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Farm Show 2026 is right around the corner. We’ll be 
back in the south arena, after one year in the north arena. 
Our food stand will be in the entryway like usual and our 
Friday evening social will be in the mezzanine, above the 
show floor.  

The arena is just about full, as of this writing, as Don 
and Jenny have lined up 68 vendors to fill the available 
space. 

B & L will provide a cash bar for the social, with 
Gutes Essen providing light appetizers. The event will 
begin at 8:00 p.m. and end at 9:30 and is co-sponsored by 
show vendor Ellingson Drainage. The social is an appre-
ciation for our vendors and members  and community peo-
ple involved with agriculture. Please join us in this 
appreciation.  

The dairy princess coronation will take place in the upstairs 
classroom Saturday afternoon. Judging and interviews will be 
in the usual location upstairs, starting in the morning. 

It takes many hands to organize an event that fills the arena. 
It also takes many hands to help set up and tear down. We need 
your help. We hope to see many members there to assist the 
committee, both for Thursday evening setup and Saturday af-
ternoon teardown.  

Curtain set-up starts at 5:00 p.m. Thursday, March 12, with 
pizza for all afterwards. As always, FFA members will assist 
us—it’s always fun to work side-by-side with them. 

Teardown will begin at 4:00 p.m. Saturday. Many hands 
make that go quickly. 
      No sign-up is needed for set-up or tear-
down—just come! 
      Most worker slots during the show are 
filled, but a couple volunteers are still needed.  
Check page 6. If you can help, please contact 
Kelsie Brandt at kbrandt785@gmail.com or 
507-995-7084. 
      A  Farm Show poster is included in this 
newsletter (page 7). If you can, please post for 
people to see. 
      Please wear your Hub Club shirt when 
you come to work during the show, if you 
have one. 
      For those working in the office, there will 
be a brief info sheet at the table with things 
you might need to know. 
      Special thanks to food stand chairs Del 
and Adelle and Julie, hospitality room coor-
dinators Bob and Sharlene and Kerry, door 
prize collector Joe, and committee members 
not already mentioned—Michele, Shannon, 
Megan, John, and Ruth—and show chair 
Brian. It’s a “well-oiled” crew!  

Pans of bars are needed for the worker pizza 
lunch after Farm Show set-up Thursday, 
March 12. If you can bring a pan, please  
contact Adelle Fischer at 507-359-9493. 

Hub Club Farm Show is only two weeks away! 

The 2026 Farm Show committee at the February 17 planning meeting. Front: 
Ruth Klossner, Julie Wilson, Michele Schroeder, and Megan Struss. Back: Del-
bert Fischer, Jr., Brian Fischer, Don Sanderson, Jenny Eckstein, Kerry Hoffman, 
Shannon Hillesheim, and John Luepke. Not pictured: Joe Maidl and Bob and 
Sharlene Ahlers.



Meeting Minutes—Tuesday, February 3, 2026; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Brian Fischer called the Hub Club Board Meet-

ing to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, February 3 
at 5:15 p.m. New board members Scott Waldner, Randy As-
chenbrenner, and Jenny Luepke were welcomed to the board. 
Also attending were board members Don Sanderson, Brian 
Fischer, Kelsey Brandt, and Ruth Klossner; and guests Jeff and 
Sue Brandes. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Brandt 
and second by Aschenbrenner; motion carried. The minutes of 
the January meeting, as published and reviewed, were ap-
proved on a motion by Aschenbrenner and second by Brandt; 
motion carried. There was no financial report. 
 
GUESTS 

Club members Jeff and Sue  Brandes attended the meeting 
to share information about their participation in Dancing Like 
the Stars, part of the mental health/suicide awareness program 
2B Continued. The April 11 dance, plus other events, are 
fundraisers to offer training at schools and businesses, with the 
ag section being included. Jeff and Sue are dancing in memory 
of son Carter. 

Klossner motioned and Aschenbrenner seconded donating 
$500 to 2B Continued in the name of Jeff and Sue Brandes; 
motion carried. 

