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The Official Newsletter of the Farm-City Hub Club—Promoting Agriculture & Agri-business in the New Ulm Area
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Annual
Meeting,

Eddie and Connie
Brown had plenty
to laugh about
when they were “roasted and toasted” dur-
ing the Service to Ag portion of the Hub
Club’s annual meeting and banquet Mon-
day, January 27. Speakers
were Tom Brown and Brian
Fischer, above, and Perry
Forst and Ann Wendinger,
left. Michele Schroeder em-
ceed the roast and unveiled
the Browns’ “wanted”
poster. Page-size copies were
given to all attendees.
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A message from our new president, Ken Reckard

I would like to begin by thanking the club members
who helped make the annual meeting a great success. It is
a given to say that the club appreciates what our volunteers
do to make our events successful, but I never want to take
for granted what members do...so thank you to all.

Secondly, I would like to congratulate Ed and Connie
Brown for being this year’s Service to Ag recipients. They

are more than willing to volunteer wherever and whenever
the club needs them, so congratulations!

Additionally, I would like to thank Jason Schroeder
for his past leadership as president and to Marie Guggis-
berg for her insights and direction as a retiring director. We
had a great year as a club, and I want to thank both.

As we begin 2025, there is an optimism in the club that
this year will be just as great as years in the past. We will

have our pancake breakfasts, the
farm show, brat stand, Bavarian
Blast, and so much more!

‘What makes these events so suc-
cessful are not only the organizational
skills of the members who lead the
club, but, additionally, all the volun-
teers in and outside of the Hub Club.

One of my goals as your Presi-
dent this year, is to look for ways to
increase membership. I know that is a tall task, but a very
important one. I ask all members to please join me in un-
covering ways to increase membership so that we may al-
ways have the volunteer strength to carry out our mission
of Promoting Agriculture! Ken

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, January 7, 2025

President Jason Schroeder called the January 7 Hub Club
meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office at 5:16 p.m. Also
attending were board members Ken Reckard, Randy Reinarts,
Don Sanderson, Brian Fischer, Shannon Hillesheim, Kelsey
Brandt, Marie Guggisberg, and Ruth Klossner; and guest Ed
Mages.

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by
Hillesheim and second by Reinarts; motion carried. The min-
utes of the December meeting were approved as published and
reviewed, on a motion by Reckard and second by Brandt; mo-
tion carried.

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report; it showed a
checking balance of $31,019.19, with $30,000 in a CD. Fis-
cher moved to accept the report; Guggisberg seconded and the
motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. No report.
Public Relations. Sanderson deferred.
Events. No report.

BUSINESS ITEMS
Farm Show. Fischer reported that the committee met the
day previous. An evening social, co-sponsored by Ellingson
Drainage, will be held. The dairy princess coronations will be
held at the show, with coronation in the upstairs classroom.
Books to Schools, Libraries. The final book deliveries
have been made.

Annual Meeting. Schroeder confirmed that the FFA offi-
cers will be present and that the Hub Club donation will be
presented at the banquet. Door prize drawing and announce-
ments will be streamlined. Schroeder will check with Garrett
Freeman’s office in regards to banquet sign-up.

Officer Slate. On a motion by Guggisberg and second by
Fischer, the officer slate to be presented was approved; motion
carried. On the ballot will be Ken Reckard, president; Brian
Fischer, first vice president; Ed Mages, second vice president;
Steve Hoffman, membership director (two-year term); Don
Sanderson, public relations director (three years); Kelsey
Brandt, director-at-large (three years); Jason Schroeder, direc-
tor (one year); and Ruth Klossner, secretary (three years). Ad-
ditional nominations will be accepted from the floor.

Chamber Window in March. Michele Schroeder will pre-
pare a display for the window.

Ag Day Parade. Schroeder reported that Joe Maidl is
working with FFA to plan this year’s parade on National Ag
Day, March 18 at 10:30 a.m. The Hub Club will provide pizza
for FFA members taking part. Klossner moved and Guggis-
berg seconded to approve the plans; motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 5:58 p.m. on a motion by Fis-
cher and second by Reinarts.

The next meeting is Tuesday, February 4. The annual
meeting will be Monday, January 27.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Scholarship applications available; due date is March 1

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with
a total value of about $5,000—to current seniors at NUHS,
NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club mem-
ber (attending any school)—and planning to study ag, ag
business, or natural resources at the post-secondary level.

Students must have a 2.0 GPA.

Applications are available from school counselors and
ag teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at
Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com). Application
deadline is March 1.



Jason Schroeder presented the Hub Club’s $5,000 donation
to advisor Jeff Nelson, left. “Brownies for the Browns” for
dessert, above.

