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Hub Club VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at these summer events
 Bavarian Blast  

Bavarian Blast is only a few weeks away, so it’s 
time to get people signed up to make this annual 
fundraiser a success.   

Volunteers will be needed ahead of time to make 
sauerkraut and German potato salad, for set-up on 
Wednesday, July 15, for the sign-up table Thursday-
Sunday, July 16-19; to work Thursday through Sunday, 
July 16-19; and for teardown/cleanup Monday, July 20. 

Turn to page 5 for all the details.

Brown County Fair  
As the Hub Club has done in past years, we will 

once again help at the Brown County Fair in ex-
change for free storage for our Bavarian Blast kitchen 
items under the grandstand. To do that, we have com-
mitted four volunteer bartenders for each of the fol-
lowing shifts at the Entertainment Hall Bar. 

Wed., Aug. 12—4:30-8:30 p.m. 
Fri., Aug. 14 —1:00-5:00 p.m. 

 If you can work one of these shifts, please con-
tact Randy Schroeder at 507-353-7437 or rschroeder 
@frandsenbank.com. 
 The fair board actually suggested that we do 12 
shifts, so if you can volunteer as a bartender, but nei-
ther of these shifts work for you, please contact Can-
dice Stadick at candice.stadickbcff@gmail.com to 
volunteer for one of the following shifts. 
 Wed., Aug. 12—8:30-11:30 p.m.   

Thurs., Aug. 13—1:00-5:00 or 7:30-11:30 p.m.            
Fri., Aug 14—8:00 p.m.-12 a.m.   
Sat., Aug. 15—4:00-8:00 or 8:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m.             
If you volunteer for one of these other shifts, 

please let Candice know that you are volunteering on 
behalf of the Farm City Hub Club. 

Please wear your Hub Club shirt when you work.

 It’s time to step up! 
 We need your help at  
this busy time of year  

Please volunteer to help at one or more 
of our upcoming events. We need YOU 
to make our events successful. 

 Family Night on a Farm  
Planning continues for the new version of Family Night on a 

Farm. We’ll be back at the Steve and Kerry Hoffman Farm, south of 
New Ulm. But, since the Hoffmans no longer dairy farm, we’re 
changing the emphasis to all kinds of agriculture. We’re planning for 
sheep, pigs, turkeys, agronomy, and maybe other things. 

The date is Thursday, July 23, with hours from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.   
Pre-event work started Monday, June 22 when club members 

packed goodie bags for the kids. Contents were gathered from com-
modity groups—but they didn’t jump into the bags without assistance!   

The “people mover” wagons need to be picked up at Sleepy Eye 
and Winthrop ahead of time. 

Set-up for Family Night will be Wednesday, July 22 (starting at 
1:00 p.m.), and Thursday, July 23, at 10:00 a.m. (lunch furnished).  

Many volunteers will be needed at the event, as well as to clean 
up afterwards. A sign-up list is on page 8 of this newsletter. Contact 
Ruth Klossner at 507-240-0048 or cowladyruth@gmail.com to tell 
her when you can help.  

• • • 
The Family Night committee is also looking to borrow some 

items to use at the event— 
• Coolers for ice cream and other food items 
• 10x10 tents for activities (do not have to have sides) 
• Hanging baskets or pots of flowers 
• Old 1/16 scale farm toys, pails, sand box toys for the corn pits 

that kids play in. 

Club members work brat stand  
Unfortunately, the Saturday morning crew at the Cash Wise Brat Stand had to 
fold up the tent and close the stand at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, June 13 when no work-
ers could be found for the afternoon shift. Check page 3 for photos of those who 
worked the Friday shifts and Saturday morning.



 2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors contact information   
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brian.fischer1960@gmail.com (Note new email) 
1st Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, June 2, 2026; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Brian Fischer called the Hub Club Board 

Meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, June 
2 at 5:17 p.m. Also attending were board members Don 
Sanderson, Ed Mages, Jenny Luepke, Shannon Hillesheim, 
Scott Waldner, and Ruth Klossner; also guest Justin Berg. 

