
     

The farm show moved to the north arena of the Civic Center this 
year. As always, it packed the available space with displays, equip-
ment,  animals, and a lot more Friday and Saturday March 7& 9. 
The attendance was great and vendors were happy!
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Farm Show 2025 filled the Civic Center’s North Arena



    A message from our president, Ken Reckard
Organizations throughout the area are always on the 

lookout for new members and our club is no exception. 
We count on volunteers to plan and carry out the var-

ious events that we host. Our volunteers are some of the 
best in the area—just look at the success that we have 
had recently—the Ag Day Parade, The Farm Show, and 
the FFA Pancake Breakfast to name three.  

Those events take volunteers, and I am making it my 
mission to add to our membership so we can continue 
these great events far into the future.  

I was sitting with several board members at lunch 
with the  MARL group (see the story elsewhere in this 
newsletter) this past week, when an idea on adding mem-

bers came to light.  
Why not have every member just ask at least one 

person that they know if they would be interested in join-
ing?  “Just Ask”  as a theme was born and we will use 
that theme throughout the year. Sometimes, that is all 
that is needed, just ask.  

So here is the challenge, if all our members would 
“just ask” someone that you know to join, think about 
how that would help our club. We have great volun-
teers; we have a strong mission, and the communities 
appreciate all that we do! Volunteers make our club a 
success. 

Ken

Summer events  
So. MN Youth Dairy Show—Sat., Jun. 14 
Cash Wise Brat Stand—Mon.-Tues., Jun. 16-17 
Bavarian Blast—Thurs.-Sun., Jul. 17-20 
Farmfest—Tues.-Thur., Aug. 5-7 
Brown County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 6-10 
Nicollet County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 6-10 
Minnesota State Fair—Aug. 21-Sept. 1 

Meeting with MARL members  
Five Farm-City Hub Club board members joined a number of MARL 

(Minnesota Agriculture & Rural Leadership) class participants for lunch at 
Lola's Thursday, March 20. The MARL program is a dynamic leadership 
development program for active and engaged adult agricultural and rural 
leaders in Minnesota. Every two years, a new class of leaders from all areas 
of agriculture are selected to develop their own leadership skills and to share 
those skills with various organizations and communities in Minnesota dur-
ing their two year class.  

Class participants contacted the Hub Club and invited us to have lunch 
with them so they could learn more about our club. The club's mission and 
events were a big topic, as well as issues facing the ag community.  

It was especially helpful that our own Steve Hoffman—who himself 
was a class participant several years ago—was able to bridge the gap be-
tween Hub Club and MARL with his own experiences.  

A big thank you to Brian, Randy, Don, Steve and the MARL partici-
pants for joining us. Ruth joined us at the end.

Hub Club board meets MARL members. From left: Randy Reinarts, Brian Fischer, 
Sue Schatz and Mandy Hunecke of MARL, Steve Hoffman, Ken Reckard, Terra Wier-
son of MARL. Don Sanderson, and Ryan Versey of MARL. 

Have you paid your  
Hub Club dues?  

 
Thank you to all who have  

already paid 2025 Hub Club dues.  
 

If you haven’t yet paid your dues,  
they are $25 for the year, payable to  

New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club. 
 

Dues can be mailed to 
Steve Hoffman, our new membership  

director, at 18868 140th Ave.,  
New Ulm, MN 56073.  

 
Please include your name, mailing address, 

and email address (especially if it has 
changed recently). 

 
We try hard to keep our membership 

records up to date,  
but we do sometimes slip up!

Check the Hub Club Facebook page for more photos from Hub Club events



Tear down photos are on page 6

Just as she has for many years, club member Michele 
Schroeder prepared the club’s display in the Chamber of 
Commerce window for March. The Chamber allows member 
groups to put up a window display for a month each year. 
Thank you, Michele!

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• No April Hub Club Board Meeting  
• Farm Show Wrap-up Meeting—Monday, April 21, 

12:00 noon, Pizza Ranch  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, May 6, 5:15 

p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office.  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, June 3, 5:15 

p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office. 

by Brian Fischer, Show Chair 
Thanks to a strong board trusting in its membership and 

thanks to the same strong committee stepping up to the plate,  
another successful Farm Show was held in early March. 