2025 Banquet
Memories

Connie and Eddie Brown thanked the
group after the plaque presentation.

New Ulm FFA officers. From left: Megan Beranek, Aubree Schmidt, Adam
Mages, Logan Platz, and Zelli Kamm.

Swany’s of Courtland catered the meal and provided the bar.

Everyone enjoyed a toast after Tom Brown ended with “Ein Prosit.”




2025 Farm Show—North Arena, Civic Center

Report by show chair Brian Fischer

I hope that club members are saving the dates of March 7-
8 to help the club at the annual farm show. Volunteers are needed
for the set-up Thursday, March 6, at 5:00 p.m., food stand, office,
and tear down about 4:00 p.m. Saturday.

Sign-up sheets for the various tasks were passed around at
the annual meeting Monday evening. Many signed up there. For
those who didn’t, Marie Guggisberg is handling sign-up and/or
will make “reminder” calls to get enough volunteers.

Please make her job easier. Contact her by phone or email
at 507-276-8615 or mariegl7703(@gmail.com.

To help members know which shifts still need workers—
and for those of you who have already signed up to remember
which shift you volunteered for—the work list, as we have it
now, is printed on the page 9 of this newsletter.

It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or clean-
up...just come! The more hands helping, the less time it takes.
(Pizza and pop will be provided after Thursday’s set-up.)

The Brown and Nicollet County Dairy Princess coronations
will again be held at the Farm Show Saturday afternoon. Coro-
nation will be in the upstairs classroom.

Don Sanderson is spending countless hours communicating
with vendors. With the show being in the smaller North Arena
(due to a hockey tournament), we have fewer booths available.
The show will look busy, with slightly narrower aisles. All 110
booths will be occupied.

Jenny Eckstein is still on the team and was instrumental in

emailing over 200 businesses. She’s working with treasurer
Shannon Hillesheim to record payments and reservations.

John Luepke and Ken Reckard will work with set-up. Del-
bert and Adelle Fischer are organizing the food stand and Bob
and Sharlene Ahlers will take care of the hospitality room.

The Friday evening vendor/member social is being co-spon-
sored by Ellingson Drainage and will be from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m.
This will be held on the concourse upstairs. Searles Bar and Grill
will provide a cash bar and appetizers.

We encourage all club members and friends to join us
to thank our vendors and enjoy a casual evening.

Many faces and many hands make the show a success.
When members step up, it makes being the chairperson a cake
walk. Thank you to the committee and our members who will
help out.

Chairperson Brian Fischer, 507-276-6322

A few more things:

* We need about a half dozen members to bring a pan of bars
for the Thursday evening set-up pizza lunch; please contact
Michele Schroeder (507-276-4810) if you can bring a pan.

* Volunteers are asked to wear their Hub Club shirts when
they help during the show. Instructions for the various jobs will
be posted.

Share your stories!
@NatlonalFFA | #FFAWeek
#FFAAlumNI | #CiveFFADay
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Volunteers—and hungry pancake
eaters—needed for FFA Breakfast

The Hub Club’s FFA pancake breakfast will be held
Wednesday, February 19.

The club is looking for about a half dozen volunteers to
help at the breakfast at New Ulm Senior High (1600 Oak
Street). Serving will be from 6:30 to 9:00 a.m., so volunteers
will have to “rise and shine.”

If you can help, please contact Justin Gode at
jgode@citizensmn.com, 507-228-8283 (work), or 507-276-
6597 (cell).

New Ulm FFA members invite everyone to attend to
enjoy pancakes!

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 18

Let’s hope that this relatively warm winter weather con-
tinues right through March. Our 2025 Ag Day Parade is set
for Tuesday, March 18 at 10:30 a.m. Line-up will be about
10:00 a.m. near the Glockenspiel.

Do you have a tractor, company car or some other vehicle
for the parade?

Make your parade plans. If you have questions, contact
organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749).



Thank you to Woodstone Senior Living for use of

the most appropriate centerpieces.

2025 Banquet
Memories

Neal and Carol Hoffman’s check was
drawn to win a year’s free membership
in the early bird drawing.

The Brown family is having fun with Eddie and Connie’s “wanted”
poster!

At just shy of 101, Adeline Wiltscheck was the oldest person at the ban-
quet.

Brown and Nicollet County 4-Hers, Alex
Schroeder and Violet Beranek thanked the club
for its support for 4-H programs.