Berg is a new lender at Bank Midwest, replacing Randy 
Reinhart at the bank. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Wald-
ner and second by Hillesheim; motion carried. The minutes 
of the May meeting, as published and reviewed, were ap-
proved on a motion by Hillesheim and second by Luepke; 
motion carried. Hillesheim presented the financial report 
which showed a balance of $1,703.47 in checking, 
$33,723.26 in a CD, and $25,659.26 in a PMM. Sanderson 
motioned and Waldner seconded approval of the report; mo-
tion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. Steve Hoffman emailed his report indicat-
ing that he had emailed members that had not paid dues; he 
heard from 10 and now has 39 that have not paid. Board 
members asked for a list of those and offered to contact those 
that they knew. 

Public Relations. Deferred. 
Events. Discussed below. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

Cash Wise Brat Stand. More volunteers are needed; 
emails will be sent to members. 

Pancake Breakfast June 27. Luepke indicated that setup 
will be Friday, June 26 at 5:30 p.m. Stand location was still 
up in the air, depending on how many animals are entered 
in the dairy show and how much barn space is used. KNUJ 
will be at the breakfast. 

Purchase of new Pancake Grills. Sanderson reported that 
Runnings has made three wheeled grills available for $600 
total. Thank you to Runnings for a great price. Sanderson 
offered his 6x10 trailer to move the grills from place to place. 
The board will gather at Don’s one evening to season the 

grills before the June 27 pancake breakfast. 
Bavarian Blast. Complete information and sign-up di-

rections will be in the July newsletter. 
Family Night on a Farm. The committee continues to 

meet and is developing plans to expand beyond dairy. Sign-
up for workers will be in the July newsletter. 

Donation Policy Committee. Tabled.  
The meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m., on a motion by 

Sanderson and second by Waldner.  
The next meeting is Tuesday, July 7. 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events  
• Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show Breakfast—

Sat., June 27, 7:00-9:30 a.m., New Ulm Fairgrounds, 
Bus Barn (next to the Youth Coliseum.  

• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tues., July 7, 5:15 p.m., 
Don Sanderson’s State Farm office.  

• Bavarian Blast Food Stand Preparations—July 9-15, St. 
George & Fairgrounds  

• Bavarian Blast Food Stand—Thurs.-Sun., July 16-19, 
Fairgrounds  

• Family Night on a Farm Preparations—Wed., July 22, 
1:00 p.m., Steve & Kerry Hoffman farm  

• Family Night on a Farm—Thurs., July 23, 10:00 a.m., 
set-up begins; 4:00-8:00 p.m. event, Steve & Kerry 
Hoffman farm, 18868 140th Ave., New Ulm 

There’s still time to pay 2026 dues 
Just $25 

Send to Membership Director Steve Hoffman at  
18868 140th Ave., New Ulm, MN 56073



A message from our president, Brian Fischer
Hub Club Members— 

It’s time to step up folks. It’s become an either-or when 
it comes to helping at Hub Club events.  

We need to continue our fundraising efforts to support 
our Hub Club mission of promoting agriculture in the area.  

Our organization does so much in this community—
supporting scholarships, 4-H, FFA, ag books for schools, 
and many other donations—throughout the course of the 
year.  

We are a unique club. Our organization connects farm 
and city and models a group of volunteers that serve the 
community. That support was especially apparent when 
we celebrated our 50th anniversary and at our Farm Show.  

Something not so good has been happening recently. 

We have struggled to get enough help to run the events that 
serve our community.  

And, unfortunately, it’s the same people who seem to 
step up each time. We are burning them out.  

Please step up. Use the sign-up sheets in this newslet-
ter, pick up the phone, or send a text or email.  

 Many opportunities lay ahead this summer—Bavarian 
Blast, Family Night on a Farm, county fair.   

I hope we can be proactive with our response, rather 
than only being reactive when a cry for help goes out.  

If the current trends do continue, we will need to dis-
cuss this at the board level and may have to make choices.  

