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4-H Donations 
presented 

 
       Hub Club president Jason 
Schroeder presented club donations to 
Nicollet County Extension Educator 
Kelsey Brandt, left, and Brown County 
Extension Educator Maddie Clarke at 
the December 3 board meeting. 
       Each county 4-H Federation re-
ceived $2,000 to be used toward the cost 
of leadership programs.  
       A donation to the New Ulm FFA will 
be presented at the annual meeting Jan-
uary 27. 
 

Hub Club members are encouraged to join their friends 
as the club reviews the past year, salutes Service to Ag re-
cipients Connie and Eddie Brown, and elects and installs 
new officers, Monday, January 27 at the New Ulm Commu-
nity Center. Social hour is at 6:30 p.m., the two-meat meal 
at 7:00 p.m., and the annual meeting and roast to follow. Cost 
of the meal is $25.00 per person.   

Annual dues of $25.00 are also typically collected at 

or before the annual meeting. Members are encouraged to 
mail their payment for the meal(s), as well as dues, prior 
to the meeting. This will help reduce the bottleneck at the 
registration table.  

Your banquet invitation is on the back page of this 
newsletter. Please respond with your payment by 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15.

Hub Club annual meeting, banquet and Service to Ag recognition January 27 

Delbert Fischer, Jr., is collecting door prizes 
for the annual meeting. A limited number will 
be accepted. If you have something to donate, 

you must contact Delbert at 507-359-9493. 

2025 Proposed Officer Slate  
During the Hub Club’s annual business meeting January 

27, the 2025 slate of officers will be presented for election.  
Proposed officers are Ken Reckard, president; Brian Fis-

cher, first vice president; Ed Mages, second vice president; 
Steve Hoffman, membership director (two-year term); Don 
Sanderson, public relations director (three years); Kelsey 
Brandt, director-at-large (three years); Jason Schroeder, di-
rector (one year); and Ruth Klossner, secretary (three years). 

Additional nominations for all positions will be accepted 
at the annual meeting. 

Continuing officers and directors are Shannon Hilles-
heim, treasurer; Justin Gode of New Ulm, events director; 
and Randy Reinarts of Sleepy Eye, director-at-large.  

Marie Guggisberg will leave the board as she has com-
pleted her service as a director the past year and president 
before that. Thank you for your service, Marie!

Upcoming Hub Club Events  
• Farm Show Meeting—Mon., Jan. 6, 12:00 p.m., Bank 

Midwest  
• Board Meeting—Tues., Jan. 7, 5:15 p.m., Don Sander-

son’s office  
• Annual Meeting & Banquet—Mon., Jan. 27, 6:30 p.m., 

New Ulm  Community Center  
• Board Meeting—Tues., Feb. 4, 5:15 p.m., Don Sander-

son’s office 



President Jason Schroeder called the December 3 Hub 
Club meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office at 5:15 p.m. 
Also attending were board members Ken Reckard, Randy 
Reinarts, Don Sanderson, Brian Fischer, Kelsey Brandt, 
Shannon Hillesheim, Garrett Freeman, and Ruth Klossner. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Fis-
cher and second by Brandt; motion carried. The minutes of 
the November meeting were approved as published and re-
viewed, on a motion by Hillesheim and second by Sander-
son; motion carried. 

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report; it showed a 
checking balance of $32,453.47, with $30,000 in a CD. Final 
Family Night on the Dairy Farm expenses were reviewed, 
showing a cost to the club of $584.28. Brandt moved to ac-
cept the report; Reinarts seconded and the motion carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. Banquet planning is underway. 
Public Relations. Sanderson deferred. 
Events. No report.  

BUSINESS ITEMS 
Hub Club’s 50th Anniversary. Fischer will provide a 

final wrap-up for the January newsletter. 
Farm Show. Fischer reported that the committee is drop-

ping seminars for this year. An evening social, co-sponsored 
by a vendor, will be held. Whether the dairy princess event 

will be part of the show is not known, considering we won’t 
have the bleachers since we’ll be in the north arena. 

4-H Donation. Brown County Extension Educator Mad-
die Clarke and Michele Schroeder were present to update 
the group on 4-H happenings in the county; Kelsey Brandt 
did the same for Nicollet County. President Schroeder pre-
sented $2,000 checks to each county 4-H Federation for 
leadership programs. 

