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It didn't take long for Jim Bartels to
figure out what was happening when a
group of "invaders"—carrying purple
and gold balloons—broke up the
"mandatory" 3:00 p.m. advertising meet-
ing at KNUJ Monday afternoon.

The people, the balloons, and the
Hub Club apparel gave it away.

The group showed up to announce
that Jim is the newest recipient of the
New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club Service
to Agriculture Award. Pre-planning with
KNUJ allowed the former Service to Ag
recipients to break up the business meet-
ing.

Bartels will be recognized at the
club's annual meeting and banquet Mon-
day, January 26 at the New Ulm Com-
munity Center.

Jim is the 49th recipient of the club’s
award that recognizes a person who goes
above and beyond to serve the Hub Club
and agriculture.

Bartels grew up on a dairy, hog, and
chicken farm between Brownton and
Winthrop and still remembers cleaning

J1m Bartels to receive Club’s Service to Ag award

calf pens on winter Saturdays on the
farm.

“I lived a good life on the farm with
mom and dad,” he said.

A 1970 graduate of Brownton High
School, Jim earned an Associate of Arts
degree at Willmar Community College
and majored in broadcasting at Mankato
State University.

Jim and his wife Konnie live in
Nicollet County, just across the river
from New Ulm. They have three grown
children—Adam, Abby, and Jill—and
two grandsons.

Bartels is well known throughout
southern Minnesota and beyond as the
voice of agriculture on KNUJ radio. He’s
been at the radio station since 1975 and
was the station’s general manager for
over 30 years, before cutting back to part-
time duties.

Using his farm background, knowl-
edge, and experience, Bartels has broad-
ened KNUJ’s agriculture coverage from
basic markets and news reports to a vari-

—continued on page 3

A message from our president, Ken Reckard

One of the most significant actions that an organization
and its officers or directors can undertake is to acknowledge
the valuable contributions made by fellow members to the
club's ongoing success.

Each member plays a vital role—whether serving as an
officer, a member of the board of directors, a committee
chair, or as someone who consistently assists with event
planning, setup, or takedown.

We deeply appreciate every effort, and we strive to en-
sure our gratitude is always shown to all who contribute to
our club’s achievements.

Among the ways we express our appreciation is
through the presentation of our Service to Agriculture
Award. This prestigious recognition honors members who
have demonstrated exceptional commitment and service to
the club.

This year, we are proud to announce that Jim Bartels is
the recipient of the Service to Ag Award—a recognition that
is both well-earned and well-deserved.

Thank you, Jim, for your unwavering dedication and
the contributions you have made over the years. Your ef-
forts have not gone unnoticed, and we are all grateful for
everything you have done for agriculture and our club.

In a time-honored tradition, past recipients of the Serv-
ice to Ag award gathered at Jim’s work, the KNUJ Radio
studios, to surprise him with the news. Thank you for those
that attended.

Our organization’s strength and success are a direct re-
sult of the commitment and generosity of members—Iike
Jim—and we celebrate these accomplishments together as
an organization.

Ken




Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors

President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net

Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf(@designhomecenter.com

Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com

Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com

Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com

Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.bSkO@statefarm.com

Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com

Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com
Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com

2026 Farm Show is 14 weeks away!

Show chair Brian Fischer (507-276-6322) reports:

Farm Show 2026 is set for the weekend of March 13-14.
We are scheduled to be back in the larger arena which will allow
us a few more vendor spaces.

After much discussion, the Farm Show committee has de-
cided not to have seminars at the 2026 Show.

The committee has approved moving forward with a ven-
dor party on second floor again. It will be similar to last year’s
event. Please mark your calendars for Friday, March 13. We
would like to see a good member turn out. We can all take the
time to thank vendors for coming to our show during that time.
The social hours have been moved to 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. The
event will be sponsored by a vendor. Please come and support
the club.

Committee chairs are busy making preparations. We still

are looking for vendor and hospitality co-chairs. Let me know
if you have any questions or are interested.

Invitations went out to approximately 30 preregistered ven-
dors from last year for early bird discounts on booth space.
Sometime after mid December another round of invitations will
be sent to new want-to-be vendors. Don and Jenny both have a
handle on those arrangements.

