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Meet the Hub Club’s 2026 Scholarship Recipients   
The Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee selected six outstanding students to receive  

2026 Hub Club Scholarships of $850 each. The awards have been announced. Let’s meet the recipients. 
        Student                                Parents                          High School                       College and Anticipated Major  
Logan Enter                Jody & Jason Enter                    MVL                Minnesota State Univ.; Mankato; Agronomy 
Ethan Johnson           Curt Johnson, Deann Johnson   MVL                South Dakota State Univ.; Ag Engineering 
Zel-Mari Kamm        Andy & Elmari Kamm              NUHS              South Central College; Agri-Business 
Adam Mages             Greg & Mary Kay Mages          NUHS              Lake Area Tech; Precision Ag, Tech. or Ag Production 
Aubree Schmidt        Kelly & Sarah Schmidt              NUHS              Kansas State University; Animal Science 
Taylor Sommer          Mandy & Nathan Sommer        MVL                Univ. of Wisconsin, River Falls; Agricultural Studies  

Thank you to the Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee— Ann Wendinger, Bill Swan, Justin Gode, and Duane Laffrenzen 

Logan Enter Ethan Johnson Zel-Mari Kamm Adam Mages Taylor SommerAubree Schmidt

Dairy show breakfast  
Our club will serve a pancake breakfast for exhibitors, parents, 

and the public at the Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show, Satur-
day, June 27 at the Brown County Fairgrounds. Serving will be 7:00-
9:30 a.m. Five or six volunteers are needed. Volunteers should arrive 
by 6:15 or 6:30 a.m. 

If you can help, please contact Jenny Luepke at 618-340-0458 or  
jennyluepke20@gmail.com. 

Tables, chairs, and grills will be set up at 5:30 p.m. Friday, the 
26th; additional volunteers would be appreciated for that. 

 Cash Wise brat stand  
The Hub Club will operate the Cash Wise brat stand Friday and Sat-

urday, June 12-13. Three volunteers are needed for each work shift 
each day—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 2:00 to 6:00 p.m  Mary Struss is 
coordinating the volunteers this year. Please text or call her at 507-766-
1220 or email her at mpstruss@newulmtel.net to volunteer.

 Family Night on a Farm  
Volunteers will be needed at the event Thursday, July 

23, the day before for set-up, and at a “stuffing party” to 
prepare goodie bags, Monday, June 22. Look for more 
info in this newsletter.

 Bavarian Blast  
Bavarian Blast may be six weeks away, but it’s time 

to start the worker sign-up process to make this annual 
fundraiser a success.   

Volunteers will be needed ahead of time to make 
sauerkraut and German potato salad; for set-up on 
Wednesday, July 15; for the sign-up table and to work 
Thursday-Sunday, July 16-19; and for teardown/cleanup 
Monday, July 20. 

To volunteer, go to z.umn.edu/BavarianBlast, call or 
text 507-933-0385, or email kbrandt785 @umn.edu. 

Hub Club VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at these summer events



 2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors contact information   
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
1st Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, May 5, 2026; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Brian Fischer called the Hub Club Board 

Meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, May 
5 at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were board members Don 
Sanderson, Ed Mages, Jenny Luepke, Shannon Hillesheim, 
Kelsey Brandt, and Ruth Klossner; also guests Michele 
Schroeder and CJ Spangenberg. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by 
Mages and second by Hillesheim; motion carried. The min-
utes of the February meeting, as published and reviewed, 
were approved on a motion by Hillesheim and second by 
Mages; motion carried. Hillesheim presented the financial 
report which showed a balance of $2,099.45 in checking, 
$33,426.79 in a CD, and $25,615.75 in a PMM. Brandt mo-
tioned and Klossner seconded approval of the report; motion 
carried. 
 
GUESTS 

Spangenberg introduced himself and told of his interest 
in getting involved with the club as a new member. Origi-
nally from South Africa, CJ has worked on dairy farms and 
is now an account representative with Urban Calf Feeder 
USA. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. No report. 
Public Relations. Deferred. 
Events. FFA breakfast went well. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

Farm Show Financials. Hillesheim reported that Farm 
Show income was $22,866.62, with expenses of $10,509.07 
with a few bills still out. Cost of the social was about $1,600, 
with Ellingson Drainage to pay part as co-sponsor. 

Ag Day Parade. Went well. Suggestion to consider 
whether morning is the best time of day and whether the 
route should be looked at.  

