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Hub Club annual meeting, banquet and roast  
      A surprise appearance by members 
of New Ulm’s Concord Singers set the 
stage for a fun-filled Service to Ag roast 
at the Hub Club’s banquet Monday, 
January 26 at the New Ulm Commu-
nity Center. 
      KNUJ’s Brian Filzen emceed the 
roast and enjoyed picking on his boss. 
Filzen told how he had asked his co-
workers to share good things he should 
say—then held up a small piece of 
paper. He went on to share a lot of 
memories of working with Jim.

Telling tales 
on Jim  

were Brian 
Fischer,  

Joe Maidl, 
and Adam 

Bartels. 

As he took the podium, 
Jim donned an original 
Hub Club jacket from 
years ago, noting that it 
felt right.

When the speakers 
finished, Jim “had 
the last word,” 
sharing stories 
from growing up 
on a farm to his 
years at KNUJ. 

Jim and Konnie 
Bartels had 

plenty to laugh 
about as Jim 
was “roasted 
and toasted.” 



 

We are part of a club that connects with 
people from many walks of life. A member-
ship that is approximately 140 strong brings a 
good presence to our area.  

Recruitment should be happening every 
day by each of our members, young and old. 
Let’s promote our rural-city, ag-business rela-
tionship throughout the community.  

I want to welcome the new officer and di-
rector slate for 2026, and thank the outgoing 
2025 leaders for serving as well. A special thanks goes 
out to the annual meeting organizers—nice job.   

Thanks to brother Butch (Delbert) for gathering all 
the door prizes, Swany’s for providing the wonderful 
meal, and Brian Filzen for emceeing the roast.  

      Finally, one more congrats and thank you 
to Jim Bartels, our Service to Agriculture re-
cipient. Jim has impacted our community in 
many ways. 
      I am excited to serve as your club leader 
for the upcoming year. 2026 will be no differ-
ent from years past.  
      We will be involved in a lot of events and 
ask that you, as members, take the opportu-
nity to help out when possible. 

Involvement can be very gratifying and is much ap-
preciated.      

Contact info for all the officers and board members 
can be found in this newsletter and on our website.  

                     Brian 

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—
with a total value of $5,000 or more—to current seniors at 
NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub 
Club member (attending any school)—and planning to 
study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-sec-

ondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.  
Applications are available from school counselors and 

ag teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at 
Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.bank). Application 
deadline is March 15. 

Scholarship applications available; due date is March 15  

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
President Ken Reckard called the Hub Club Board Meet-

ing to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, January 6 
at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were board members Don Sander-
son, Brian Fischer, Randy Reinarts, Shannon Hillesheim, Ed 
Mages, Steve Hoffman, Jason Schroeder, and Ruth Klossner; 
and guests Randy Aschenbrenner, Calleigh Frederickson, and 
Tyson Goold. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Hoff-
man and second by Schroeder; motion carried. The minutes 
of the December meeting, as published and reviewed, were 
approved by consensus. 

The financial report was approved as presented by 
Hillesheim on a motion by Fischer and second by Reinarts. It 
showed a checking balance of $12,005.2, a CD of $33,126.20, 
and PMM of $25,432.72.  
GUESTS 

Calleigh Frederickson and Tyson Goold spoke about their 
participation in the 4-H Shooting Sports project and that they 
have qualified for national competition in Green Isle, Ne-
braska in June. Anticipated costs are about $2,000 each. Fred-
erickson is also Miss Brown County Global United and has 
offered to help with future Hub Club events.  

On a motion by Fischer and second by Schroeder, the club 
approved a monetary donation of $500 each to Frederickson 
and Goold, with the stipulation that they provide a newsletter 
report with photos of their national experience; motion carried.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Membership. Hoffman provided information on member-

ships paid and banquet sign-up. 
Public Relations. Deferred. 
Events. No report.  

BUSINESS ITEMS 
Farm Show. Fischer reported that the committee met Jan-

uary 5. Billboards will go up next week. The show will return 
to the large (south) arena. 

Annual Meeting Monday, January 26. Plans are moving 
along. Set-up will be at 4:00 p.m. 

Officer/Board Candidate Slate. Scott Waldner will be a 
candidate for second vice president, Randy Aschenbrenner for 
director-at-large, and Jenny Luepke for events director. Addi-
tional candidates can be nominated at the annual meeting. 