The Farm Show Committee meets four times in fall
through winter in preparation for the show, is available during
and at the weekend of the show to help, and one time after the
show for wrap-up. It really is a short-term assignment. If your
are interested, reach out. We would love the help.

The next Farm Show meeting is Monday January 5 at
12:00 noon at Bank Midwest. If you are interested in being in-
volved, please join us. We even provide a pizza lunch.

The date, time, and place have been set for the Hub Club’s
annual banquet—Monday, January 26 at the New Ulm Com-
munity Center. Swany’s of Courtland will cater, as well as
provide the bar.

Complete details—and a request for RSVPs—will be

Hub Club annual meeting, banquet and Service to Ag recognition January 26

in the January newsletter. In the meantime, please note the
date and mark it on your 2026 calendar!

The evening will include the annual meeting, election of
officers, recognition of Jim Bartels as the new Service to Ag
recipient, the 2025 slide show, and time to visit.

Hub Club scholarships

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with
a total value of $5,000 or more—to current seniors at
NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub
Club member (attending any school)—and planning to
study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-sec-
ondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.

Applications are available from school counselors and
ag teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at
Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com). Application
deadline is March 15.

Please share this information with any student who
might meet the qualifications.

Upcoming
Hub Club Events

* Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, December 2,
5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office

* Farm Show Committee Meeting—Monday, January
5, 12:00 p.m., Bank Midwest

* Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, January 6,
5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office

e Annual Meeting & Banquet, Mon., January 26,
Community Center, New Ulm



Service to Ag award recipient...continued

ety of new programs.

National FFA Convention cover-
age started in 1976 and state coverage
in 1977. Jim remembers his first state
convention as the year that Scott
Stuckey, son of Hub Club member
and New Ulm FFA advisor Frank
Stuckey, was elected state FFA presi-
dent.

FFA coverage has grown over the
years with Bartels and his team now
interviewing members from 25-plus
schools for KNUJ, plus another 20 to
25 additional schools for other Ingstad
Broadcasting stations.

“It’s a fun couple of days,” Jim
said of the conventions where he in-
terviews hundreds of members, giv-
ing each two minutes to share some of
their ag experiences.

A number of decades ago, Bartels
and the station’s sales team were looking
for a unique Dairy Month promotion.
When someone mentioned Johnny Car-
son holding a hog calling contest, they
hit on the idea of holding the Moo-Off.
With cow, bull, and calf divisions and
contestants selected by calling the sta-
tion, a Moo-Meter was used to select fi-
nalists. At the finals, held at Vogel Arena,
Moo-ologists picked the winners who re-
ceived traveling trophies.

Additional ag promotions that Bar-
tels helped develop included Farm-City
Day at the Brown County Fairgrounds,
Farm Family of the Year interviews for
eight to 12 counties, and the Ag Sweep-
stakes banquet and/or drawing.

Bartels has been involved in the
New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club almost

from its start in 1974, having come to
New Ulm only a year later.

“Perry Galvin encouraged me to get in-
volved,” Jim recalled. “I was a member
through the radio station at first. Konnie
and I are individual members now. I even
have an original purple windbreaker
jacket.”

Jim played a big role in the celebra-
tion of the Hub Club’s 50th anniversary
in September 2024, voicing the audio for
the club’s historical video. He’s also
worked at various food stands, including
Farmfest. He continues to work with
club advertising and does follow-up sto-
ries on club events. (We’re not sure how
he’s going to do one for the 2026 ban-
quet!)

In addition to the Hub Club, Jim is
involved in other organizations. He was
commander of the New Ulm SAL group
for 11 years, then vice commander, and
has just returned to the commander po-
sition. He joined the Concord Singers in
2021, is a member of the New Ulm Ro-
tary Club, is on the Fields of Grace
Parish Council and the Bernadotte
Lutheran Church Council, and was in-
volved with the Brown County United
Way for 10 years.

