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& Agri-business in the New Ulm Area

Hub Club annual meeting, banquet and Service to Ag recognition January 26

Hub Club members are encouraged to join their
friends as the club reviews the past year, salutes Service
to Ag recipient Jim Bartels, and elects and installs new
officers, Monday, January 26 at the New Ulm Commu-
nity Center. Social hour is at 5:30 p.m., the two-meat
meal at 6:30 p.m., and the annual meeting and roast to
follow. Cost of the meal is $25.00 per person. (Note the
earlier times this year.)

2026 Proposed Officer Slate

During the Hub Club’s business meeting January 26, the
2026 slate of officers will be presented for election.

Proposed officers are Brian Fischer, president; Ed Mages, first
vice president; Scott Waldner, second vice president; Shannon
Hillesheim, treasurer (three-year term), Jenny Luepke, events di-
rector (three-years); Randy Aschenbrenner, director-at-large (three
years); and Ken Reckard, director (one year). Additional nomina-
tions for all positions will be accepted at the annual meeting.

Continuing officers and directors are Ruth Klossner, secre-
tary; Don Sanderson, events director; Kelsey Brandt, director-at-
large; and Steve Hoffman, membership director.

Jason Schroeder will leave the board as he has completed his
service as a director the past year and president before that. Also
leaving the board are Justin Gode after six years as events director
and Randy Reinarts after three years as a director-at large.

Thank you for your service!

Annual dues of $25.00 are also typically collected at
or before the annual meeting. Members are encouraged
to mail their payment for the meal(s), as well as dues,
prior to the meeting. This will help reduce the bottleneck
at the registration table.

Your banquet invitation is on the back page of this
newsletter. Please respond with your payment by MON-
DAY, JANUARY 12.

Upcoming Hub Club Events

» Farm Show Meeting—Mon., Jan. 5, 12:00 p.m., Bank
Midwest

* Board Meeting—Tues., Jan. 6, 5:15 p.m., Don Sander-
son’s office

» Annual Meeting & Banquet—Mon., Jan. 26, 5:30 p.m.,
New Ulm Community Center

* Board Meeting—Tues., Feb. 3, 5:15 p.m., Don Sander-
son’s office

Delbert Fischer, Jr., is collecting door prizes
for the annual meeting. A limited number will
be accepted. If you have something to donate,

please contact Delbert at 507-359-9493.

A message from our president, Ken Reckard

On behalf of the board, I would like to extend holi-
day wishes and the very best as 2025 closes and 2026
begins!

It has been a good year for our club and, as the year

ends, we can reflect on all that our club has done.

A big thank-you to all our club members for plan-
ning and facilitating various events. Our club is success-
ful because of the actions of our members. So, thank
you!

We are excited for the new year and the next few
club events.

We will have the annual meeting and banquet on
January 26. Please join us for a good meal and to help
celebrate this year’s Service to Ag recognition recipient,
Jim Bartels!

This is a great time to recognize Jim for all that he
has done for our club and for the Ag industry.

Make certain that you also take a look in this
newsletter for information on the Annual Meeting and
the club’s annual dues.

Happy Holidays,
Ken



Meeting Minutes—Tuesday, December 2, 2025; Don Sanderson’s Office

President Ken Reckard called the Hub Club meeting to
order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, December 2 at
5:15 p.m. Also attending were board members Don Sander-
son, Brian Fischer, Randy Reinarts, Kelsey Brandt, Ed
Mages, and Ruth Klossner.

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Fis-
cher and second by Brandt; motion carried.

The minutes of the November meeting were approved
as published and reviewed, on a motion by Fischer, sec-
onded by Reinarts; motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was approved as presented. It
showed a checking balance of $7,508.95, a CD of
$33,126.20, and PMM of $25,353.26. Mages motioned and
Reinarts seconded approval; motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. No report.
Public Relations. Deferred.
Events. No report.

BUSINESS ITEMS

Farm Show. Fischer reported that the committee will
meet again January 5. Eddie and Connie Brown and Kerry
Hoffman have stepped forward to co-chair the hospitality
room with Bob and Sharlene Ahlers.

Board of Directors/Vice President. Fischer reported that
Randy Aschenbrenner has agreed to be a candidate for di-

rector-at-large. He will continue to work on finding candi-
dates for events director and second vice president.