Chamber Window. Michele Schroeder will set it up in 
March to promote the Farm Show. 

Thank You. Ken Reckard was thanked for his service as 
president and Jason Schroeder for his years as vice president, 
president, and board member.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m., on a motion by 
Sanderson and second by Fischer.  

The next meeting is Tuesday, February 3.   Respectfully submitted, 
 Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

A message from our new president, Brian Fischer



2026 Banquet Memories
Brian Fischer presented a $5,000 donation 
to New Ulm FFA officers Taylor Sommer, 
Aubrey Schmidt, Adam Mages, and Alex 
Schroeder. Alex also represented the Brown 
County 4-H Federation, speaking about 
membership and participation. 
 
On behalf of the club, Michele Schroeder 
presented the 2026 Service to Agriculture 
plaque to Jim Bartels. 

Taylor Wilking and Megan Soost spoke 
about Nicollet County 4-H programs.

Membership chair Steve Hoffman and his “secretary” Kerry 
arrived early to handle nametags and dues collections. Randy 
Reinarts assisted Steve with the door prize drawings.

Duane Laffrenzen 
shared thoughts from 

the scholarship  
recipients.

A “word from our president” 
by phone. Brian Fischer read 
a text from president Ken 
Reckard who missed the ban-
quet after coming down with 
the flu. We missed you, Ken!

Jim Bartels with his family—
wife Konnie, daughters and 
sons-in-law Abby and Jeremy 
Bolduan and Jill and Ryan Pe-
terson, and son Adam.



Volunteers—and hungry pancake 
eaters—needed for FFA Breakfast   

The Hub Club’s FFA pancake breakfast will be held 
Wednesday, February 25. 

The club is looking for about a half dozen volunteers to 
help at the breakfast at New Ulm Senior High (1600 Oak 
Street). Serving will be from 6:30 to 9:30 a.m., so volunteers 
will have to “rise and shine.”  

If you can help, please contact Jenny Luepke at 618-340-
0458 or jennyluepke20@gmail.com.                
      New Ulm FFA members invite everyone to attend to enjoy 
pancakes! 
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Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 24  
The annual New Ulm Ag Day Parade is set for Tues-

day, March 24 at 10:30 a.m. Line-up will be about 10:00 
a.m. near the Glockenspiel. 

Do you have a tractor, company car or some other 
vehicle for the parade?   

Start thinking about your parade plans. If you have 
questions, contact organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749). 

Let’s hope that our Minnesota winter is turning into 
spring by then! 

HERE’S HOW TO HELP  
Volunteers are needed for set-up Thursday, March 

12, at 5:00 p.m.; the food stand and office during the 
show; and tear down about 4:00 p.m. Saturday.   

• Sign-up sheets for the various tasks were passed 
around at the annual meeting Monday evening. Many 
signed up there. For those who didn’t, Kelsey Brandt is han-
dling sign-up and/or will make “reminder” calls to get 
enough volunteers. Please make her job easier. Contact her 
by phone or email at 507-995-7084 or kbrandt785 
@gmail.com. 

• To help members know which shifts still need work-
ers—and for those of you who have already signed up to 
remember which shift you volunteered for—the work list, 
as we have it now, is printed on page 9 of this newsletter. It 
will be printed again in the March newsletter. 

• It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or 
clean-up...just come! The more hands helping, the less time 
it takes. (Pizza and pop will be provided after Thursday’s 
set-up.) 

• We need about a half dozen members to bring a pan 
of bars for the Thursday evening set-up pizza lunch; please 
contact Delbert and Adelle Fischer (507-766-7652) if you 
can bring a pan. 

• Please wear your Hub Club shirts when you help dur-
ing the show.  

2026 Farm Show—March 13-14
Report by show chair Brian Fischer    

Think back a few years. One of the issues the Farm Show was 
facing was that vendor numbers were down. That created open 
spaces in the large arena that we were in at the time.  

After being in the small arena in 2025, we are back in the big 
arena again this year.  

Talking with Don, our Farm Show vendor chairperson, we have 
just a handful of booth spaces left at this point, That’s a good problem. 
I’ve seen Don work his magic before. If we do overbook, he will 
find a solution. 

