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Eddie and Connie Brown were enjoying 
a leisurely supper with their son's family Sun-
day evening, November 24, when suddenly 
three cars pulled up at Chad and Amber's 
house. Six members of the New Ulm Farm-
City Hub Club got out, knocked on the door, 
and shocked Eddie and Connie with the news 
that they are this year's recipients of the club's 
Service to Agriculture award.  

Using a little trickery, club member 
Michele Schroeder had contacted Amber after 
the selection committee of past recipients se-
lected the Browns for the honor. Amber 
agreed to have Eddie and Connie over for 
super to “taste test the new venison burgers.” 

Amber, Chad, and daughter Emily 
agreed that it was a hard secret to keep as 
Amber said, “I couldn’t clean up the house 
too much or Connie might have suspected 
something was up.” 

The secret was kept, even though it was reported that Chad 
“kept looking out the window” while they were eating, until 

the cars pulled up. 
“We were really surprised,” Eddie said. “This isn’t necessary.” 

Eddie & Connie Brown to receive Club’s Service to Ag award

With help from Amber Brown, the Hub Club was able to surprise Eddie and Connie.

—continued on page 4

The 2025 Hub Club Farm Show committee has been meeting 
for a number of months. Pictured at the November 18 planning meet-
ing  are, front, from left: Shannon Hillesheim, Julie Wilson, and Bob 

and Sharlene Ahlers. Back: Ruth Klossner, Brian Fischer, Jenny Eck-
stein, John Luepke, Michele Schroeder, and Delbert Fischer. Not pic-
tured: Don Sanderson, Joe Maidl, and Ken Reckard.

Farm Show Committee at work planning 2025 show



President Jason Schroeder called the November 5 Hub 
Club meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, 
November 5 at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were board mem-
bers Ken Reckard, Randy Reinarts, Don Sanderson, Brian 
Fischer, Justin Gode, Kelsey Brandt, Marie Guggisberg, and 
Ruth Klossner. 

The meeting agenda was approved with two additions 
on a motion by Fischer and second by Reckard; motion car-
ried. The minutes of the September meeting were approved 
as published and reviewed, on a motion by Sanderson and 
second by Guggisberg; motion carried. 

Schroeder reviewed the treasurer’s report that Shannon 
Hillesheim had sent ahead of time; it showed a checking bal-
ance of $36,208.50, with $30,000 in a CD. Income included 
$3,500 from a grant toward Family Night on the Dairy Farm 
expenses and $300 from Brown County Fair for workers. 
Reckard moved to accept the report; Reinarts seconded and 
the motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. No report. 
Public Relations. Sanderson deferred. 
Events. Gode reported that the Community Center is 

booked for the annual meeting. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

Hub Club’s 50th Anniversary. It was a fun evening with 
everyone having a great time. The silent auction did very 
well; final financial figures are not in, but all parts of the 
event (raffle, silent auction, etc.) are expected to clear about 
$3,500. 

Books to Schools, Libraries. Brandt reported that the 
books will be available soon; she’ll sort them by 
school/library and board members will deliver.  

Lamberton Field Day. St. Paul’s and NUACS asked for 
busing assistance; $214 has been paid out to date. 

Service to Ag Nominations. Several nominations have 
been received; the committee will meet later in November. 

Board of Director/Officer Elections. Three-year terms 
that will be up in January are Klossner, secretary; Sanderson, 
public relations director; and Brandt, director-at-large. All 
three agreed to run for another term; additional nominations 
will be accepted. Nominations for second vice president are 
also needed. 

Farm Show. Fischer reported that the committee is look-
ing for additional members. The show will be in the north 
arena of the Civic Center on March 7-8, causing some con-
cerns about losing some space. Billboards have been or-
dered, as have curtains. The committee will meet November 
18. An evening social might be held. 

