Mark your calendars for Family Night on the Farm

Planning is underway for Family Night on a Farm set for
Thursday, July 23, at the Steve and Kerry Hoffman Farm, south
of New Ulm. The committee is excited to be able to host our
event again at the Hoffman's, but with a twist this time. We’ll
feature as many aspects of agriculture as possible.

At this time, the committee is looking for someone (or two
people) to organize the cheeseburger picnic meal served during
our event. The meal will include a cheeseburger, chips, a
cookie, and milk. Duties include working with Hy Vee to order
food for 500 meals (they will deliver), working with members
to serve the meal on the day of the event, gathering supplies
from the Hub Club storage unit, and cleaning up. Please reach

Upcoming Hub Club Events

* Hub Club Board Meeting—Tues., May 5, 5:15 p.m., Don Sander-

son’s Office.

* Hub Club Board Meeting—Tues., June 2, 5:15 p.m., Sanderson’s.
e Cash Wise Brat Stand—Fri. & Sat., June 12 & 13, Cash Wise *
* Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show Breakfast—Sat., June 27,

New Ulm Fairgrounds *

* Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, July 7, 5:15 p.m., Sanderson’s.

* Volunteers will be recruited next month

out to Michele Schroeder at 507-276-4810 if you are interested
or have questions.

The committee is also looking for someone who can fold,
stuff, and address envelopes to local daycares and group
homes, inviting them to attend Family Night on a Farm. All
materials needed will be provided. Please reach out to Michele
if you are interested.

Set-up for the event will be Wednesday, July 22, and
Thursday, July 23, before the start. Members can also get in-
volved by helping at the event and helping clean-up afterwards.

Finally, the committee will need help stuffing giveaway
bags. Watch the next newsletters for more information.

New Ulm FFA banquet

The New Ulm FFA Chapter extends an invi-
tation to celebrate the accomplishments of the
year at the chapter’s 90th Annual FFA banquet.

The banquet will be Thursday, May 14 in the
High School commons area and auditorium. The
banquet will begin with the meal at 6:30 p.m. The
price is $7.00 per person for guests.

After the meal, the awards ceremony will
begin at 7:15 p.m. in the high school auditorium.

All RSVP's for the banquet are requested by
Friday, May 8 and can be sent to jrnelson
@newulm.k12.mn.us.

Meet Your Hub Club Board Member

SPOTLIGHT ON FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Name and Family: Ed Mages, married to his wife,
Monica for 30 years; three children—McKenna,
Brennen, and Luke. Grew up just north of Lafayette
on a hog farm.

Hub Club Membership & Involvement: Four years.
Active in helping with Bavarian Blast, Hub Club
Farm Show, and Family Night on the Farm.
Presently club vice president.

Employment: Owns and operates Edvantage Home So-
lutions and Inspections, celebrating 27 years on May 1.
Edvantage Home Solutions and Inspections performs
remodeling and home inspection services. Also
works with Mages Land Company and Auction
Service as a Land Manager and Real Estate Agent.

Favorite Hobbies: Traveling the
countryside for inspiring pictur-
esque scenes for his wife’s oil
paintings, along with fishing,
snowmobiling, and planning the
upcoming weddings of his eldest
and youngest children.
Favorite Season: Fall as colors are vi-
brant, football is playing, and harvest time has come.
Other organizations involved in: Volunteer EMT for
the Lafayette Ambulance Service for 22 years with
11 as vice chair. Currently chair of the Courtland
Planning and Zoning Commission. Knights of
Columbus member and has served with multiple or-
ganizations in the area.




2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors contact information

President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com

Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com

Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com

Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com

Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com

Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com

Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5kO@statefarm.com
Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com

Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com

Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net

Farm Show 2026—an impact to the community

Here are a few stats to ponder from our 2026 Show.

* The club registered 68 venders that occupied 115 booths.

» We had 11 FFA booth sponsors at $100 each.

* 307 kids from 20 communities signed up for kid door
prizes.

* 660 adults from surrounding communities and 300 from
New Ulm signed up for door prizes.

* To date we have 50 vendors pre-registered for the 2027
Farm Show.

» We received countless thank yous and comments of sup-
port.

The overall impression seemed to be that the walk-in gen-
eral public was lower compared to other years. But that was
not the feeling of our vendors—as we know that 50 vendors
want to come back in 2027. That confirms the quality show
that the committee put together.

As I read through the communities people came from, I
realized that we do reach interested people well over an hour’s
drive from New Ulm.