All show committees are following up on their specific tasks. 
It’s nice to have this working committee. They are all responsible 
and know what needs to be done. If you get the chance, give them a 
thank you; they all deserve it. 

Set-up will be late Thursday afternoon, starting at 5:00 p.m. 
Pizza will be ready for all helpers around 6:00 p.m.  

Show hours will be 1:00-8:00 p.m. Friday, March 13 and 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. Saturday, March 14. Teardown will start immediately 
after the show closes. Come help if you can.  

Final details are being worked out for a Friday evening show so-
cial, co-sponsored with Ellingson Drainage. It will start after the show 
floor closes at 8:00 p.m. and will go to about 9:30 p.m. It will be held 
in the mezzanine upstairs, overlooking the vendor spaces. We plan 
to have a cash bar and appetizers throughout the social.  

We encourage all club members and friends to join us to thank 
our vendors and enjoy a casual evening.  

Thank you 
note  

received 
Dear Farm City Hub Club, 

Thank you for your generosity in paying our bus 
bill so we could continue our yearly field trip to Lam-
berton to experience a day of learning about farming 
and safety.  

We love attending each year with our classes.  
Melissa Mack & Jenna Helget 

and NUACS Fourth Graders  



Banquet Memories

Altogether, 
about 130 Hub 
Club members 
and guests en-

joyed a fun 
evening at the 

New Ulm 
Community 
Center. The 

roving camera 
trie to capture 

them all on 
camera but 
may have 

missed a few

Jim’s brother 
Don was just 
one of many 

taking photos 
of the fun 

event.  
 
 
 

Jim’s extended 
family gath-
ered at one  
of the front  

tables.

The Bartels family 
provided memorabilia 
about Jim’s life for 
centerpieces for all the 
tables.  
 
Don Sanderson pro-
vided candy for 
dessert—or appetizers!



      The annual meeting and banquet of the New Ulm Farm-
City Hub Club was held Monday, January 26, 2026 at the New 
Ulm Community Center. During the social hour and dinner, 
members were able to view the 2025 year-in-review slide 
show. About 130 members and guests attended. 
      Don Sanderson provided candy that was placed on the ta-
bles for dessert. Jim and Konnie Bartels provided various items 
of memorabilia reflective of Jim’s life for centerpieces. 
      Vice president Brian Fischer gave the invocation before 
the two-meat buffet (meatballs/roast pork) that was prepared 
by Swany’s of Courtland.   
      As diners were finishing their meals, a contingent from the 
Concord Singers arrived to serenade fellow Concord Singer 
Jim Bartels and the audience. They concluded with “Ein 
Prosit.” 
      The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to order 
by Vice President Brian Fischer (in the absence of president 
Ken Reckard who was not feeling well)  at 7:15 p.m.  
      Clipboards with sign-up sheets for jobs at the club’s up-
coming Farm Show were passed around 
      Printed copies of the 2025 annual meeting minutes were 
available on the tables for members to review. A motion to ap-
prove was made by Perry Meyer and seconded by Randy 
Reinarts; the minutes were approved on a voice vote.  
      Printed copies of the treasurer’s report were also on the ta-
bles for review. David Luepke motioned, and Randy Aschen-
brenner seconded, and the report was approved on a voice vote.
      Fischer  presented the 2026 slate of officers, as printed in 
the program.                  With no additional nominations, Beth Fluegge 
motioned and Jim Bartels seconded to close nominations; mo-
tion carried. Officers elected were Brian Fischer, president; Ed 
Mages, first vice president; Scott Waldner, second vice presi-
dent; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Jenny Luepke, events di-
rector (three years); Randy Aschenbrenner, director-at-large 
(three years); and Ken Reckard, director-at-large (one year). 
Continuing directors/officers are Ruth Klossner, secretary; Don 
Sanderson, public relations director; Kelsey Brandt, director-
at-large; and Steve Hoffman, membership director.  
      Fischer recognized directors finishing years of service on 
the board—past president and director Jason Schroeder and di-

