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 Bavarian Blast  
Bavarian Blast is only two weeks away, so it’s time to get 

the worker sign-up process going to make this annual 
fundraiser a success.   

Volunteers will be needed ahead of time to make sauerkraut 
and German potato salad, for set-up on Wednesday, July 16, for 
the sign-up table Thursday-Sunday, July 17-20; to work Friday 
through Sunday, July 18-20; and for teardown/cleanup Monday, 
July 21. 

Turn to pages 3 and 4 to find out how you can help.

Hub Club VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Brown County Fair  
Just like the last few years, the Hub Club has the oppor-

tunity to help at the Brown County Fair in exchange for free 
storage of our Bavarian Blast kitchen equipment at the fair-
grounds.  

Randy Schroeder is again coordinating this activity. He 
has volunteered the Hub Club for eight bartenders on 
Thursday evening, August 7, from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.  

Five of the bartenders will be needed at the Entertain-
ment Hall and three at the Grandstand. Bartending should 
be kind of fun, and a bit more of a team effort than ticket 
sales and ticket takers, like club members have done before.    

The Thursday grandstand event is one of the two demo 
derbies, so it should be busy at the grandstand bar and prob-
ably slower at the Entertainment Hall bar—so people can 
sign up for the one that fits their “personality” and willing-
ness to be busy.  

If club members are willing to work other nights or 
times, there will be ample opportunities to do so.   

To volunteer to work for the Hub Club, email, text, or 
call Randy Schroeder at rschroeder@frandsenbank.com or 
507-353-7437.  

Please wear your Hub Club shirt when you work. 
Thank you! 

Club members work brat stand  
Hub Club members Connie Brown and Bonnie Bode made sure every-
thing was ready at shift change in the Brat Stand Tuesday, June 17. Co-
ordinator Bob Ahlers and Eddie Brown shared a chuckle. Check inside 
this newsletter for photos of all the brat stand workers.

Community Events   
Farmfest—Tuesday-Thursday, August 5-7  
Brown County Fair—Wednesday-Sunday, August 6-10  
Nicollet County Fair—Wednesday-Sunday, August 6-10  
Minnesota State Fair—August 21-Labor Day September 1 

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, July 1, 5:15 p.m., 

Don Sanderson’s Office.  
• Bavarian Blast—Thursday-Sunday, July 17-20 (see 

pages 3 and 4 to learn more) 



Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com  
2nd Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, June 3, 2025; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Ken Reckard called the June Hub Club 

meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, 
June 3 at 5:17 p.m. Also attending were board members 
Don Sanderson, Randy Reinarts, Brian Fischer, Shannon 
Hillesheim, Justin Gode, Jason Schroeder, Steve Hoff-
man, and Ruth Klossner. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by 
Schroeder and second by Hoffman; motion carried. The 
minutes of the May meeting were approved as published 
and reviewed, on a motion by Reinarts, seconded by 
Sanderson; motion carried. 

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report, showing 
a checking balance of $32,381.59 and a savings deposit 
of $30,000.00. Klossner motioned and Fischer seconded 
approval; motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. Hoffman reported that 26 members 
have not renewed; he has sent emails. Board members 
reviewed the list and offered to contact some. 

Public Relations. Fischer brought up and will review 
radio advertising. 

Events. See below. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

SMYDS Pancake Breakfast. Gode noted that he 
needed more volunteers for the breakfast. Because of the 
hog show, the breakfast needs to be moved; members 
suggested possibly the 4-H building. Lilleoden’s sign 
will be used, along with a Shopper ad, to promote it. 

Brown & Nicollet County 4-H Fair Awards. Fischer 
motioned and Hillesheim seconded donating $300 to 
each county to be used as they wish for 4-H awards; mo-
tion carried. 

Bavarian Blast. Schroeder motioned and Hoffman 
seconded approving $800 for tent rental; motion carried. 
Klossner motioned and Reinarts seconded authorizing 
the Bavarian Blast committee to spend up to $750 for 
items needed (freezer rental, fire extinguishers, picket 
fencing, etc.) for the event; motion carried.  

Cash Wise Brat Stand. Klossner will check if Bob 
Ahlers needs more help. 

FFA Request. A letter was received from Aubree 
Schmidt in regards to the costs of her attendance at 
Washington Leadership Conference. After discussion, 
Sanderson motioned and Hillesheim seconded providing 
$500; motion carried. Schmidt will be asked to submit a 
report for the newsletter. The club will set up guidelines 
for future requests. 

Fly-In Breakfast. The club was approached about 
putting on the annual breakfast, since the Lions Club can 
no longer do it. The matter was tabled to the July meet-
ing. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. on a motion by 
Fischer and second by Sanderson. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, July 1.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

 

Thank you, Hub Club members, for  
stepping forward to help at club events! 

 
Our club continues to be a visible  

organization that contributes  
to the community in so many ways.