In a related matter, the board agreed that the club should 
develop guidelines for donations, with Reckard, Sanderson, 
and Fischer named to a committee to do so. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Membership. No report. 
Public Relations. Deferred. 
Events. Deferred to later in the meeting. 

BUSINESS ITEMS 
Farm Show. Plans are moving along, with only four booths 

still available. The committee will meet Tuesday, February 17. 
Annual Meeting. Good reviews on the meal and the entire 

evening. It was suggested to show the year-in-review slide show 
during the program, rather than having it run during the meal. 
Total attedance was 134. 

FFA Pancake Breakfast. New events’ director Luepke asked 
questions and asked for assistance with the Wednesday, Febru-
ary 25 breakfast.  

Ag Day Parade. Set for Tuesday, March 24, working with 
FFA members. 

Cash Wise Brat Stand. Fischer will check with Bob Ahlers 
to see if dates have been reserved. 

Scholarships. The secretary will do a Facebook post to pro-
mote the scholarships. 

Family Night on the Dairy Farm. A new location will be 
needed; board members discussed possible ideas. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m., on a motion by 
Sanderson and second by Brandt.  

The next meeting is Tuesday, May 5 as the board does not 
meet in March or April. 

Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

Farm Show 2026 
Big Day, Big Night and a Big Show 

I do hope our members are saving the dates of March 
13 and 14 to assist the Hub Club with the food stand, hos-
pitality room, office, setup and—don’t forget—tear down 
for the Farm Show. 

Don is spending countless hours filling booths. We 
are happy to say, as of February 20 when I wrote this, we 
are up to 68 vendors committed. We will have a full 
house but, as always, if we had to, we could sneak an-
other vendor in.  

In the next two weeks, we will have a good under-
standing on what space will be left. Don and his ever-
changing color swatches keep changing to accommodate 
vendor booth spaces. It is nice to have Jenny Eckstein 
still on the team; Jenny was instrumental in sending out 
over 200 invites. She, along with Shannon, are two indi-
viduals behind the scene collecting the monies and get-
ting the vendor information into the correct hands.  

Thank you to all the committee members who make 
the 2026 show possible.  

The Friday evening vendor/member social is back, 
starting at 8:00 p.m. and ending around 9:30. This will 
be on the concourse above the arena. B & L will provide 
a cash bar and Guten Essen the appetizers. The social is 
co-sponsored by Ellingson Drainage and the Hub Club. 
Come join us, thank our vendors, and enjoy a relaxing 
time of visiting.  

Show set-up is Thursday, starting a 5:00 p.m. We’ll 
supply a pizza supper at about 6:00 p.m. Show hours on 
Friday are 1:00–8:00 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
with tear down to start at 4:00  p.m. Saturday afternoon.  

While most volunteer slots are filled, we  still need a 
few more. Check the worker list in this newsletter or—if 
you come to the show and want something to do, find me 
and I will fit a task for your liking. 

Many faces and many hands make the show a suc-
cess. When members step up, it makes being the chair-
person to this event a cake walk. Thank you, committee, 
and let me thank you members in advance for stepping 
up to help. 

Brian Fischer 507-276-6322 

A message from our president, Brian Fischer



x Contact information for 2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
1st Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 

Welcome to another edition of the Hub Club 
Newsletter. This month we’re bringing back our  “Getting 
to Know your Hub Club Board Members” section. We’ll 
introduce our newer board members and officers. 

We feel it will benefit our membership if they know 
more about FCHC’s board, especially for networking, 
volunteer opportunities and, especially, friendships. So 
here goes— 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR EVENTS DIRECTOR 
Name and Family: Jenny Luepke, married to David. 

Daughter: Heidi, 18 months. Plus indoor/outdoor 
dog, indoor cat, two goats, and a backyard flock of 
chickens, ducks, and geese.   

How long Hub Club Member: Five years; has attended 

Farm Show and pancake breakfast 
in the past, along with two annual 
banquets. 

Employment: Communications direc-
tor for U.S. Congressman Brad 
Finstad (3.5 years); 10 years total 
working for U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. 