Annual Meeting. Monday, January 26 at New Ulm
Committee Center. The board selected the menu—meatballs
with gravy, roasted pork, baby red potatoes, glazed carrots,
and creamy coleslaw. Sanderson will provide candy for the
tables for dessert. Board members will handle other details.

4-H and FFA Donations. Donation checks will be pre-
sented to representatives at the banquet.

Banquet Tickets. After discussion, Sanderson motioned
and Mages seconded that the club provide two complimen-
tary tickets each to the Brown and Nicollet County 4-H del-
egation, four complimentary tickets to the New Ulm FFA
representatives, and complimentary tickets to non-members
that the club asks to emcee and/or speak at the roast; youth
advisors to pay for their own tickets. Motion carried.

Volunteer Assistance Offer. An email from Calleigh
Frederickson was shared, offering to help at Hub Club
events as the Miss Brown County Global United. She will
be asked to attend the January board meeting to consider
options.

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m., on a motion by
Mages and second by Brandt.
The next meeting is Tuesday, January 6.
Ruth Klossner, Secretary

2026 Farm Show planning is moving along

From show chair Brian Fischer (507-276-6322)

Mark your calendars for March 13-14—
the dates for our annual Hub Club Farm Show

Hello, members. You may not realize it, but all club
members are part of the Farm Show event committee.

Yes, we do have an organizational board but, ultimately,
it still comes down to members helping out in many ways.

We will be starting a volunteer sheet at our annual meeting
in January and we’ll also communicate through email notices.

The Farm Show is one of our biggest fundraisers so
please consider signing up for a slot and lend that helping
hand.

Hub Club scholarships

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total value of
$5,000 or more—to current seniors at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or
daughter of a Hub Club member (attending any school)—and planning to study
ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Students must

have a 2.0 GPA.

Applications are available from school counselors and ag teachers or can
be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citi-

zensmn.com). Application deadline is March 15.

Please share this information with any student who might meet the qualifi-

cations.

Progress is happening. As of now, we already have 22
vendors committed from preregistration at last years event.
A follow-up letter will go out to remaining preregistered ven-
dors, and also a letter will go out to vendors that have par-
ticipated in the past. Thank you to Jen and Don for their
follow up.

Our next Farm Show meeting is set for January 5 at
12:00 at Bank Midwest.

So, save the dates, Thursday March 12 for Farm Show
setup, Friday and Saturday for the Farm Show itself, and
March 14 at 4:15 p.m. for Farm Show teardown.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments please
reach-out.

Motk it on your eolendar...
2026 Hub Club
Farm Show

Fridoy £ Soturday,
March 13 £ 14



Dear Farm-City Hub Club Members,

Please join us for the Hub Club’s Annual Meeting and Banquet at the New Ulm Community Center, 600
North German Street, Monday, January 26. Social hour is at 5:30 p.m, with a two-meat (meatballs/roast
pork) buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m. (Please note the earlier times this year.) Cost of the meal is $25.00 per
person. Non-members and friends are also invited to attend and require reservations.

Our new Service to Agriculture recipient, Jim Bartels, will be honored after the dinner.

A limited number of door prizes will be awarded. If you have a door prize to donate, please contact Delbert
Fischer, Jr., (507-359-9493) prior to the meeting.

Hub Club annual dues of $25.00 per membership (couple, single, or small business) are also due at this time.

We ask that you RSVP in writing by Monday January 12 and include your payment for meals and dues.
This will speed things up at the registration table the evening of the banquet.

We will have an “express line” for members who have already paid for their meals and dues. Please remem-
ber, if you tell us that you will attend, we include you in the count, and the Hub Club is charged for
your meal, whether you come or not.

There’s a special bonus for those who pay dues early! We’ll have a drawing at the annual meeting for all
who pay dues by January 12. The winner will get a refund of their membership dues for the year.

You can mail your RSVP and check (payable to Farm-City Hub Club) to:
Steve Hoffman, 18868 140th Ave, New Ulm, MN 56073

Name Address
Phone Number Email

— # of banquet tickets at $25.00 = §

Dues ($25.00 per membership) $

Total enclosed $

Send to Steve Hoffman, 18868 140th Ave., New Ulm, MN 56073
by MONDAY, JANUARY 12



