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      Farm Show 2025 is right around the corner. There will be 
noticeable changes when you set foot into the Civic Center.  The 
biggest is that, for the first time, we’ll be in the NORTH arena, 
instead of our usual spot. We’ll still have the food stand in the 
entryway and our Friday evening social will be in the same lo-
cation upstairs.  

The arena will be full, as our booth space is less than other 
years. We are full, with no more room for additional vendors. 
Don and Jenny have lined up 60 vendors to fill the 109 booths 
available. 

The social will be held on the second level of the Civic Cen-
ter. Searles Bar and Grill will provide a cash bar and light ap-
petizers. The event will begin at 8:00 p.m. and end at 9:30 and 
is co-sponsored by show vendor Ellingson Drainage. It’s an ap-
preciation for our vendors and members  and community people 
involved with agriculture. Please join us in this appreciation.  

The dairy princess coronation will take place in the upstairs 
classroom. Judging and interviews will be in the usual location 
upstairs. 

It takes many hands to organize an event that fills the arena. 
It also takes many hands to help set-up and tear down. We need 
your help. We hope to see many members there to assist the 
committee, both for Thursday evening setup and Saturday af-
ternoon teardown.  

Curtain set-up starts at 5:00 p.m. Thursday, March 6, with 
pizza for all afterwards. As always, FFA members will assist 
us—it’s always fun to work side-by-side with them. 

Teardown will begin at 4:00 p.m. Saturday. Many hands 
make that go quickly. 

No sign-up is needed for set-up or tear-down—just come! 
Most worker slots during the show are filled, but a couple 

volunteers are still needed.  Check page 5. If you can help, 
please contact Marie Guggisberg at marieg17703@gmail.com 
or 507-276-8615. 

A  Farm Show poster is included in this newsletter (page 
6). If you can, please post for people to see. 

Please wear your Hub Club shirt when you come to work 
during the show, if you have one. 

For those working in the office, there will be a brief info 
sheet at the table with things you might need to know. 
      Special thanks to food stand chairs Del and Adelle, hospi-
tality room coordinators and New Ulm “poster hangers” Bob 
and Sharlene, door prize collector Joe, and committee members 
not already mentioned—Don, Jenny, Michele, John, and 
Ruth—and show chair Brian. It’s a “well-oiled” crew!  

Hub Club Farm Show is only ten days away! 

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 18  
Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s almost 

time for the annual Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 18, at 10:30 
a.m. Line up at 10:00 a.m. at the Glockenspiel. Have a tractor, com-
pany car, or something else? Bring it and drive in the parade. If you 
have questions, contact organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749). 

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as it moves 
down Minnesota Street. KNUJ will broadcast live with the assistance 
of the FFA members.

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 6, 5:00 p.m., 

Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  
• Farm Show 2025—Friday-Saturday, March 7-

8, Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  
• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 18, 10:30 

a.m., starting at the Glockenspiel.  
• Farm Show Wrap-up Meeting—Friday, April 

11, Pizza Ranch, 12:00 p.m.  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, May 6, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office. 

Cash Wise Brat Stand dates  
We’re signed up for Monday & Tuesday,  

June 16 & 17. Mark the dates on your calendar!



A message from our president, Ken Reckard
Hello Hub Club Members: Now that we may have come 

through the coldest part of winter and warmer days are 
ahead, we can set our sights on coming events. Our annual 
Farm Show is March 7-8 and is one of our main events for 
the year. I encourage all to come to the New Ulm Civic Cen-
ter and visit with the companies and organizations that help 
make this possible. A social for vendors/members, will be 
held on Friday night on the second-floor concourse.    

We are still looking for a few more volunteers, so please 
consider that. Help is needed at set-up Thursday night and 
takedown immediately following the show at 4:00 p.m. Sat-
urday. We have a great committee that does all the planning, 
and I want to thank them for all that they do. 

The next big event is to celebrate National Ag Day with 
our Ag Day Parade, March 18 at 10:30 a.m. Line-up will be 

about 10:00 a.m. near the Glockenspiel. If you have time, 
why not come by and help us celebrate.   

We had two events this past week that were well at-
tended, and I wanted to highlight both. The first was the an-
nual FFA Pancake Breakfast. Even though the weather was 
cold, it was well attended, and I want to thank the club mem-
bers who worked the breakfast and the New Ulm FFA Chap-
ter that invited us to help them celebrate National FFA Week. 

The second event was the New Ulm Chamber’s HYPE 
(Helping Young Professionals Evolve) event. More than 30 
organizations attended and mingled with young profession-
als from the surrounding area. The event showcased that our 
area is alive with opportunities to serve others and I was very 
glad to be a part of it. 

                                         Ken 

Last call for scholarship applications—they must be de-
livered or postmarked by Friday, March 1. Mail to P.O. Box 
372, New Ulm or deliver to Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens 

Bank, New Ulm. The Hub Club will award five or six schol-
arships—with a total cap of $5,100—to students who plan 
to study ag, ag business, or natural resources. 

Final call for scholarship applications

The grilling crew of Harold, Jeff, Jason, Justin, Del, and Randy 
whipped up the pancakes for the FFA breakfast Thursday, February 
20, delayed a day by the cold weather. 

Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com  
2nd Vice President Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 

Hub Club grillers at FFA breakfast 

More pics on page 4

Browns thank the Hub Club  
Eddie and I would like to thank the Hub Club for 

choosing us to be this year’s recipients of the Hub Club 
Service to Agriculture Award and for the plaque that was 
given to us on behalf of the club. 

The January 27 meeting, banquet, and “roast” was 
greatly enjoyed by all.  

Thank you to Jason and Michele for all their time to 
plan and organize the evening. Also the large “Wanted” 
poster for us and the page-size copies for all attendees.  

Thank you to speakers Brian Fischer, Tom Brown, 
Perry Forst, and Ann Wendinger. Also to Ruth Klossner 
for the wonderful write-up and pictures.  

Thank you so much for honoring us by presenting us 
this amazing award for 2025. 

Connie & Eddie 



Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, February 4, 2024; Don Sanderson’s Office
First Vice President Brian Fischer called the February 

Hub Club meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on 
Tuesday, February 4 at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were board 
members Don Sanderson, Shannon Hillesheim, Randy 
Reinarts, Jason Schroeder, Ed Mages, and Brian Fischer 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by 
Mages and second by Schroeder; motion carried. The min-
utes of the January 7 meeting were approved as published 
and reviewed, on a motion by Reinarts, seconded by 
Schroeder; motion carried. 

Hillesheim’s treasurer’s report for January 2025 was 
reviewed. The report was approved as printed, on a motion 
by Reinarts and second by Schroeder; motion carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. No report 
Public Relations. Deferred to later. 
Events. In an email, Justin Gode reported through text 

message. Still need some help for February 19 pancake 
breakfast. There was some confusion on start time. Publi-
cations say 6:30 a.m.  
BUSINESS ITEMS 

Farm Show. Fischer reported the Farm Show to be 
held March 7-8 in the NORTH arena. While the board 

is OK with that weekend, it definitely would like to 
have the SOUTH arena as usual and will convey that 
desire to the city. Planning and details are falling into 
place. 

Annual Meeting Follow-up. The board talked about 
pros and cons. Stage worked well, good parking, door prize 
time improved since last year’s event. Brownies a good 
idea. We should have announced a last call before we 
started the roast. Consensus to consider this venue again 
next year. 

Pancake breakfast. Justin reported through text we 
need more help. 

Ag Day Parade. Scheduled for Tuesday March 18. Joe 
Maidl is taking care of details. Line up starting at 10:00 
and parade starts at 10:30 a.m. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:47 p.m. on a motion by 
Sanderson and second by Hillesheim. 
 

The next meeting is Tuesday, May 6. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brian Fischer,  

Acting Secretary 

Hub Club dues 
are due now  

Thank you to all who have  
already paid 2025  
Hub Club dues.  

 
If you haven’t yet paid  

your dues, they are  
$25 for the year,  

payable to New Ulm  
Farm-City Hub Club. 

 
Dues can be mailed to 

Steve Hoffman, our new 
membership director, at 

18868 140th Ave., New Ulm, 
MN 56073.  

 
Please include your name, 
mailing address, and email 
address (especially if it has 

changed recently). 
 

Tuesday, March 18

Daylight Savings Tim  e starts Sunday, March 9!  

Turn your clocks AHEAD one hour or you’ll be late wherever you’re going 



The annual Farm-City Hub Club/FFA Week Breakfast was 
held Thursday, February 20. Hub Club and FFA members 

worked together to serve the hungry crowd and everyone en-
joyed a great breakfast.

Thanks to everyone 
who pitched in to help! 
Justin Gode coordinated 
the event with Hub Club 
crew members. Many FFA 
members helped—doing 
the prep work, getting and 
returning the grills and 
supplies from/to the stor-
age unit and setting up. 

 Jeff Nelson made his 
biggest pancake ever—
and the boys demolished 
it!  

Hub Club & FFA members serve Breakfast

I wonder how many  
pancakes Del has flipped 

for the Hub Club?



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

You may sign up for back-to-back shifts if you wish 
 Friday, March 7   (show hours: 1-8 pm)   

Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1. Ed Brown 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Connie Brown   
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1. Ed Mages    
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. __________________  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. Steve Hoffman        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Kerry Hoffman     
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Steve Hoffman  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Carol Schroeder     
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Randy Schroeder  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. Tim Waibel 
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein  
 

Saturday, March 8   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)   
Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. ___________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. ___________________  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Delmar Ranweiler  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. Dennis Sjogren 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. ___________________  

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings 
 

FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  
Work Schedule 

Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.  
Friday, March 7    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   

(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  
11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Arline Klingler 2. Bonnie Bode   
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek   
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Korbin Olson     
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1.-4. Julie, Carter, Leah & Ashley Wilson   
 

 Saturday, March 8   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. Jon Reinhart 2. Jerry Grathwohl     
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. Arline Klingler 2. Doug Schottle   

3. Randy Reinarts   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1. Marlene Ranweiler 2. Delmar Ranweiler     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Bonnie Bode 2. Tom Forst    

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 p.m.—please stay or come back 

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF FEBRUARY 21
If you can work at the show, email or call Marie at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615