Thanks for the opportunity to lead.  
                Brian 

 Summer events  
Bavarian Blast—Thurs.-Sun., July 16-19 
Family Night on the Farm—Thurs., July 23,  

at the Steve & Kerry Hoffman farm 
Farmfest—Tues.-Thurs., August 4-6, Gilfillan 
Brown County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 12-16, New Ulm 
Nicollet County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 12-16, St. Peter 
Minnesota State Fair—Thurs., Aug. 27-Labor Day, Sept. 7 

Hub Club Cash Wise Brat Stand workers June 12-13
Special thanks to the volunteers who stepped up to work the 

Hub Club Brat Stand at Cash Wise Friday and Saturday, June 12-
13. You came through when we needed you! 

Special thanks to Mary Struss for coordinating the brat stand 
this year. 

Friday first shift, left: Bob and Sharlene Ahlers, Bonnie Bode, 
and Brian Fischer. 

Friday, second shift, above: Delbert Fischer, Jr., and Kerry and 
Steve Hoffman. 

Saturday, below left: Mary Struss, Don Sanderson, and Doug 
Schottle.

The Minnesota Holstein Association Field Day will be 
held Saturday, July 11, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at Forest Lawn 
Holsteins and Midwest Embryo Transfer Service, 45753 
380th St., Nicollet. The event will include a judging contest, 
tours, a free lunch, and cow pie bingo. The public is invited. 

Dairy event at Nicollet July 11



Dear Friends of Nicollet County 4-H, 
      Thank you for the recent contribution of $300 which 
will be designated for 4-H awards. 
      Thank you for recognizing the important role 4-H 
plays in helping young people reach their full potential. 
Recognizing youth for their accomplishments helps build 

self-confidence and the desire to continue to learn.  
      We appreciate your long and proud history of support-
ing 4-H in Nicollet County. 
      Thank you for your generous support of 4-H youth. We 
are deeply grateful and fortunate to have you as a partner. 

Kelsey Brandt, 4-H Youth Development Extnsion

Spotlight on Membership Director 
 
Name and Family: Steve Hoffman; wife Kerry; sons 

Joe and Russell (wife Rebekah); grandson Griffin, 
born April 19.  

Hub Club Membership & Involvement: Member 
since about 2007. Family Night on Farm host, Bavar-
ian Blast food stand, Cash Wise food stand, pancake 
breakfasts. 

Employment: Farming 40 years, dairy, crops, beef. In-
dependent insurance agent one year. 

Education: New Ulm Cathedral High School; Mankato 

Technical College for ag pro-
duction. 

Most Influential Person from 
Childhood: Grandpa Oscar 
Hoffman. 

Favorite Season: Spring for it’s 
warm weather, green pas-
tures/fields, baby calves. 

Favorite Hobbies: Golf and 
going for drives. 

Other organizations involved in: Stark Farmers Mutual 
board member.

Meet Your Hub Club Board Member

Getting ready for  
Family Night 

Thank you note received from Nicollet County 4-H  

Eight Hub Club members (plus two future members) got things ready for Family Night on 
a Farm Monday evening. They spent a couple hours packing "goodie bags" for the event. 
Some “got their steps in” when they walked round and round the center island to stuff 500 
goodie bags— and were 

happy when the 
job was done!  
 

Thanks to 
everyone who 

helped—and to 
the Schroeders 
for hosting the 
work and pro-
viding refresh-

ments! 



      

Bavarian Blast is just around the corner, and the Hub Club 
needs your help to make this event a success! Whether you've 
helped in the past or are thinking about joining us for the first 
time, we'd love to have you on board.  

There are roles for everyone, from preparing food and set-
ting up the booth, to serving and helping in the kitchen.  

For those who want to help, but can’t stand for long peri-
ods, the Bavarian Blast sign-up table just inside the entry gate 
(from the grandstand side) would be a good fit. The Hub Club 
has been asked to provide one or two people per shift for that. 

And don't forget—all workers get into Bavarian Blast free!  

