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Volunteering at the Fairs
Hub Club bartending  

The Hub Club is providing volunteer bartenders at 
Brown County Fair in exchange for free storage of our 
Bavarian Blast kitchen equipment at the fairgrounds.  

Coordinator Randy Schroeder reports that he has 11 bar-
tenders lined up to work Thursday evening, August 7—Don 
Sanderson, Aaron Sanderson, Steve Hoffman, Kerry Hoffman, 
Randy Reinarts, Scott Waldner, Ed Mages, Chris Fluegge, Duane 
Laffrenzen, Randy Schroeder, and Konnie Bartels.. 
 Most will work from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m., with some from 7:00 
to 11:00 p.m. Although he has the club’s obligation covered, 
Randy reports that he could still accommodate one more volunteer 
from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.  There are also some 8:00 to midnight shifts 
still available.   
 Please remember to wear your Hub Club shirt when 
you work. Thank you! 
 

4-H fair helpers needed 
Volunteers are needed to help with 4-H events at both 

the Nicollet and Brown County Fairs. Tasks include both 
assisting judges and helping with livestock shows.  

To learn more about helping with Nicollet County 4-
H events, check out z.umn.edu/NicolletVolunteers. To 
check out the how you can help at the Brown County Fair, 
go to http://z.umn.edu/bcJudgingAssistant.

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• No August board meeting 
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, Sept. 2, 5:15 p.m., 

Don Sanderson’s Office. 

Bavarian Blast thank yous  
Thank you to the many Hub Club members who stepped 

up to help at Bavarian Blast. From set up, to serving during 
the Blast, to tear down, we had people willing to do the work. 
We had a successful turnout and wouldn’t have been able to 
do it without your help!   

A special thank you to Arline Klingler and Alma Forst 
who led the charge in the kitchen to prepare the food. If you 
missed out this year, keep it in mind for next year (most likely 
July 17-19, 2026). Mark your calendars for good food, good 
music, and good fun.  

Many thanks from the BB Hub Club Committee, 
Marie Guggisberg, Garrett Freeman  

Kelsey Brandt, Jason Schroeder  
 

A message from Arline and Alma.       
Thank you to  all the Hub Club members who came to St. 

George and helped with the huge food preparation for Bavar-
ian Blast on Thursday and Tuesday. You made our task so 
much easier! Thank you again and we love the Hub Club!  
See you next year!

Hub Club member Kenneth Beranek, 
80, of New Ulm, passed away at his home 
Sunday, July 20, 2025.  

Mass of Christian Burial was Friday, 
July 25 at St. George Catholic Church with 
burial in New Ulm Catholic Cemetery.  

Ken is survived by his wife of nearly 58 
years, Shirleen; children Glenn Beranek (Darcy), Sue Brandes 
(Jeff), Bonnie Fortwengler (Aaron), and Vicky Hoffmann 
(Derek); son-in-law Craig Portner; 15 grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 

Kenny spent much of his life on the family farm until 
1998, when he and Shirleen moved to New Ulm. Farming was 
his passion along with his love of animals and the joy he found 
in being with family. In his later years, he took on the self-pro-
claimed role of "road supervisor," keeping an eye on the plant-
ing, spraying, haymaking, and fall harvests driving throughout 
the country.   

Club member passes away 

The Hub Club 
Energizer 

Bunny  
was  

at it again!  
She’s probably our 

oldest club member, 
but you’d never guess 
it, watching her work! 

Arline Klingler not 
only helped oversee 
the sauerkraut and 
German potato salad 

making ahead of time, but worked 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (and 
probably later) EVERY day of Bavarian Blast. 

Thank you, Arline—and all others who volunteered before, 
during, and after Bavarian Blast!



Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com  
2nd Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785 @gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 

Meeting Minutes — Monday, July 14, 2025; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Ken Reckard called the postponed July Hub 

Club meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Mon-
day, July 14 at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were board 
members Don Sanderson, Randy Reinarts, Shannon 
Hillesheim, Justin Gode, Jason Schroeder, Kelsey 
Brandt, Ed Mages, and Ruth Klossner. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by 
Gode and second by Schroeder; motion carried. The min-
utes of the June meeting were approved as published and 
reviewed, on a motion by Hillesheim, seconded by 
Brandt; motion carried. 