Thank you note from
Brown County 4-H

Dear Farm City Hub Club,

Thank you for your contribution
of $2,000 received December 3,
2024, on behalf of the Brown
County 4-H Federation! Your sup-
port plays a crucial role in helping us
provide life-changing opportunities
for youth development in our com-
munity. We are incredibly grateful
for your belief in the 4-H mission
which helps us grow and inspire the

The 2025 Hub Club officers and directors. Front from left: Ruth Klossner, Brian Fischer, next gene.ratlon of 1eader?'
Ken Reckard, Kelsey Brandt, and Randy Reinarts. Back: Ed Mages, Don Sanderson, Sincerely, Madeline Clarke,
Justin Gode, Jason Schroeder, and Steve Hoffman. Not pictured: Shannon Hillesheim. Brown Co. 4-H Extension Educator



Contact information for 2025 Hub Club Officers & Directors

President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net

Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf(@designhomecenter.com

Ed Mages—Phone: 507-276-2976; Email: edmonmag@gmail.com

Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com

Membership Director Steve Hoffman—Phone: 507-276-3468; Email: sdhoffman65@gmail.com

Events Director

Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.bSkO@statefarm.com

Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us

Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com
Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com

2025 Annual Meeting Minutes
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 27, New Ulm Community Center

The annual meeting and banquet of the New Ulm Hub
Club was held Monday evening, January 27, 2024 at the New
Ulm Community Center. During the social hour and dinner,
members were able to view the 2024 year-in-review slide
show. About 128 members and guests attended.

Vice president Ken Reckard gave the invocation before
the two-meat buffet (roast beef/roast pork) that was prepared
by Swany’s of Courtland.

The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to order
by President Jason Schroeder at 7:49 p.m. Printed copies of the
2024 annual meeting minutes were available on the tables for
members to review. A motion to approve was made by Tim
Waibel and seconded by Tony Guggisberg; the minutes were
approved on a voice vote.

Copies of Shannon Hillesheim’s treasurer report were also
available on the tables. The report showed a net income for
2024 of $9,938.67 as both the Farm Show and Bavarian Blast
did well and 50th Anniversary events netted $3,919.36. Brian
Fischer motioned, Dave Wendinger seconded, and the report
was approved on a voice vote.

Schroeder presented the 2025 slate of officers, as printed
in the program. With no additional nominations, Delbert Fis-
cher, Jr., motioned and Marie Guggisberg seconded casting a
unanimous ballot for the officers; motion carried. Officers
elected were Ken Reckard, president; Brian Fischer, first vice
president; Ed Mages, second vice president; Ruth Klossner,
secretary (three years); Steve Hoffman, membership director
(two years); Don Sanderson, public relations director (three
years); Kelsey Brandt, director-at-large (three years); and Jason
Schroeder, director-at-large (one year). Continuing
directors/officers are Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Justin
Gode, events director; and Randy Reinarts, director-at-large.
Thank you to Marie Guggisberg and Garrett Freeman who fin-
ished years of service to the club.

There was no additional business to be conducted.

Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship committee
had selected two recipients for 2024—Caleb Brown and An-
drew Hellendrung. He read a letter from Brown, who was not
able to attend. Laffrenzen shared that $86,300 in scholarships
has been awarded in college scholarship to 138 students since
1994.

New Ulm FFA Advisor Jeff Nelson and chapter officers
Logan Platz, Adam Mages, Aubree Schmidt, Megan Beranek,
and Zelli Kamm updated the group on chapter activities and
invited everyone to the February 19 Hub Club/FFA Pancake
Breakfast.

Nicollet and Brown County 4-H members Violet Beranek
and Alex Schroeder thanked the group for support for 4-H lead-
ership programs.

Eddie and Connie Brown received the Service to Agricul-
ture award. They are the 48th recipients of the award. Michele
Schroeder emceed the roast. Speakers were Brian Fischer,
Perry Forst, Ann Wendinger, and Tom Brown.

Schroeder presented the Service to Agriculture plaque on
behalf of the club. In response, the Browns thanked the club
for being able to be part of the club and for the honor.

Door prize winners were drawn during the meal and an-
nounced by Garrett Freeman. Ed Mages was the winner of the
first prize, a quilt made by Toni Laffrenzen and donated by Dr.
Ann Vogel. The prizes were collected by Del Fischer, Jr. Our
thanks to all who donated.

Neal and Carol Hoffmann won a free year of club mem-
bership in the early-bird drawing.

The new officers and board members were introduced.

The meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m. on a motion by
Michele Schroeder and second by Luepke.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Cash Wise Brat Stand dates are set

Chair Bob Ahlers has booked our club to work two days at the Brat Stand this summer—Monday and Tuesday, June 16 and
17—the only two days he could get back-to-back. This is a fundraiser and a great PR event for our club.