• Dates: July 16-19 
•   Location: Brown County Fairgrounds  

Ready to help? Sign up now! 
•  Sign up online at z.umn.edu/BavarianBlast,   

(copy/paste)  
• Or call/text Kelsey Brandt at 507-933-0385 
• Or email: kbrandt785@gmail.com  
So you’ll know what the work times, shifts, and number 

of slots that are open for each job or shift are, check the chart 
below. (Some people have already signed up; these are the 
spots that were open as of Tuesday evening.) 

Bavarian Blast food stand workers needed 

Bavarian Blast shifts and worker slots open as of June 23
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# of volunteers still needed as of June 22



Much to the relief of events  
director Jenny Luepke and 

our regular grillers, the  
club now has new— 

lighter—grills!

The Hub  
Club has  

new pancake  
griddles!

Runnings in New 
Ulm gave the 
club a good price 
on the grills. To 
get them ready 
for use at the 
June 27 break-
fast, the Hub 
Club board and 
several regular 
grillers gathered 
at Don Sander-
son’s June 23 to 
season the grills. 

Before getting down 
to work, the group 
enjoyed hamburgers 
that Don made on his 
grill. After figuring 
out how to get the 
grills going, Delmar, 
Delbert, and Harold 
each seasoned a 
grill—five times—
under Don’s guid-
ance. Randy and 
Delmar had to figure 
out how to fix the 
handle on one grill.   
Come to Saturday’s 
breakfast to see how 
the grills are working. 





Family Night on a Farm 2026  
Before/After Event   

Stuff & mail daycare posters 1.Christina Schwab 
Put up posters in New Ulm 1. Eddie & Connie Brown 
Pick up/return cooler wagon 1. Rollie Tauer  
Pick up/return people mover 1. ____________________   2. __________________     
      

Set-up Wednesday afternoon, July 22 (1:00 pm, eat before coming)  
1. Ken Reckard  2. Michele Schroeder 3. Ruth Klossner 
4. ____________________  5. ____________________  6. ____________________ 
7. ____________________  8. ____________________  9. ____________________ 
10. ____________________ 11. ____________________ 12.____________________ 
 

Set-up Thursday, July 23 (10:00 am; lunch provided)  
1. Ken Reckard  2. Michele Schroeder 3. Ruth Klossner 
4. ____________________  5. ____________________ 6. ____________________ 
7. ____________________ 8. ____________________ 9. ____________________ 
10.____________________ 11.____________________ 12. __________________ 
Pick up pizza in New Ulm (11:00 am)       1. ____________________       
  

 Thursday afternoon/evening, July 23 (4:00-8:00 pm) 
Volunteers eat at 3:30 to be ready at stations at 4:00  

Tractor Drivers 1. Delbert Fischer, Jr. 2. Delmar Ranweiler  
Assist at wagons-4:00 pm 1. _________________ 2. __________________ 
Assist at wagons-6:00 pm 1. _________________ 2. __________________  
Bus attendant at S. Well-4:00 1. _________________ 2. _________________ 
Bus attendant at S.Well -6:00 1. _________________ 2. _________________ 
Greeters for shuttle bus-4:00 1. _________________ 2. __________________                  
Greeters for shuttle bus-6:00 1. _________________ 2. __________________                  
Serve meal-3:30-5:30 1. Eddie Brown  2. Connie Brown 3. _____________ 4. _____________ 
Serve meal-5:30-end 1.  _____________2. _____________ 3. _____________ 4. _____________ 
Serve RB floats-4:00 1. Dave Goplin  2. Chris Goplin 3. _____________ 4. _____________    
Serve RB floats-6:00 1. Dave Goplin  2. Chris Goplin 3. _____________ 4. _____________     
Serve Milk/Cheese          Dairy Princesses 
Cow hats/tatoos               Dairy Princesses  
Park cars/count people.    New Ulm FFA Members 
Face painting/Tattoos       New Ulm FFA Members  

Clean-up 8:00 until finished 
1. __________________ 2. __________________ 3. __________________ 4. __________________ 
5. __________________ 6. __________________ 7. __________________ 8. __________________ 
9. _________________ 10. _________________  11. _________________ 12. __________________ 

(at Sleepy Eye) (at Winthrop)