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report, showing 
a checking balance of $31,142.25 and a savings deposit 
of $30,000.00. Klossner motioned and Reinarts seconded 
approval; motion carried. Sanderson motioned and 
Mages seconded moving $25,000 to a money market at 
Bank Midwest; motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. No report. 
Public Relations. No report. 
Events. Deferred to business items. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

SMYDS Pancake Breakfast. Gode reported that he 
had good help and that the event went well in the 4-H 

building. The Hub Club borrowed a flat grill and it 
worked well. The hog show didn’t have as many people 
eating as expected so Gode has sausages left over. The 
club took in $990 in free will donations while using $516 
of groceries. 

Bavarian Blast. A great group of 15 people turned out 
to make sauerkraut Thursday and the work list was filling 
in. Set-up will be Wednesday, July 16. Plants, shrubs, and 
fencing have been arranged. Schroeder reported that 
freezer rental will cost $150.  

Cash Wise Brat Stand. Klossner reported that Bob 
Ahlers said the Hub Club got a check for $449 from Cash 
Wise and received $62 in tips, for a total of $511. 

County Fair Workers. Klossner will check with 
Randy Schroeder to ask about volunteers and will send 
an email if necessary. 

Fly-In Breakfast. After discussion, Klossner mo-
tioned and Hillesheim seconded to decline the offer from 
the New Ulm Lions in regards to taking over the Fly-In 
Breakfast in 2026; motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. on a motion by 
Sanderson and second by Mages. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, September 2 as the club 
does not meet in August.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

 

Thank you, Hub Club members, for  
stepping forward to help at club events! 

 
Our club continues to be a visible  

organization that contributes  
to the community in so many ways.

er 
weeks 
of the 

esday, 
ter be 

sletter 
y. 

Cash Wise Brat Stand report  
The Hub Club ran another successful brat stand at Cash Wise 

back in June. Organizer Bob Ahlers reported that our share of 
sales was $449. Plus, we received $62 in tips, making our total 
income $511.  

Just as important is the PR that we receive from our visibility 
in the community.  

Thank you to all who volunteered and to Bob Ahlers for co-
ordinating the event.  



      
A message from our president, Ken Reckard

We all know that when the Fourth of July comes 
around, summer feels like it is more than half over.  

There is still plenty of time left in the summer for fun 
activities, but the days accelerate and before we know it, 
summer is over.  

One way to ensure that we make the most of the sum-
mer is to take in the activities that the club is a part of.   

Recently, Bavarian Blast 2025 ended and was well at-
tended. Thanks to all who planned, managed and worked 

in the food stand! We won’t know just how well we did 
but with the crowds on Saturday and Sunday, I think we 
did quite well.  

Next on the agenda for August are the Brown and 
Nicollet County Fairs. We have an opportunity as a club 
to volunteer at the Brown County Fair. See more infor-
mation in this newsletter. As always, thanks for being a 
member and hope to see you out at the next events! 

                                            Ken 

Farm-City Hub Club, 
Thank you for sponsoring the Southern Minnesota 

Youth Dairy Show. With your support, we have been able 
to show our calves along with other kids in the area each 
year and start our summer show season. 

Adam Fritsche 
Ryan Fritsche 

 
Hub Club, 

Thank you for your donation to the Southern MN 
Youth Dairy Show. We truly appreciate your support! We 
had a lot of fun and we look forward to it next year! 

Thanks again! 
Alex, Aiden & April Schroeder 

Courtland, Mn 

Dear New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club, 
Thank you for sponsoring the champion intermediate 

showman award at the Southern MN Youth Dairy Show. I 
greatly appreciate the award that you sponsored. 

Thanks again, 
Aiden Schroeder 

 
Dear Shannon and Hub Club, 

The Milford 4-H would like to send you huge thanks 
for your support. Due to your support we were able to get 
new members involved along with giving our older mem-
bers the opportunity to go to the State Fair. You do amazing 
things! 

With a lot of gratitude, 
Milford 4-H 

Thank you notes received 

Bavarian 
Blast  

pre-event 
preparations

      With a little—or maybe a lot of—begging and pleading, 
good crews of Hub Club volunteers turned out to make 
sauerkraut and German potato salad ahead of Bavarian 
Blast. Food prep chairs Alma Forst and Arline Klingler 
were pleased with the number of people that came out to 
the St. George Fellowship Hall Thursday, July 10 and Tues-
day, July 15. The work got done in short order. 
      Thank you to all!



Thank you to our members and 
other volunteers (or “draftees”) 
who pitched in to make the Hub 

Club food stand a success! 

Bavarian Blast 2025

The Nicollet County 4-H Ambassadors pitched in to help.

Thank you 
to those 
who sent 
photos 
from  
their  

shifts!



Bavarian Blast 2025

The Sunday  
noon crew had a 
chance to watch 

(and photograph)  
the parade when  

business was 
light.