rectors Justin Gode and Randy Reinarts. He also recognized 
the Farm Show Committee. 
      Michele Schroeder noted that changes are needed for Fam-
ily Night on the Farm and asked for suggestions of possible lo-
cations and/or new formats, as well as committee volunteers. 
      There was no additional business. 
      Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship committee 
had selected six recipients for 2025—Megan Beranek, William 
Marti, Rivers Nelson, Kaden Olson, Madilyn Portner, and 
Wyatt Sorenson. Laffrenzen read excerpts from letters from 
them, since they were not able to attend. He shared that 
$91,400 in scholarships has been awarded in college scholar-
ship to 144 students since 1994. 
      New Ulm FFA Advisor Jeff Nelson and chapter officers 
Taylor Sommer, Aubrey Schmidt, Adam Mages, and Alex 
Schroeder updated the group on chapter activities and invited 
everyone to the February 25 Hub Club/FFA Pancake Breakfast 
and the May 7 Spring Ag Show. Fischer presented a check for 
$5,000 to the FFA officers to further leadership development  
      Nicollet County 4-Hers Taylor Wilking and Megan Soost 
and Brown County 4-Her Alex Schroeder spoke about the 4-
H programs in their counties. Fischer presented $2,500 checks 
to each county for leadership development. 
      With Brian Filzen of KNUJ as the guest emcee, Jim Bartels 
was recognized as the 2026 Service to Agriculture recipient. 
Speakers were Brian Fischer, Joe Maidl, and Adam Bartels. 
      On behalf of the club, Michele Schroeder presented the 
Service to Agriculture plaque to Bartels. In response, Jim 
talked about his path from Penn Township farm boy to KNUJ 
general manager—and many fun events along the way. 
      Door prize winners were drawn during the meal and an-
nounced by Steve Hoffman. The prizes were collected by Del 
Fischer, Jr., and handed out by the board and volunteers. Our 
thanks to all who donated prizes. 
      Jeff and Sue Brandes won the early bird drawing for free 
club membership for the year. 
      The new officers and board members were introduced.  
      The meeting adjourned, on a motion by Jim Bartels and 
second by Marie Guggisberg, at 9:05 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

2026 Annual Meeting Minutes  
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 26, New Ulm Community Center 

Contact information for 2026 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
1st Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Scott Waldner—Phone: 507-276-6571; Email: sawaldner@outlook.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Jenny Luepke—Phone: 618-340-0458; Email: jennyluepke20@gmail.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Aschenbrenner—Phone: 507-382-9287; Email: rnasche01@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 



 

Upcoming Events 
 
• February Board Meeting—Tuesday, February 3, 5:15 

p.m., Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office  
• Farm Show Committee Meeting—Tuesday, February 

17, 12:00 p.m, Happy Joe’s,   
• FFA Week Pancake Breakfast—Wednesday, Febru-

ary 25, New Ulm Senior High School, 6:30-9:00 
a.m.   

• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 12, 5:00 p.m., 
Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  

• Farm Show 2025—Friday-Saturday, March 13-14, 
Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  

• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 24, 10:30 a.m., 
starting at the Glockenspiel. 

The 2026 Hub Club officers and directors. Front from left: Shannon Hillesheim, Scott Waldner, Randy Aschenbrenner, Kelsey Brandt, 
and Ruth Klossner. Back: Don Sanderson, Steve Hoffman, Jenny Luepke, Ed Mages, and Brian Fischer. Not pictured: Ken Reckard.

Turning the tables!!

Sixteen years ago, 
Jim Bartels held 

little Alex 
Schroeder. On 
Monday, Alex 

turned the tables 
on Jim!

Hub Club board and family members, along with some volun-
teers and draftees prepared to deliver door prizes to the lucky 
recipients. Delbert Fischer, Jr., collected the prizes from area 
businesses and club members, just as he has done for years.

Looks like Kevin wanted to auction off one 
of the prizes, rather than deliver it!

Hub Club annual meeting, banquet and roast  



Hello Hub Club Members and Guests, 
Although I am unable to attend the banquet and meeting, 

I would like to extend my gratitude for the scholarship I have 
been awarded. I have been able to see the work of the New 
Ulm Farm City Hub club firsthand as I have helped out with 
various events during my time being a part of the New Ulm 
FFA Chapter and as a Brown County Dairy princess. I ap-
preciate everything your members have been able to do for 
the community and scholarship recipients. Thank you again. 