4-H and FFA Donations. After discussion, Fischer mo-
tioned and Guggisberg seconded donating $5,000 to the New 
Ulm FFA Chapter and $2,000 each to the Nicollet and Brown 
County 4-H Federations; motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:11 p.m. on a motion by 
Brandt and second by Guggisberg. 

 
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 3. The annual 

meeting will be held Monday, January 27.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, November 5, 2024; Don Sanderson’s Office

Longtime club member passes away  
Hub Club member Richard Bau-

mann, 76, of New Ulm passed away 
Friday, October 25, 2024, at Bayside 
Manor in Gaylord. 

A memorial service was held Sat-
urday, November 16, at Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran Church in New Ulm.  

Rich served the Hub Club as 
president in 1992 and co-chaired the 
club’s Farm Show in 2012 and 2013. 

He is survived by daughters Tina (Brad) Budin, 
Tammy (Scott), and Shelby (Eric) Liestman; son Scott 
(Solange) Baumann; nine grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. His wife of 53 years, Barbara, passed away 
in 2021. 

Rich served in the U.S. Army from January 1971 to 
December 1972 and was released early to continue his col-
lege education. He earned a master’s degree in agriculture 
education from the U of M. He was a Farm Business Man-
agement instructor at South Central College until retiring.  
 

Hub Club scholarships  
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with 

a total value of $5,000 or more—to current seniors at 
NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub 
Club member (attending any school)—and planning to 
study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-sec-
ondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.  

Applications are available from school counselors and 
ag teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at 
Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com). Application 
deadline is March 1. 

Please share this information with any student who 
might meet the qualifications.   

 

Mark it on your calendar... 
2025 Hub Club Farm Show 

Friday & Saturday, March 7 & 8



A message from our president, Jason Schroeder
I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to 

Eddie and Connie Brown, this year’s recipients of the 
Service to Agriculture Award. Their dedication and hard 
work have made a lasting impact on our club and our ac-
tivities, and this recognition is truly well-deserved! 

As we move forward, we are also focused on prepar-
ing for the upcoming farm show. It’s a critical event for 
the Hub Club, and the farm show committee is hard at 

work planning.   
The club is currently searching for a second vice pres-

ident to join our leadership team. This is an exciting oppor-
tunity for someone passionate about agriculture to con- 
tribute and help guide us through the next few years. 

Happy Holidays to all Hub Club members and their 
families!   

               Jason

Contact information for 2024 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: 6kjreck@gmail.com  
2nd Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (C); jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.bk@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt785@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 

 

Upcoming  
Hub Club Events 

 
• Board Meeting—Tuesday, December 3, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office 
 
• Farm Show Committee Meeting, Mon-

day, January 6, 12:00 p.m., Bank Mid-
west 

 
• Board Meeting—Tuesday, January 7, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office 
 
•  Annual Meeting, Banquet, and Service 

to Ag Recognition, Monday, January 
27, Community Center, New Ulm 

2025 Elections  
Club officers will be elected and/or re-elected at the January 27 annual 

meeting 
Any club member interested in running for the second vice president or 

three-year terms of secretary, public relations director, or at-large director po-
sition is asked to contact president Jason Schroeder or secretary Klossner. 

In addition, a two-year term for membership director is also open and 
nominations are being accepted. 

50th anniversary note   
Dear members of the Farm-City Hub Club,   

Congratulations on your 50 years! You have been a great asset to the 
city and farm community! 

Steve was honored and proud to serve as Hub Club president. He often 
remarked how much good the Hub Club accomplished. 

I regret that I couldn’t share in your celebration. Please share my con-
gratulations with the club members. 

Ginger Melzer, wife of past president Steve Melzer

The date, time, and place have been set for the Hub Club’s 
annual banquet—Monday, January 27 at the New Ulm Com-
munity Center. Swany’s of Courtland will cater, as well as 
provide the bar.  

Complete details—and a request for RSVPs—will be 

in the January newsletter. In the meantime, please note the 
date and mark it on your 2025 calendar! 