Books to Schools, Libraries. Brandt brought the book 
donations, sorted by school/library, to the meeting. Board 
members will deliver and take photos. 

Board of Director/Officer Elections. Potential candidates 
for second vice president and the membership director posi-
tions are being sought.  

Annual Meeting Menu, Cost, etc. The board decided on 
a two-meat meal, beef and pork, with the rest of the menu 
and cost similar to last year.  

Family Night on the Dairy Farm. Board members felt it 
was a great event (except for the heat). With a club cost of 
less than $600, it does a good job, serving our purpose of 
educating non-farm people about agriculture.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
The next meeting is Tuesday, January 7. The annual 

meeting will be Monday, January 27.  
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, December 3, 2024; Don Sanderson’s Office

Hub Club scholarships  
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total value of $5,000 

or more—to current seniors at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a 
Hub Club member (attending any school)—and planning to study ag, ag business, 
or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.  

Applications are available from school counselors and ag teachers or can be re-
quested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com). 
Application deadline is March 1. Please share this information with any student 
who might meet the qualifications.   

 

Mark it on your calendar... 
2025 Hub Club 

Farm Show 
Friday & Saturday, 

March 7 & 8

A message from our president, Jason Schroeder
As I look back over the last year—WOW—what a 

year! When I think about everything the club has done—
Family Night on the Dairy Farm, Farm Show, Bavarian 
Blast, annual meeting, Cash Wise brat stand, monthly 
meetings, 50th Anniversary celebration, Ag Day Parade, 
donations to FFA and 4-H, plus more—I can’t believe we 
got it all done!!   

I am very thankful for all the work, efforts, and dedi-
cation of our members during one of the busiest and best 
years of our club! Our club could not have done what it 

did without all our wonderful members!   
It has been a great privilege to serve as president dur-

ing the 50th year of our club.  If you have ever thought 
about serving in a leadership role in our club, please do so.  
I did and I am so glad that I served.   

I look forward to seeing our membership at the annual 
meeting on January 27 and roasting Eddie and Connie as 
well!  The evening is always a good time.   

Happy New Year and a blessed 2025 to everyone! 
               Jason  



Ag books presented  
to area schools  
and libraries 

 

The Hub Club purchased a total of 69 agricultural books to donate 
to area schools and libraries. Books were delivered to five schools and 
one public library by Hub Club board members before the Christmas 
break, with the rest to be delivered soon after the break.  
 
Most of the books were purchased from Lykke Books, with a few that 
weren’t available locally secured from Amazon. Book topics include 
corn, tractors, drones, beef, and farm-to-table foods, as well as books 
about Dr. Temple Grandin and Charles Henry Turner.

Immanuel 
Lutheran, 
Courtland. 

 
Sleepy Eye  
St. Mary’s.

St. Anthony Grade School, New Ulm, above.  
Sleepy Eye Public, below.

Dyckman Libray, Sleepy Eye. 

Thank you from the Dyckman Library: Thank you for the 
precious gift of books! We especially appreciate the agricul-
tural focus of these books. The books encourage youth to get 
interested in ag and value living in a rural agricultural area.

New Ulm Middle School.



Contact information for 2024 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: 6kjreck@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (C); jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.bk@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 

Farm Show chairman reports on plans for 2025 show  
Farm Show 2025 is set for the weekend of March 7-8. 
A noticeable change is that the event will be held in the 

North Arena this year, due to a planned state hockey tourna-
ment. We will have just about the same number of vendor 
spaces, but the show floor will look busier. That’s because aisle 
sizes and corner booths had to be adjusted to handle the high 
number of vendors expected to participate. 

Another change for this year is that we will take a break 
and not have seminars. This will be under review for 2026. 

The committee has approved moving forward with a ven-
dor social Friday evening of the show. It will be similar to last 
year’s event and will be held on the second floor. The event 
will be from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. and will be co-sponsored by a 
vendor.  

Please mark it on your calendar. I would love to see a good 
member turnout. It’s a great chance to visit with show vendors 
and to thank them for being part of our show. Please come and 
support the club. 

The show committee chairs are busy making preparations. 
We are still looking for assistants for many of the committees. 
Let me know if you have any questions or are willing to help. 