CashWise Brat Stand. Mary Struss has volunteered to 
coordinate the stand and will take worker sign-ups. Sander-
son or Fischer will check on things on Friday when Struss 
will not be available. 

Pancake Breakfast June 27. Discussion on location and 
planning. Sanderson to check on the availability of Lilleo-
den’s sign; an ad will be placed in the Shopper. 

Pancake Grills. With one grill not working and consid-
ering the age and size of the grills, the board discussed re-
placing them with Blackstones or something similar. 
Sanderson motioned and Klossner seconded looking into 
getting three portable grills, Sanderson and Luepke to look 
into purchase; motion carried. 

SMYDS Donation.  Schroeder presented a request to 
again sponsor awards at the dairy show. Brandt motioned 
and Mages seconded donating $400 for awards; motion car-
ried. 

Bavarian Blast. Brandt reported that the committee has 
met, day leads have been identified, the club will serve a 
simple menu Thursday evening, St. George kitchen is lined 
up, prices will be increased, and Brandt will take worker 
sign-ups.  

Family Night on a Farm. Schroeder reported that the 
event will be back at the Steve & Kerry Hoffman farm and 
that the event will branch out beyond dairy. Mages motioned 
and Hillesheim seconded a budget of up to $6,000, if needed. 
Motion carried. 

Scholarships. Six scholarships will be awarded and an-
nounced in the June newsletter. 

Pedal Pull Tractors. Mages motioned and Luepke sec-
onded awarding the three pedal pull tractors that have been 
repaired as door prizes at Family Night on a Farm; motion 
carried. 

County Fair Livestock Awards. Klossner motioned and 
Sanderson seconded donating $300 each to the Brown and 
Nicollet County 4-H programs for livestock awards; motion 
carried.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m., on a motion by 
Luepke and second by Mages.  

The next meeting is Tuesday, June 2. 
 

Ruth Klossner, Secretary 



Family Night on the Farm is back, with some changes 

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events 
 
• Family Night Committee Meeting, Mon., June 1, 6:00 p.m., 

Jason/Michele Schroeder home, 45318 551st Ave., Courtland  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tues., June 2, 5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s 

State Farm Office.  
• Cash Wise Brat Stand—Fri. & Sat., June 12 & 13, Cash Wise   
• Family Night ‘Stuffing Party,’ Mon., June 22, 6:30 p.m., 

Jason/Michele Schroeder home, 45318 551st Ave., Courtland  
• Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show Breakfast—Sat., June 27, 7:00-

9:30 a.m., New Ulm Fairgrounds, bus barn or 4-H building   
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tues., July 7, 5:15 p.m., Sanderson’s  
• Family Night on a Farm—Thurs., July 23, 4:00-8:00 p.m., Steve & 

Kerry Hoffman farm 

Thank you received  
Dear Farm-City Hub Club, 

Thank you for your generous contribu-
tion to the Brown County 4-H Federa-
tion!  

Your support helps us create meaning-
ful, hands-on learning experiences for 
youth across our community. 

Because of partners like you, young 
people are able to explore their interests, 
build confidence, and develop leadership 
skills that will stay with them for life. 

We truly appreciate your continued 
commitment to 4-H and the positive im-
pact you’ve created for 4-H youth. 

Sincerely, Maddie Clarke

SPOTLIGHT ON DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE 
 
Name and Family: Randy Aschenbrenner; wife Nicole 

works at Kraft Heinz; daughter Brooke is a Redwood 
County jailer; daughter Bryanna in fourth year at 
SDSU; daughter Blaire, a junior at NUHS.  

Hub Club Membership & Involvement: Member 
about 20 years; has worked at Farm Show and Farm-
fest food stand. 

Employment: Farmed since 1986, quit dairy in 1998, 
started custom hay business in 1999; added Wyffles 
hybrid dealership in 2018. 

Education: After high school, went to school of hard 
knocks. “With Frank Stuckey teaching mechanics 

and Pete Neigebauer records and 
animal science, I knew I would be 
OK.” 

Most Influential Person from Child-
hood: Frank Stuckey, along with 
parents. 

Favorite Season: Harvest. “I could 
combine corn (not beans) year 
round. I do love alfalfa but it makes me edgie.” 

Favorite Hobbies: Randy and Nikki love to snowmo-
bile. “Snow, the greatest gift to keep the winter blahs 
away.” 

Other organizations involved in: Farmers Co-op of 
Hanska board 18 years.

