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Meet the Hub Club’s 2025 Scholarship Recipients   
The Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee selected six outstanding students to receive  

2025 Hub Club Scholarships of $850 each. The awards were announced by mail. Let’s meet the recipients. 
Student Parents High School College and Anticipated Major  

Megan Beranek Maria Beranek & Brian Beranek NUHS Southwest Minnesota State Univ, Ag Education  
William Marti       Keith Marti, Melissa Visser NUC No. Dak. State Univ. Ag & Biosystems Engineering 
Rivers Nelson Marques & Corissa Nelson MVL Iowa State Univ., Community & Regional Planning 
Kaden Olson Daniel & Annette Olson NUC Iowa Central Comm. College, Welding Technology 
Madilyn Portner Nicole & Brandon Portner NUHS Winona State Univ., Animal Science, Pre-Vet Track 
Wyatt Sorenson Eric & Charlotte Sorenson NUHS Minnesota West, Jackson, Electrician 

Thank you to the Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee—  
Ann Wendinger, Bill Swan, Justin Gode, and Duane Laffrenzen 

Megan Beranek William Marti Rivers Nelson Kaden Olson Wyatt SorensonMadilyn Portner

      Club member Robert “Bob” Griebel, 
96, of New Ulm and formerly of rural Sear-
les, passed away April 3, at Oak Hills Liv-
ing Center in New Ulm. 
      Mass of Christian burial was Thursday, 
April 10 at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Searles.   
      Bob is survived by daughters Dianne 

(Dwight) Melzer, Joyce Griebel, and Kathy (Fred) Braulick; 
sons Ken (Sue) Griebel and Rich (Jackie) Griebel; eight grand-
children, 21 great-grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild; 
and other relatives. His wife, Electa, passed away in 2018. 

Growing up in rural New Ulm, Bob was a 1946 graduate 
of New Ulm High School and went on to the University of 
Minnesota to study agriculture. Bob received the Hub Club 
Service to Ag Award in 1993 and was club president in 1996. 
He also volunteered with MN Dairy Promotion Council, 

Brown County DHIA, ADA, AMPI, and 
more. 

Club member Kenneth “Ken” Fluegge, 
79, of New Ulm passed away Tuesday, 
April 15 at Abbott Northwestern Hospital in 
Minneapolis.  

Funeral service was Wednesday, April 
23 at Brighton Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 

Ken is survived by wife Christine; children Karen (Phil) 
Boehlke and Kevin (Beth) Fluegge; seven grandchildren, and 
other relatives. 

A graduate of New Ulm High School, Ken earned an elec-
trical engineering degree at Willmar Vo Tech. He worked at 
3M for 20 years and continued to farm another 20 until retire-
ment. Ken was a patient, hardworking man whose life was 
based on “Faith, Family, Farming, and Fishing.  

Two Hub Club members pass away recently 



Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com  
2nd Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, May 6, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office.  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, June 3, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office.  
• Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show Break-

fast—Saturday, June 14, Fairgrounds *  
• Cash Wise Brat Stand—Monday & Tuesday, June 

16 & 17, Cash Wise *  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, July 1, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office. 
* Volunteers will be recruited next month 

The wrap-up meeting for the 2025 show was held April 21 
at the Pizza Ranch. The committee was treated to a noon lunch 
in thankfulness for their professional efforts in planning and 
holding another successful show. 

Importantly, I want to recognize the 2025 committee con-
sisting of Don Sanderson, vendor chair; Jenny Eckstein, vendor 
correspondent; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer: Ruth Klossner, 
advertising and office; Michelle Schroeder, signage and event 
coordinator; Delbert and Adele Fischer, concessions; Bob and 
Sharlene Ahlers, hospitality room; John Luepke, utility person. 

I also want to mention Julie Wilson, assistant to conces-
sions, and Megan Struss who is coming on board to help with 
advertising. It’s a great team. 

I know I’ve mentioned this before, but it’s worth repeating. 
Thank you to all the people that came Thursday for setup and 
then again Saturday for teardown. Thank you to the people that 
helped in various jobs during the event, either on the vendor 
floor or the food stand. All that help was much appreciated and 
is a direct result of membership support. The community did 
notice. Thanks to all! 

A few notes from 2025, compared to 2024. We used the 

North Arena, which is smaller, but things went off with few hic 
cups. Don did a great job of vendor layout. We registered 62 
venders, occupying 113 booths. The show was down a few 
vendors because of the change which, in turn, meant we did 
not aggressively recruit at the end because it was full.  

The Farm Show income/expenses is not final as we are 
waiting for a few bills to arrive. The final numbers will be re-
ported in a future newsletter. 

We encouraged vendors to sign up to return next year.  
The committee is already planning, by pre-registrating vendors, 
for a show in 2026. To date, 30 are committed. The date has 
not been set, due to Civic Center availability, but we will shoot 
for the second weekend in March and we are favoring the 
North Arena again, due to good traffic flow. Details will fol-
low.  

In other good news, the entire committee is planning to be 
back. Our next meeting will be in early fall. Anyone wanting 
to share ideas or suggestions—or to volunteer to be part of the 
2026 committee—is asked to reach out. Please contact me  at 
507-276-6322. 

Chairman Brian Fischer 

2025 Farm Show Wrap-up 

Club president’s father passes  
Charles “Chuck” Reckard, 94, of Arnolds Park, Iowa, the father 

of Hub Club president Ken Reckard, passed away Monday, April 
14. His funeral will be held Wednesday, April 30 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Milford, Iowa. 

From age 13 to his high school graduation, Chuck worked as a 
farmhand, then joined the U.S. Air Force. He was stationed in 
Japan during the Korean War. After his honorable discharge, 
Chuck attended Iowa State University, earning a BS degree in agri-
culture. He taught high school vo ag at Worthington and Rolfe, 
Iowa; was an adult ag instructor at Lakefield; then a loan officer 
and vice president at banks in Lakefield, Beauford, and Lake Crys-
tal, before retiring in 1993. 

In addition to Ken, Chuck is survived by Mary Ruth, his wife 
of 68 years; five other children; 11 grandchildren and 12 great 
grandchildren. 