Thanks to the entire Hub Club team. 
Let me give a shout out and recognize the show commit-

tee—Don Sanderson, vendor chair; Jenny Eckstein, vendor 
correspondent; Ruth Klossner, advertising and publicity; 
Michele Schroeder, signage and event coordinator; Shannon 
Hillesheim, treasurer; Delbert and Adelle Fischer and Julie 
Wilson, concessions; Bob and Sharlene Ahlers, hospitably 
room; John Luepke, utility person; and Joe Maidl, door prize 

procurement. 
Thank you to all the people who came Thursday for set 

up and again Saturday for tear down. Thank you to the people 
who helped in various jobs during this event, either on the 
vendor floor or the food stand. All that help was much appre-
ciated and is a direct result of membership support.  

People did notice. Thanks to ALL. 
Our committee will hold a Farm Show wrap-up meeting 

April 21. There we will revisit and set new goals for the 
2026 Farm Show. I will ask the board to allow me to chair 
another year. More detailed results of 2025 will be ready for 
our May newsletter.  

Farm Show 2025—another successful event

Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com  
2nd Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 

Hub Club member Carol Hoffmann, 
73, passed away Saturday, March 22.  

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
11:00 a.m. Saturday, April 5 at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in New Ulm. Visitation 
will be 4:00-7:00 p.m. Friday, April 4 at 
Minnesota Valley Funeral Home–South.  

Carol is survived by husband Neal 
Hoffmann; four children, six grandchil-
dren, and many other family members. 
In addition to being a wife and mother, Carol worked at vari-
ous retail locations in New Ulm and was an active Hub Club 
volunteer along with husband Neal.  

Club member passes 

Promoting the Hub Club



From set-up Thursday evening through tear-down Saturday after-
noon, our club members were there to help.

Dairy Princess program
Ken emceed the program when the Nicollet and Brown County dairy princess 
coronations were held Saturday afternoon. The princesses and ambassadors 
visited with the public in the morning. Nicollet County royalty, above; Brown 

County Ambassadors, bottom left, and princesses, below.

Farm Show 2025



Farm 
Show 
2025 

Club members pitched in wherever they were 
needed, including some that were recruited at the 
last minute to fill in. Thanks to all! 
 
Flowers from the Hub Club office were delivered to 
Larry Luepke, below, and also to Robert Griebel, 
both at Oak Hills Living Center, after the show.

From animals to 
machines and food 
to vehicles, there 
was something for 
everyone at the 
farm show. And the 
mascots even tried 
arm wrestling!

 Check  
the Hub 
Club’s  

Facebook 
page for 

more photos 
from the 

Farm Show 
and the  
Ag Day  
Parade



After Kelcie Schaefer won a kids’ 
door prize, mom Jamie sent this 
note: “Please tell the Farm-City Hub 
Club thank you for the prize! Kelcie 
gifted it to her little brother Cody 
and he loves it!”   

2nd annual Friday evening Farm Show social 
The Friday evening social was back for a second year and was co-sponsored by Ellingson 
Drainage.  Appetizers were provided, along with a cash bar.

Door prize winner Bob Ahlers wrote: 
     I would like to thank the Hub Club, 
Ellingsons, and George's Fine Steaks for the 
drawing I won at the Farm Show Social Fri-
day evening. 
     What a wonderful gift. Thanks again for 
drawing my name. 

                                          Bob Ahlers 



2025 
New Ulm 
Ag Day  
Parade 
March 18 

2025 Service to Ag recip-
ients Eddie and Connie 
Brown were parade 
grand marshals. 

Big or small, the 
FFA members re-
cruited all sizes and 
businesses to be part 
of the parade. 
 
Thank you to 
everyone who took 
part—and to those 
who watched as the 
parade came down 
the street. 
 

 
 

FFA members did the 
KNUJ play-by-play. 
 
The Hub Club Cub did 
not have to walk the 
route this year—he rode 
the parade in style, 

FFA members carried the 
flags and banner.

The FFA members turned out in force. The Hub Club 
treated them to pizza afterwards, below right.


