
     

     From vendors to the food stand 
and from kids’ attractions to dairy 
princess coronations and the Fri-
day social, there was something for 
everyone at Farm Show 2026.  
     After a year in the north arena, 
the show moved back to the south 
arena of the Civic Center this year. 
As always, it packed the available 
space with displays, equipment,  
animals, and a lot more Friday and 
Saturday, March 13-14. 
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Farm Show 2026 moved back to the South Arena



    A message from our president, Brian Fischer
You snooze, you lose, as the saying goes! 
One third of the year is already gone. It’s too bad that time 

doesn’t wait for us or we probably wouldn’t get anything done.  
I am encouraging all club members to join the team.  
I have two additional club goals for 2026.  
Goal one is asking new people to become members. 
Goal two, pick one additional (or your first) club event 

that you can help at.  
As a club, we need your help. We have planned sum-

mer events that we will do. 
Let’s all make the effort to volunteer a few hours—

that will lessen the work for many others.  

Two weeks ago, I saw that play out at the Farm Show. 
Members came to help and it took less than an hour to set 
up curtains and only an hour to tear everything down at 
the show’s end.  

That help is so appreciated by everyone involved. 
We will have a another perfect example coming up in 

mid-July with Bavarian Blast. When sign-up sheets get 
posted, please consider volunteering for a slot to work. 

This would also be a great opportunity to invite a fu-
ture member.  

Any questions? Please reach out to me. Have a great 
spring!                               Brian 

Check the Hub Club Facebook page for more photos from Hub Club events.

SPOTLIGHT On AT-LARGE DIRECTOR 
name and Family: Scott Waldner, wife Miriam, daugh-

ter Amy, son Jason (1-1-84 to 11-2-99), stepdaughter 
Kortney, stepson Austin.   

How long Hub Club Member: Club member 40 years; 
Worked at food stand at Farmfest, Heritagefest, and 
now Bavarian Blast. 

Employment: Six years with UFC, 27 years with Land 
O’Lakes as poultry specialist 

Hometown: Hector, MN.  
Education: Hector High School. BS in animal science 

from University of Minnesota. 
Most Influential person from childhood: Older cousin 

Gary Waldner. 
Favorite time of year: Fall for hunting. 

Favorite Hobbies: Hunting, fishing, 
four-wheeling, sports. 

Other organizations involved in: 
New Ulm Sertoma Club, Izaak 
Walton League of New Ulm, 
Sioux Trails Ducks Unlimited, 
Brown County Pheasants Forever, 
Brown County Republicans fi-
nance chair, New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, Troop 
25 BSA assistant scoutmaster, South Central Um-
pires Association, Christ the King Lutheran Church, 
Broiler & Egg Assn. of Mn past president; Mn 
Turkey Growers Assn, North Central Poultry Assn, 
Midwest Poultry Federation past president, and 
MAR, Class 3 MN Ag & Rural Leadership. 

Meet Your Hub Club Board Members

  
Upcoming  
Hub Club 

Events   
• Farm Show Wrap-up 

Meeting—Tuesday, 
April 14, 12:00 p.m., 
Pizza Ranch  

• Hub Club Board Meet-
ing—Tuesday, May 5, 
5:15 p.m., Don Sander-
son’s Office. 

No board meeting in April 

Urgent request from Bavarian Blast committee
Hub Club Members: 

We are pleading for your help to continue the Bavarian Blast Food Stand. Dates of this 
year’s event are July 16-19. We will, however, need help the week before making sauerkraut 
and German potato salad from scratch. Then, Wednesday, the 15th, we will need help with 
setup and Monday, the 20th, we will need help with tear down.  

This is a huge orchestration and we are desperately in need of more volunteers. If we all do 
just a little, we can continue to make this happen. However, if we cannot get a good show of 
hands at this time, we may have to make the tough decision to let the food stand fundraiser go.  

We, as the Food Stand committee, truly do not want this to be the outcome. Please let us 
know if you can commit to these dates before your summer fills up with other plans. We are 
in need of two to four people to step up and take a “lead” role for the food stand. These shifts 
will be six to eight hours and they will oversee the operation of the stand and be in charge at 
those times. Kelsey & Garrett will be leads but cannot fill every shift. Thanks! 

Bavarian Blast Food Stand Committee 
Kelsey Brandt, Garrett Freeman, Marie Guggisberg, Jason Schroeder 



by Brian Fischer, Show Chair 
The Farm Show committee will hold a wrap-up meeting April 14 at 

Pizza Ranch. The committee members will be treated to dinner for their 
professional efforts in planning another successful show. 

We will recognize the 2026 Farm Show Committee—Don Sander-
son, vendor chair; Jenny Eckstein, vendor correspondent; Shannon 
Hillesheim, treasurer: Ruth Klossner, secretary, advertising, office booth; 
Megan Struss, advertising assistant; Michelle Schroeder, social, signage, 
event coordinator; Delbert and Adele Fischer and Julie Wilson, conces-
sions; Bob and Sharlene Ahlers and Steve and Kerry Hoffmann, hospi-
tality room; John Luepke, vendor layout, safety and utility person; Ken 
Reckard, vendor layout; and Eddie and Connie Brown, poster distribu-
tors.  