Madilyn Portner 
 
Dear Members of the New Ulm Hub Club, 

Thank you for awarding me the New Ulm Hub Club 
Scholarship. I truly appreciate your generosity and support, 
which will help me continue my education. I am honored to 
be selected and grateful for your investment in students like 
me. Because of this scholarship, I have not only been able 
to pursue my degree in Agricultural and Biosystems Engi-
neering, but I have also been able to participate in many 
clubs here at NDSU, such as Bison Pullers (1/4 scale tractor 
pull), Engineering Ambassadors, and Bison Catholic. 

Thank you again for the opportunity. 
Sincerely, Will Marti 

 
Dear New Ulm Farm City Hub Club, 

Thank you for your generosity in offering me this schol-
arship. It is because of amazing people like you that I can 
continue my education at Iowa State University. ISU has one 
of the best urban planning programs in the Midwest, and I 
am fortunate to study there. 

Think back to your childhood. What do you see? Do you 
remember clambering through a snowy forest in the back-
yard of a friend’s house or getting lost in the cornfield past 
dinnertime? I hope children can continue to have these mem-
ories, but nature is pushed aside as our cities grow. Sprawl-
ing housing developments take our farmland and forests, 
pollution levels rise, and the importance of nature is over-
looked. I want to be a part of changing that. 

As an urban planning student, much of my education is 
connected with natural resources and how urban sprawl af-
fects the landscape. Cities are incredibly complex, and with 
population growth, they take up more space. If that expan-
sion is done inefficiently, it takes over farmland and nature, 
while increasing pollution. Urban planners work to keep 
everything balanced. Urban planning is not just about de-
signing cities. It is also about helping a community and pro-
tecting the environment. 

Your support has allowed me to dedicate more time to 
my studies, helping me achieve a 4.00 GPA first semester. I 
can afford to take off a shift of work when needed without 
worrying about paying for school. Thank you, Farm City 
Hub Club, for this scholarship. 

Sincerely, Rivers W. Nelson 
 
Hello, 

I have attached the transcript for the Hub Club scholar-
ship. I also want to sincerely thank the Hub Club again for 
awarding me this scholarship and investing in my future. 

Sincerely, Megan Beranek 
 
Dear Members of the Farm-City Hub Club, 

First, I would like to thank you for selecting me as a re-
cipient of the Farm City Hub Club Scholarship.  

This semester, I am carrying a full course load of 17 cred-
its, which is keeping me on track to graduate in May with 
my diploma from Iowa Central Community College in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. After graduation, I hope to secure a welding 
position this summer and then attend Alexandria Technical 
& Community College this fall to obtain a Professional 
Truck Driver Class A Certificate. 

I would like to again thank you and the Farm City Hub 
Club for the generous $850 scholarship you are providing as 
I continue my welding classes at Iowa Central Community 
College. Your support is greatly appreciated and truly makes 
a difference in my education.  

Kaden Olson

Scholarship recipient thank yous

Banquet 
Memories



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

You may sign up for back-to-back shifts if you wish 
 Friday, March 13   (show hours: 1-8 pm)   

Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1. Ed Mages 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. __________________   
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1. Vern Gieseke    
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. __________________  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. _______________        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Bonnie Bode     
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Tim Waibel  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Carol Schroeder     
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Randy Schroeder  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. _______________ 
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein  
 

Saturday, March 14   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)   
Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. ___________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. Dennis Sjogren  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. Karen Johnson 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. Doug Schottle 
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. ___________________   

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings  
FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  

Work Schedule 
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.  

Friday, March 13    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Jon Reinhart 2. Jerry Grathwohl   
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek   
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Dan Olson     
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1. Julie Wilson 2. Carter, Leah & Ashley Wilson   
 

 Saturday, March 14   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. Donna Fischer 2. Lorna Luepke     
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. Arline Klingler 2. Delmar Ranweiler   

3. Myrt Gieseke   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1. Connie Brown 2. Eddie Brown     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Adelle Fischer.   2. Arline Klingler 3. Dave & Chris Goplin   

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 p.m—please stay or come back 

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF JANUARY 28
If you can work at the show, email or call Kelsey Brandt at kbrandt785 @gmail.com or 507-995-7084 

Wow! W
hat a

 great si
gn-up 

at th
e banquet (a

nd even 

before). O
nly a few sp

ots 

left t
o fil

l. T
hank you!!
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