Thank you note received  
Dear Friends of New Ulm Public Schools, 

On behalf of the Board of Education and myself, I would 
like to express our appreciation for the donation of six books 
for the Jefferson Media Center. 

Your generosity and support are gratifying. 
Sean Koster, Superintendent of Schools 



      

Bavarian Blast is just around the corner, and the Hub 
Club needs your help to make this event a success! Whether 
you've helped in the past or are thinking about joining us for 
the first time, we'd love to have you on board.  

There are roles for everyone, from preparing food and 
setting up the booth, to serving and helping in the kitchen.  

For those who want to help, but can’t stand for long periods, 
the Bavarian Blast sign-up table just inside the entry gate (from 
the grandstand side) would be a good fit. The Hub Club has 
been asked to provide one or two people per shift for that. 

And don't forget—all workers get into Bavarian Blast free!  

• Dates: July 16, 18-20, 21 
•   Location: Brown County Fairgrounds  

Ready to help? Sign up now! 
• Sign up online at bit.ly/HubClubBlast25 (copy/paste)  
• Or call/text Kelsey at 507-933-0385 
• Or email: kbrandt785@gmail.com  
So you’ll know what the work times, shifts, and number 

of slots that are open for each job or shift are, check the chart 
on the next page. (Some people have already signed up; these 
are the spots that were open as of Friday afternoon.) 

Bavarian Blast food stand workers needed 

A message from our president, Ken Reckard
I have always felt that when the Fourth of July arrives, 

summer is half over. It is not, but it does feel that summer 
goes by too quickly.  

We have had a nice summer already and, hopefully, 
the weather will continue to be to our advantage.  

So far, the two club activities we’ve held have been 
very successful—The Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy 
Show Breakfast and the Cash Wise Brat Stand. Thanks to 
all the volunteers who planned and helped to make them 

successful again.  
Coming up, after the Fourth, we will have the opportu-

nity to celebrate with our friends, visitors, and neighbors at 
Bavarian Blast July 17-20. Please mark your calendars and 
plan on attending—and volunteer if you can.  

I hope to see many of you at an event or two this sum-
mer. Have a great summer full of activities and making 
memories.     

           Ken 



Bavarian Blast shifts and worker slots open as of June 27
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Hub Club worked Cash Wise Brat Stand June 16-17
Special thanks to the volunteers who stepped forward to work 

the Hub Club Brat Stand at Cash Wise Monday and Tuesday, June 
16-17. You came through when we needed you! 

Special thanks to Bob Ahlers who again coordinated the brat 
stand—and thanks to everyone who worked a shift! 

Monday first shift, left: John Luepke, Bob Ahlers, Sharlene 
Ahlers, and Pam Rosenau. 

Monday, second shift, above: Bob Ahlers, Tiffany Meyer, and 
John Flemmer. 

Tuesday workers are pictured on the next page. 



      

Second day working Cash Wise Brat Stand 

Tuesday second shift, above: John Reinhart, John Fluegge, 
Eddie Brown, Connie Brown. 

A report from Aubree Schmidt
Dear Farm City Hub Club members,  

My name is Aubree Schmidt and I am a member of the 
New Ulm FFA Chapter and serving as the Region VII Vice 
President. To begin, thank you for the generous donation 
to help pay for my trip to the National FFA Washington 
Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C. Throughout 
the trip I was able to connect with FFA members from 
across the country.  

While at the conference we attended large group and 
community sessions to work on our “Living To Serve” 
plans. I was given the opportunity to collaborate with others 
and discuss how we as young members in our community 
can implement change and make a wave of impact. Our 
main theme during the entirety of WLC was “To do what 
we can, with what we have, where we are”. This theme re-

ally spoke to each and every attendee at the conference be-
cause it reminded us that we do not need a large amount of 
resources to make a huge impact.  

Outside of sessions we were able to visit several his-
toric sites in our nation’s capitol. This included the 
Kennedy, Lincoln, and Roosevelt memorials, the Washing-
ton Monument, the Vietnam and Korean war memorials, 
Arlington National Cemetery, and the Smithsonian Zoo.  

As someone who can be nervous to step outside my 
comfort zone and meet new people, I am so grateful I had 
the opportunity to attend WLC and not only grow connec-
tions but also grow confidence in myself as a young leader. 

Thank you again for your generous support. I hope you 
enjoy the pictures!  

Aubree

Tuesday first shift, above right: Delbert Fischer, Jr., Bob Ahlers, 
Lorna Lupke, and Bonnie Bode,  



The SMYDS breakfast 
served more people than usual 
since the Polka Town Hog 
Show was also held the same 
day.  

The Hub Club breakfast 
moved to the 4-H building and 
worked well there, with the 
exception of not having run-
ning water in the building.  

Good job, crew, led by 
Justin Gode (who was camera 
shy!).

Meanwhile, over in the barns, the dairy and pig exhibitors were getting ready for their shows.

Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show Breakfast