Hometown: Waterloo, Illinois (near St. Louis, MO.) 
College and Degree: University of Illinois at Urbana, 

Champaign; Bachelors in History/Political Science. 
Most Influential person from childhood: My dad for 

his work ethic and sense of service. My mom for 
teaching me the importance of family and how to 
cook well. 

Last call for scholarship applications—they must be delivered 
or postmarked by Friday, March 15. Mail to P.O. Box 372, New 
Ulm or deliver to Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank, New Ulm. 
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total 
cap of $5,100—to students who plan to study ag, ag business, or 
natural resources. 

Final call for Hub Club 
scholarship applications

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 24  
Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s almost 

time for the annual Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 24, at 10:30 
a.m. Line up at 10:00 a.m. at the Glockenspiel. Have a tractor, com-
pany car, or something else? Bring it and drive in the parade. If you 
have questions, contact organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749). 

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as it moves 
down Minnesota Street. KNUJ will broadcast live with the assistance 
of the FFA members.

Meet Your Hub Club Board Members

  
Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Farm Show Committee Meeting—Monday, 

March 2, Happy Joes, 12:00 p.m. 
 
• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 12, 5:00 

p.m., Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm. 
 
• Farm Show 2026—Friday-Saturday, March 13-

14, Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm. 
 
• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 24, 10:30 

a.m., starting at the Glockenspiel. 
 
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, May 5, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office. 
 

No board meetings are scheduled  
for March and April 



Hub Club dues 
are due now  

Thank you to all who have  
already paid 2026  
Hub Club dues.  

 
If you haven’t yet paid  

your dues, they are  
$25 for the year,  

payable to New Ulm  
Farm-City Hub Club. 

 
Dues can be mailed to 

Steve Hoffman, member-
ship director, at 18868 140th 
Ave., New Ulm, MN 56073.  

 
Please include your name, 
mailing address, and email 
address (especially if it has 

changed recently). 
 

We try hard to keep our mem-
bership records up to date, but 

we do sometimes slip up! 

Tuesday, March 24

I want to thank you for the great newsletter. It is very heart-
warming to see that after all these years we still have a great 
group off people still promoting our values. Even tho I don’t 
recognize that many people, it’s still exciting to see the 
strength of the great community of New Ulm. Thanks again.  

Jim Thomas 
Long time club member

A note from Jim Thomas

It will soon be ‘mud time!’



The annual Farm-City Hub Club FFA 
Week Breakfast was held Wednesday, 
February 25. Hub Club and FFA members 
worked together to serve the hungry 
crowd and everyone enjoyed a great 
breakfast. The club appreciates all the 
work the FFA members do to get ready, 
serve, and clean up. 

Hub Club & FFA members serve Breakfast

New Hub Club events chair  
Jenny Luepke headed  

her first event. She reported the 
breakfast served about 200. 

 
Hub Club volunteers  

helping out were  
Justin Gode 

Butch Fischer 
Harold Remme 

Bonnie Bode 
Jayson Seiler



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

You may sign up for back-to-back shifts if you wish 
 Friday, March 13   (show hours: 1-8 pm)   

Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1. __________________   
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Ann Vogel   
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1. Vern Gieseke    
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Ann Vogel  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. _______________        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Bonnie Bode     
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Tim Waibel  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Carol Schroeder     
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Randy Schroeder  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. Ann Vogel 
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein  
 

Saturday, March 14   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)   
Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. ___________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. Dennis Sjogren  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. Karen Johnson 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. Doug Schottle 
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. ___________________   

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings  
FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  

Work Schedule 
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.  

Friday, March 13    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Jon Reinhart 2. Jerry Grathwohl   
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek   
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Dan Olson     
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1. Julie Wilson 2. Carter, Leah & Ashley Wilson   
 

 Saturday, March 14   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. Donna Fischer 2. Lorna Luepke     
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. Arline Klingler 2. Delmar Ranweiler   

3. Myrt Gieseke   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1. Connie Brown 2. Eddie Brown     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Adelle Fischer.   2. Arline Klingler 3. Dave & Chris Goplin   

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 p.m—please stay or come back 

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF FEBRUARY 26
If you can work at the show, email or call Kelsey Brandt at kbrandt785 @gmail.com or 507-995-7084 