Invitations have gone out to all pre-registered vendors 
from last year. Another round of invitations is being sent to 
new want-to-be vendors. Don Sanderson and Jenny Eckstein 
both have a hand taking care of that. It’s a lot of work.  

After this show, Ruth is asking to resign from the Farm 
Show committee. She is in charge of advertising and publicity. 
If anyone is interested, please contact Ruth or myself for more 
details. 

Here’s a rundown on the details of the Farm Show Com-
mittee: it meets one time after the show for wrap-up, four times 
fall-winter in preparation for the show, and members are avail-
able the weekend of the show to help. It really is a short-term 
assignment. If you’re interested, please reach out. We would 
love your help. 

Chairman Brian Fischer 507-276-6322 

Hub Club 50th Anniversary wrap-up  
      It was a busy 2024 for our Hub Club organ-
ization. One of these events took a year of plan-
ning.  
      After four hours of fun and entertainment, 
the celebration of our 50th Anniversary now is 
part of our club’s history.  
      The event was not about making money, but rather to let 
the community know what the Farm-City Hub Club stands for.  
      Although the committee expected and planned for more, 
about 125 people attended the event. The evening included 
two silent auctions, a short video program, a raffle, a corn/bean 
game, a 10x envelope game, and lots of socializing.  
      We applied for and received a $2,500 grant for the publi-
cation of the club’s history book.  
      Total income for the event came to $12,906. 
      A few of the higher ticketed expense items were the hall 
rental, catered food, printing of the anniversary book, raffle 
winner payouts, and many miscellaneous bills. Total expense 
for the event came to $9,241.52. 

      The bottom line is that the committee pulled 
this event off by depositing $3,664.48 back into 
our account to go toward scholarships. That was 
awesome! 
      A side note, we did take in two new mem-
berships that evening. 

      Thank you to committee members Don Sanderson, Ruth 
Klossner, Michele Schroeder and Doc Ann Vogel. Thank you 
to Nick Stadick for live music, Joe Maidl for being auctioneer, 
Jim Bartels and Adam Towles for the 
video presentation, and many others 
that helped setup, tear down and clean 
up.  

Chairman Brian Fischer 
 

Note: If you haven’t picked up your 
copy of the Hub Club 50th Anniver-
sary history book, get it at the banquet 
January 27. 



Dear Farm-City Hub Club Members, 
 
Please join us for the Hub Club’s Annual Meeting and Banquet at the New Ulm Community Center, 600 
North German Street, Monday, January 27. Social hour is at 6:30 p.m,, with a two-meat (roast beef/roast 
pork) buffet dinner at 7:00 p.m. Cost of the meal is $25.00 per person. Non-members and friends are also 
invited to attend and require reservations. 
 
Our new Service to Agriculture recipients, Eddie and Connie Brown, will be honored after the dinner.  
 
A limited number of door prizes will be awarded. If you have a door prize to donate, you must contact 
Delbert Fischer, Jr., (507-359-9493) prior to the meeting. 
 
Hub Club annual dues of $25.00 per membership (couple, single, or business) are also due at this time. We 
ask that you RSVP in writing by Wednesday, January 15, and include your payment for meals and dues. This 
will speed things up at the registration table the evening of the banquet. We will have an “express line” for 
members who have already paid for their meals and dues. Please remember, if you tell us that you will at-
tend, we include you in the count, and the Hub Club is charged for your meal, whether you come or 
not. 
 
There’s a special bonus for those who pay dues early! We’ll have a drawing at the annual meeting for all 
who pay dues by January 15. The winner will get a refund of their membership dues for the year.  
 
You can mail your RSVP and check (payable to Farm-City Hub Club) to: 

Garrett Freeman, 21 North Minnesota St., Suite B, New Ulm, MN 56073 
 
Or you may drop it off to Garrett’s attention at his office at 21 North Minnesota Street in New Ulm. 
 
 
 
Name Address 
 
Phone Number Email 
 
        # of banquet tickets at $25.00   =    $ 
 
Dues ($25.00 per membership)      $ 
 
Total enclosed $ 
  

Send to Garrett Freeman, 21 North Minnesota Street, Suite B, New Ulm, MN 56073 by  
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 

or drop off to Garrett’s attention at his office at 21 North Minnesota St., Suite B, New Ulm 

Cut here