It’s a great team. 
I know I’ve mentioned this before, but it is worth repeating. Thank 

you to all the people who showed up Thursday for set-up and then again 
Saturday for tear-down. Thank you to the people who helped in various 
roles during the event, either on the vendor floor or at the food stand. All 
that help was much appreciated by the committee and is a direct result 
of membership support.  

The community did notice. Thanks to ALL! 
A few notes from 2026 compared to 2025.  
We used the South Arena, which is larger and allowed us a few more 

booths. Don did a great job of vendor layout. We registered 68 venders 
that occupied 119 booths.  The vendor count was up a few from 2025, 
with all space occupied.  

The Farm Show income/expense is still not final as we are waiting 
on a few bills to arrive. Final numbers will be posted in an upcoming 
newsletter. 

The 2027 show date has not been set, depending on Civic Center 
availability, but we will shoot for the second weekend in March and we 
are favoring the North Arena due to traffic flow. We encouraged vendors 
to pre-register for the 2027 Farm Show and quite a few did.  
 Next year’s committee will start meeting this fall. We want your help. 
If you have ideas or suggestions to share, please reach out. If you are 
willing to be part of the planning for the 2027 show, contact me at 507-
276-6322. 

The committee will keep our membership updated through the 
newsletter as plans develop. 

Chairman Brian Fischer 
 

Farm Show 2026—It was a good show!

Contact information for 2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
1st Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 

Have you paid your  
Hub Club dues?  

 
Thank you to all who have  

already paid 2026 Hub Club dues.  
 

If you haven’t yet paid your dues,  
they are $25 for the year, payable to  

New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club. 
 

Dues can be mailed to 
Steve Hoffman, membership  
director, at 18868 140th Ave.,  

new Ulm, Mn 56073.  
 

Please include your name, mailing address, 
and email address (especially if it has 

changed recently). 
 

We try hard to keep our membership 
records up to date,  

but we do sometimes slip up!

Summer events  
Cash Wise Brat Stand—Fri-Sat., Jun. 12-13 
So. MN Youth Dairy Show—Sat., Jun. 27 
Bavarian Blast—Thurs.-Sun., Jul. 16-19 
Farmfest—Tues.-Thur., Aug. 4-6 
Brown County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 12-16 
Nicollet County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 12-16 
Minnesota State Fair—Thurs., Aug. 27-Sept. 7 

 

Mark it on your calendar  
Cash Wise Brat Stand  

Fri.-Sat., June 12-13 
 Details in future newsletters 



Dairy Princess coronations
     Ken Reckard and the Hub Club Cub welcomed Brown and 
nicollet County dairy producers when the dairy princess coro-
nations were held at the show Saturday afternoon.  
     Former nicollet County Dairy Princess and Princess Kay of 
the Milky Way Emily (Annexstad) Bosch emceed the program.  
     The princesses and ambassadors visited with the public on 
the show floor between their judging sessions in the morning. 

A short social was held after the coronation program. 
     Brown County royalty are pictured below left, 
and nicollet County royalty below.

The Thursday evening set-up crew made quick work of getting things ready, 
then enjoyed pizza, pop, and homemade bars.

Farm Show 2026



Farm Show 
2026 

Club members pitched in 
wherever they were 
needed—from set-up to 
tear-down, manning the 
overhead door, greeting 
visitors, working in the 
office and the food stand, 
and more. 

From animals to machines 
and food to vehicles, there 
was something for every-
one at the farm show. 

Kids door prizes were donated by Run-
nings, Miller-Sellner, Kibble Implement 
and Joe Maidl—Mages Auction.

Adult door prizes were donated by 
Community Insurance Agency, 
Joe Maidl-Mages Auction, and 
Don Sanderson State Farm Insur-
ance. 
 
The door prizes were loaded up 
and taken to Don Sanderson’s of-
fice for pickup by winners.

Teardown of the show was done in record time—
with the last committee members leaving the arena 
at 5:00 p.m., only an hour after the show closed.

Veteran “door opener” 
Vern Gieseke was back 
at his post. 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped!!



Third annual Friday evening Farm Show social 

The Friday 
evening social 
was back for a 
third year and 
was co-spon-

sored by 
Ellingson 
Drainage.   
Appetizers 

were provided, 
along with a 

cash bar.

Drawings were held for five door 
prizes with winners Seth Schaefer, 
Bob Ahlers, Cameron Meseberg, 
Connie Brown, and April Schroeder.



The new Ulm FFA members turned out big time 
to make the parade a success. They recruited 
businesses of all sizes to take part, carried the 
flags, and did the play-by-play on KnUJ.  
 

Thank you to everyone who took part and 
to those who watched. 

New Ulm Ag Day Parade 
March 24 

The Hub 
Club treated 

the FFA 
members to 

pizza and pop 
at the school  
afterwards. 