Meet Your Hub Club Board Member

Planning continues for the new version of Family Night 
on a Farm. We’ll be back at the Steve and Kerry Hoffman 
Farm, south of New Ulm. But, since the Hoffmans no longer 
dairy farm, we’re changing the emphasis to all kinds of agri-
culture. We’re planning for sheep, pigs, turkeys, agronomy, 
and maybe other things. 

The date is Thursday, July 23, with hours from 4:00 to 
8:00 p.m.   

Pre-event work begins Monday, June 22 when kids’ 
swag bags will be packed. Contents have been gathered 
from commodity groups—but they won’t jump into the bags 
without assistance!   

So, the committee is looking for at least a half dozen 
volunteers to gather at the Jason and Michele Schroeder 
home at 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 22 to help. (Refreshments 

furnished!) Please contact Michele if you can help that 
night. 

But, even before that “stuffing party,” the committee is 
looking for help with one more task. That’s to fold Ag in 
the Classroom placemats so that they can be stuffed into the 
bags more easily.  Again, Michele is the person to reach out 
to if you can do that job ahead of time.    

Set-up for Family Night will be Wednesday, July 22 
(starting at 1:00 p.m.), and Thursday, July 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
(lunch furnished).  

Many volunteers will be needed at the event, as well as 
to clean up afterwards. A sign-up list will be in the July 
newsletter—but you can “pre-sign up” now for a specific 
job by contacting Ruth Klossner at 507-240-0048 or cowla-
dyruth@gmail.com. 



Have you paid your  
Hub Club dues?  

 
Thank you to all who have  

already paid 2026 Hub Club dues.  
 

If you haven’t yet paid your dues,  
they are $25 for the year, payable to  

New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club. 
 

Dues can be mailed to 
Steve Hoffman, membership  
director, at 18868 140th Ave.,  

New Ulm, MN 56073.  
 

Please include your name, mailing address, 
and email address (especially if it has 

changed recently). 
 

We try hard to keep our membership 
records up to date,  

but we do sometimes slip up!

A message from our president, Brian Fischer
Now is the time to step up as we get into the busy 

time of our Hub Club year. 
Cash Wise Brat Stand, Pancake Breakfast, Bavarian 

Blast and Family Night on the Farm.  
All these upcoming events are all great opportunities 

to get to work and socialize with club members.  
Please take the time to help by signing up with the 

appropriate sign-up person (or online) for a variety of 
tasks.   

How are you doing on our Farm-City Hub Club goal 
of recruitment? As a member, if you haven’t already 

asked a person to join our club, I encourage you to do so.  
If every present member asked someone new to join, 

it will benefit the club. If we did this as a group and suc-
ceed on even ten percent, we increase 14 members. 

It’s very doable. Remember, when asking, start by 
sharing our purpose of promoting agriculture in the com-
munity and share the impact we have. Why wouldn’t peo-
ple say yes to the cause? 

Wow, the year is going fast. Thanks to the club for 
the opportunity to lead.  

                        Brian 

Summer events  
Cash Wise Brat Stand—Fri.-Sat., June 12-13 
So. MN Youth Dairy Show—Sat., June 27 
Bavarian Blast—Thurs.-Sun., July 16-19 
Family Night on the Farm—Thurs., July 23,  

at the Steve & Kerry Hoffman farm 
Farmfest—Tues.-Thurs., August 4-6 
Brown County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 12-16 
Nicollet County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 12-16 
Minnesota State Fair—Thurs., Aug. 27-Labor 

Day, Sept. 7 

 Club members, we need your help 
at this busy time of year  

• Please volunteer to help at one or more of 
the upcoming events. We need YOU to make 
our events successful  

• Please pay your club dues, if you haven’t 
already. This will save membership chair 
Steve Hoffman from having to reach out by 
phone, email, or text. 

Club secretary recognized
Hub Club secretary Ruth Klosssner received the New Ulm Sertoma Club’s 
highest recognition, the Service to Mankind Award, at a banquet Monday, 
May 18. She’s pictured with program emcee Denise Fischer. In a special 
proclamation, New Ulm Mayor Kathleen Backer declared the day “Ruth 
Klossner Day.”



New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club  
Pancake Breakfast 

Saturday, June 27 
7:00-9:30 a.m.  

prior to the Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show 

Brown County Fairgrounds,  
New Ulm 

Bus garage/show ring or 4-H building 

Serving pancakes, sausage,  
applesauce & beverages 

Free will offering 
Everyone Welcome!