Aside from agriculture, sports—par-
ticularly wrestling—is at the top of Bar-
tels list. Jim has been the PA voice for
NUHS wresting meets for 30 years, has
coached youth wrestling, and has been a
pioneer in wrestling broadcasting—
doing play-by-play at district, region, and
state events for years. He officiated high
school and collegiate wrestling—includ-

Past Service to Ag recipients arranged to surprise Jim Bartels with the happy news dur-
ing an advertising meeting at KNUJ on Monday, December 1.

ing three times at the state high school
tournament—for 17 years. He’s a former
publisher of the Guillotine, the official
wrestling newspaper, and has done
monthly Minnesota Wrestling Round
Table podcasts for eight years.

He doesn’t limit sports coverage to
wrestling, however. He’s been broadcast-
ing from the Minnesota High School
Clay Target League Championships for
at least 10 years and has been taking part
in Jay Buckley Bus Tours to Minnesota
Twins Spring Training since 1994. Kon-
nie is videographer for his baseball
broadcasts, going by the video name Ida
Hoe.

During the summer, Jim plays sum-
mer team fast pitch softball with Adam
and Abby, as well as 65-and-over and 70-
and-over Masters ball, with those teams
placing second and first at nationals in
2025.

Jim has earned numerous honors
over the years, dating back to being
named to the Minnesota Wrestling
Coaches Hall of Fame in 1988. Other
awards have included Minnesota FFA
Hall of Fame, 2013; Minnesota Farm
Bureau Agriculture Communicator of
the Year, 2017; Minnesota State High
School League Outstanding Media
Award in the electronics division, 2019;
Minnesota  Chapter of National
Wrestling Hall of Fame Lifetime Service
Award, 2019; and Minnesota Broadcast-
ers Hall of Fame/Pavek Museum, 2023.

Oh his newest honor, Jim joked, “If
you hang around long enough, people
think they have to give you something.”



Meeting Minutes—Tuesday, November 4, 2025; Don Sanderson’s Office

President Ken Reckard called the Hub Club meeting to
order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, November 4
at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were board members Don
Sanderson, Randy Reinarts, Steve Hoffman, Justin Gode,
Brian Fischer, Kelsey Brandt, Ed Mages, and Ruth Kloss-
ner.

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Hoft-
man and second by Mages; motion carried. The minutes of
the September meeting were approved as published and re-
viewed, on a motion by Sanderson, seconded by Brandt;
motion carried.

With it being early in the month and in the absence of
the treasurer, the treasurer’s report was tabled.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Membership. Hoffman reported that 15 members have
not renewed and that we need more recruitment efforts, es-
pecially of young people.

Public Relations. No report.

Events. No report.

BUSINESS ITEMS

Lamberton Field Day. Questioned whether we have re-
ceived bills for the buses we agreed to sponsor. Will need
to check with the treasurer.

Service to Ag. The selection committee will meet in
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mid-November.

Farm Show. Fischer reported that the committee has
met. The March 13-14 show will be in the big arena, three
billboards have been booked, no seminars will be held, and
the social will be held from 8:00 to 9:30 Friday night. Co-
chairs for the vendor and hospitality committees are needed.

Board of Directors/Vice President. Reinarts and Gode’s
three-year director terms are up; they would like to be re-
placed. A second vice president is also needed. Fischer will
recruit prospective candidates.

Annual Meeting. Monday, January 26 at New Ulm
Community Center. Additional details to be worked out at
December meeting.

4-H and FFA Donations. Sanderson motioned and
Brandt seconded donating $5,000 to the New Ulm FFA
Chapter; motion carried. Klossner motioned and Hoffman
seconded donating $2,500 each to the Brown and Nicollet
County 4-H programs; motion carried. All donations will
be presented at the annual meeting in January.

The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m. on a motion by
Mages and second by Hoffman.
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 2.

Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Klossner, Secretary

***BREAKING NEWS***
Due to the cold weather
and snow there will be NO
farms closed. Each and
every farmer will be out in
the blistering cold, blowing
wind tending their
livestock. They will be
praying for machinery to
work, non frozen waterers
and warm healthy animals.
If you know a farmer or if
you ate yesterday and plan
to eat today, Thank and
Pray for the farmers.