Scholarship recipient thank you

Up coming Events Members of New Ulm Hub Club,
) ) I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for awarding
* Farm Show Committee Meetlng—Monday, February me a scholarship. I am truly honored and humbled to be the re-
3, 12:00 p.m, Bank Midwest cipient, and I want to extend my sincerest thanks for your support
February Board Meeting—Tuesday, February 4, 5:15 and confidence in me. . .
p.m., Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office Th{s scholarshlp will help lighten the ﬁnanma! burdeq of my
education, allowing me to focus more on my studies. It will pro-
* FFA Week Pancake Breakfast—Wednesday, February vide me with the resources needed to achieve my academic goals
19, New Ulm Senior ngh SChOOl, 6:30-9:00 a.m. and pursue my career aspirations.

I am currently studying in the marine, motorcycle, power-
sports technician program at Alexandria Technical and Commu-
nity College, making the most of this opportunity. Your
* Farm Show 2025—TFTriday-Saturday, March 7-8, Civic generosity has inspired me to work even harder and to give back

Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm. to the community in meaningful ways.

. o . Once again, thank you for your kindness and support. I am
g Diny Mol lnsisclyy memsl 18 100 i, grateful for the difference you have made in the support of my

education that will open doors for my future.
Sincerely, Caleb Brown

 Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 6, 5:00 p.m., Civic
Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.

starting at the Glockenspiel.

Hub Club
board mem-
bers Jason
Schroeder
and Don
Sanderson
completed de-
liveries of ag
books to ele-
mentary
schools and
libraries in January. Sanderson had great-grand-
sons in two of the groups.

ag books prested o area schools and libraries

St. Paul’s Lutheran, above; New Ulm Public Library, top right. Jefferson Elementary, bottom left; Washington Learning Center, below.

Thank you notes received for ag books delivered to schools
Dear Friends of New Ulm Public Schools, Thank you for your recent donation
On behalf of the Board of Education and myself, I would like to express of agriculture books to Immanuel
our appreciation for the donation of books to the Middle School Media Center. Lutheran School. The books will be read
Your generosity and support are gratifying. by students throughout the school.

Sincerely, Sean Koster, Superintendent Thank you, ILS Staff & Students



WANTED

Bdward &
Gonnio Brown

Alias:
Bddio & Connie

doproach with saution! %
They mill talk with
anyone about agything!

Grimo: Hard working Hub Club Members willing to help when
needed without recognition!
Last Seen: Section 30, Lafayette N Township, Nicollet County

| REWARD OFFERED! ,_
_ If found, deliver to the FarmGity Hub Club for a Bounty!
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FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF JANUARY 27
If you can work at the show, email or call Marie at mariegl7703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615

FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER

Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in
Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, etc.
Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc.

You may sign up for back-to-back shifts if you wish
Friday, March 7 (show hours: 1-8 pm)

Overhead door—=8 to 10:30 am 1.

Office—8 to 10 am

Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm

Office—10 am to 1 pm
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm
Office—1 to 3:30 pm
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm
Office—3:30 to 6 pm
Greeter—6 to 8 pm
Office—6 to 8:30 pm *

Bouncer—8 to 9 am
Office—8 to 10 am
Greeter—9 to 11 am
Office—10 am to 1 pm

Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm

Office—1 to 4:30 pm
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm

11 amto 1:15 pm
1:15 to 3:30 pm
3:30 to 5:45 pm
5:45 to 8:00 pm

8:30 am to 10:45 am.
10:45 am to 1:00 pm

1:00 to 3:15 pm
3:15to 5:30 pm

1. Jenny Eckstein 2.
1. Ed Mages

1. Jenny Eckstein 2.
1. Steve Hoffman q(
1. Kerry Hoffman

1. Steve Hoffman
1. Carol Schroeder
1. Randy Schroeder
1. Tim Waibel

1. Jenny Eckstein

Saturday, March 8 (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)

. Jenny Eckstein

. Dennis Sjogren

1

1

1.

1. Delmar Ranweiler
1

1

1

. Jenny Eckstein

* Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings

Work Schedule

Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.

Fridav, March 7 (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)

(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)

1. Arline Klingler
1. Tom Beranek
1. Annette Olson

2. Bonnie Bode
2. Jane Beranek
2. Korbin Olson

1.-4. Julie, Carter, Leah & Ashley Wilson

Saturday, March 8 (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm)

(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)

1. Jon Reinhart

1. Arline Klingler

3. Randy Reinarts

1. Marlene Ranweiler
1. Bonnie Bode

2. Jenny Grathwohl
2. Doug Schottle

2. Delmar Ranweiler
2. Tom Forst

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 p.m—please stay or come back
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