There are many positive notes that our club needs to take
away from the 2026 show.

“Impact” comes to mind and our purpose is being noticed.

Financially, it was a success and that will be reported in a
later newsletter since all billing details have not been gathered
at this time.

Summer events

Cash Wise Brat Stand—Friday-Saturday, June 12-13
So. MN Youth Dairy Show—Saturday, June 27
Bavarian Blast—Thursday-Sunday, July 16-19
Family Night on the Farm—Thursday, July 23,

back at the Steve & Kerry Hoffman farm
Farmfest—Tuesday-Thursday, August 4-6
Brown County Fair—Wednesday-Sunday, August 12-16
Nicollet County Fair—Wednesday-Sunday, August 12-16
Minnesota State Fair—August 27-Labor Day

There were two noticeable events during the show.

The Friday evening social was co-sponsored with Elling-
son Drainage for the second time. I did not count the crowd,
but we know that it was more than previous years.

The committee has already made a decision to do it again
in 2027, with a few tweaks.

Another noticeable happening coming from the show was
that vendor Rick Wellman gave out meal tickets to our food
stand. Many of those tickets were turned in, supporting our
club. That was a generous outreach from a club member.

We thank both sponsors for being supportive and creative.

The Farm Show Committee is already planning, by pre-
registrating vendors, for a show in 2027. The date has not been
decided, due to Civic Center availability, but we will shoot for
the second weekend in March. Details will follow, pending or-
ganizational meetings with various groups.

It’s a well-organized committee and much work gets done
to make a successful show.

The good news is that the committee members are plan-
ning to be back to help organize, with a few in-house position
changes. Our next meeting will be held in early fall.

Anyone wanting to share ideas or suggestions is asked to
reach out. Anyone wanting to be part of the planning for our
2027 Farm Show please contact me. We are always looking
for more people to help make our show even better.

Chairman Brian Fischer, 507-276-6322.

Volunteers will be needed

The Hub Club will again serve a pancake breakfast at
the Southern Minnesota Dairy Show, this year on June 27.
Like usual, we’ll need volunteers for that—and will make
a push for help in the June newsletter. Watch for that.

We’ll also need volunteers for the Cash Wise Brat
Stand June 12-13—and will ask for volunteers in the June
newsletter. At this point, we’re not sure who will coordi-
nate that. We’ll have the info in the June newsletter that
will come out about May 27 or 28.



A message from our president, Brian Fischer

What are some positive ramifications the Hub Club
receives from being part of the community?

Might it be increased club membership? Maybe it’s
the good impression the club gives at events that we par-
ticipate in or initialize?

Is it the result of seeing our fellow members enjoying
the opportunity of getting to know or work with each
other?

Let me encourage all my fellow members to step for-
ward and lend a hand and enjoy these benefits here in
New Ulm and surrounding area.

Start by taking the time to read this newsletter and
our board minutes to be informed. Embrace what your
club is doing, share the vibes. Bring forward your
thoughts and concerns. See the officer list for contacts.

While May is a light month for Hub Club activities,
we have started making plans our summer events—the
Cash Wise Brat Stand, Junel2-13; Bavarian Blast, July

Have you paid your
Hub Club dues?

Thank you to all who have
already paid 2026 Hub Club dues.

If you haven’t yet paid your dues,
they are $25 for the year, payable to
New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club.

Dues can be mailed to
Steve Hoffman, membership
director, at 18868 140th Ave.,

New Ulm, MN 56073.

Please include your name, mailing address,
and email address (especially if it has
changed recently).

We try hard to keep our membership
records up to date,
but we do sometimes slip up!

Mark it on your calendar
Cash Wise Brat Stand
Fri.-Sat., June 12-13

Details next month.

16-19; Family Day on a Farm July 23; and probably some

fair events in August.

Club committees are working on all of these events.
Sign-up, we need help! We are working on worker shifts
and details and our committees are always open to sug-

gestions.

If you would like to be on the Bavarian Blast plan-
ning committee, contact me or Garret Freeman. We can
use help with day shift managers. If this interests you,
please step forward. It’s a short-term task. This is where
I could preach the phrase “Many hands make work light.”

Let me know how we can promote ag, promote area
businesses, and contribute to future leaders in the New
Ulm area. We can spread our purpose and stress the im-
pact that we have being part of our club. Get on our bus

and promote.
Have a safe summer.
Brian

AGRICULTURE
HAS/NO

SNOOZE BUTTON.




