, September 1. (No meeting 
in August.)

Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

A message from our president, Brian Fischer
Time sure doesn’t stand still. Seeing the small 

grain harvest underway is a sign of the summer mov-
ing on.  

I want to thank everyone who offered assistance with 
Hub Club preparations for the Bavarian Blast and Fam-
ily Night on the farm. It takes a lot of work and organi-
zation. Hats off to all who were responsible for that part 
of the leadership. Thank you to all the volunteers who 
came out to set up and work. It is a true testimony of our 
organization’s willingness and commitment.  

Nice job, Ruth, on getting email notices out. Without 

those reminders, we would have been short of help. I 
must say thank you to both Bavarian and Family Night 
committees. Your leadership was awesome. 

And thank you to all the volunteers who stepped for-
ward to work both events. Having them in back-to-back 
weeks was a bit much, but we did it! 

There is no August board meeting with the next 
scheduled meeting being in September. Items on the 
agenda then will be Bavarian Blast, Family Night on a 
Farm, and our participation at the fair.  All are welcome. 

                    Brian 



Southern  
Minnesota Youth  

Dairy Show 
Breakfast

After over 27 years of service, Duane Laffrenzen, Vice Pres-
ident, Citizens Bank Minnesota La Salle Branch, will retire 
Thursday, August 20, 2026.  

Open houses will be held in honor of the occasion at two lo-

cations—Tuesday, August 18 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Citizens 
Bank La Salle Branch, 102 South Broadway, La Salle, and 
Wednesday, August 19, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the New Ulm 
Country Club.  

Hub Club member Duane Laffrenzen to retire from bank position

Brown and Nicollet County Fair 4-H helpers sought 
Looking for a fun way to support local youth? The Nicol-

let and Brown County 4-H programs are seeking volunteers 
to help with county fair judging. Whether you'd like to assist 
with a livestock show or serve as a general project judging as-
sistant, they'd love to have you join them. 

Volunteer opportunities are available through each 

county's online sign-up: 
• Nicollet County 4-H: z.umn.edu/NicolletVolunteers 
• Brown County 4-H: z.umn.edu/bcJudgingAssistant 
If you have questions or would like more information, con-

tact Kelsey Brandt at brand785@umn.edu for Nicollet County 
or Maddie Clarke at clar2867@umn.edu for Brown County. 

The “pancake crew” used the 
club’s new grills to serve the SMYDS 
breakfast Saturday, June 27.  

New events director Jenny Luepke 
got through a few problems with 
blown circuit breakers, new grills, 
and having to place the grills outside. 
Good job, Jenny and workers!



Bavarian  
Blast  

pre-event 
preparations

A good crew of Hub Club volunteers turned out to make Ger-
man potato salad at St. George Fellowship Hall July 14. An-
other crew did the sauerkraut July 9 but no photos were taken.

Wednesday, July 15 was set-up day at the fairgrounds. Food stand equip-
ment was moved from storage in the grandstand and set up in the tent.

Bavarian Blast thank you  
Thank you to the many Hub Club members who stepped up to 

help at Bavarian Blast. From setup, to serving during the Blast, to 
tear down, we had people willing to do the work. We had a success-
ful turnout and wouldn't have been able to do it without your help. 

A special thank you to Arline Klingler, Alma Forst, and Marie 
Guggisberg who led the charge in the kitchen to prepare the food. 
If you missed out this year, keep it in mind for next year (most likely 
July 15-17, 2027). Mark your calendars for good food, good music, 
and good fun.  

Many thanks! 
  Bavarian Blast Hub Club Committee, 

Marie Guggisberg, Garrett Freeman, Jason Schroeder,  
Scott Waldner, Ken Reckard, Brian Fischer,  

Annette Olson, and Kelsey Brandt 



Bavarian Blast 2026

These are just a few of the peo-
ple who helped. Not all crews 

were photographed. Thank you 
to those who sent photos  

from their shifts!

Thank you to our members and 
other volunteers (or “draftees”) 
who pitched in to make the Hub 

Club food stand a success! 



Bavarian Blast—Thursday-Sunday, July 16-19

Dear Members,  
I'd like to take this time to thank our club members for 

your help with Family Night on a Farm! Once again, it was 
a successful event, and it was made possible by our club 
members!  Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help. 
Your help is greatly appreciated! 

Thank you to the committee who worked diligently to 
put together a great event on behalf of the club. They are 
Steve (and Kerry) Hoffman, Ken Reckard, and Ruth Kloss-
ner.  Thank you to the sub-committee of Garrett Freeman 
and Mary Struss, who handled the picnic meal. 

We were blessed with wonderful weather, a nice-sized 
crowd of 665 people, and gracious donors and sponsors 
who helped to make the event a success. 

Above all, special thanks to Steve and Kerry for host-
ing this event on their farm. The location was perfect, and 
the proximity to New Ulm was ideal. Their farm was the 
perfect venue to help educate our “city cousins” about agri-
culture and agribusinesses. We received great feedback 
about the event, and many participants stated they would 
like to come back to join us in the future.  

If you have any suggestions or comments, please reach 
out to one of the committee members and let us know. Our 
goal is to host the event again in 2028.  Again, thank you 
to our members for your help in making Family Night on 
a Farm a huge success! 
 

Michele Schroeder, FNOAF Committee Chair 

And now for some words from the Family Night on a Farm committee



Family 
Night on  
a Farm  
Thursday,  

July 23 
Steve & Kerry 

Hoffman  
Farm



Thank you to Adam Towles of Fore-
see Studio for allowing us to use 

some of his photos along with ours.