The evening will include the annual meeting, recognition 
of Eddie and Connie Brown as the new Service to Ag winners, 
the 2024 slide show, and time to visit. 

Hub Club annual meeting, banquet and Service to Ag recognition January 27 



The Browns are busy behind-the-
scenes workers for the Hub Club, 
sometimes volunteering for tasks be-
fore the club even asks for help.  

While the Browns can’t remem-
ber exactly when they joined the Hub 
Club, they think it might have been in 
the later 1980s. That seems to make 
sense as Connie remembers helping 
in the Farmfest food stand at Lake 
Crystal and later at Gilfillan. 

They also aren’t sure who got 
them to join the club, but think it 
might have been neighbors Arline and 
Stanley Klingler, who they rented 
farmland from.  

And just like Arline Klingler, a 
previous Service to Ag recipient, 
Connie and Eddie are behind-the-
scenes workers who are always ready 
and willing to help. Along with Farm-
fest, they’ve worked at Bavarian 
Blast, the Cash Wise brat stand, Aut-
ofest, Farm Show, and as Brown 
County Fair volunteers. 

But it’s the behind-the-scenes 
work that Hub Club officers and com-
mittee chairmen really appreciate. 

When inserts for Family Night on 
the Dairy Farm were too large to fit in 
the goodie bags for the kids, Connie 
took them home and folded all 500 of 
them while watching TV. And when the 
club needed volunteers to hang Family 
Night and 50th anniversary posters 
around New Ulm, again Connie was 
there, willing to take on the job. For that, 
she recruited grandson Caleb to help. 

The Browns are very willing to help—
even before a need is published. Eddie and 
Connie don’t have email, so they don’t get 
a printed copy of the newsletter until ia few 
days after it’s sent out.  

Club secretary Ruth Klossner com-
mented, “Several times Connie has 
called to ask if help is needed for an 
event, even before I’ve sent the newslet-
ter out. She knows what’s coming up and 
wants to be sure to get on the list to help. 
Connie and Eddie will take some of the 
jobs that other people skip over.” 

Even if they can’t be there, they’ll 
do their part ahead of time—doing some 
of the prep work that nobody but the 
committee members even see. 

Connie said, “We always want to 
help. We feel bad it we can’t be there. We 

always have fun doing things with 
the club.” 

Eddie and Connie (Forst) grew up a 
few miles from each other on farms in 
the St. George area and graduated to-
gether from New Ulm High School in 
1971. They married on a hot August day 
in 1973 and went right to farming, milk-
ing cows until the later 1980s. 

Ironically, it was pig accident that 
caused them to quit milking. Eddie was 
bit by a boar when he tried to separate it 
and another boar that were fighting. A 
severe leg injury put him in a cast for six 
or seven months and he couldn’t bend 
down to milk cows.   

The Browns expanded their hog op-
eration but, after some years, quit far-
rowing and bought and fed feeder pigs. 
They discontinued that about eight years 
ago. They continue crop farming, run-
ning 500 acres between Klossner and St. 
George. 

Connie spent more than 20 years in 
the banking business, first working for a 
number of years at the Klossner State 

Bank, then moving on to Citizens Bank 
in New Ulm, always working the drive-
thru. She retired in 2018, with 18 years 
of service. She continues to help on the 
farm, with chopping and unloading loads 
being her major jobs.  

Both Connie and Eddie are active 
members at St. George Catholic Church, 
and especially its fall festival. Eddie helps 
cut and prepare meat for brats and Connie 
is a banker for the festival. She’s also been 
CCW treasurer “numerous times.” 

They enjoy following their grand-
kids’ activities—Chad and Amber’s kids 
Caleb and Emily and son Jason and 
Melissa’s kids Madison and Morgan. 
Jason and family live at South Haven. 

And there’s one more thing they 
enjoy. 

“Eddie has a Harley,” Connie said. 
“We like to take short trips—but we’re 
back for chores.” 

Congratulations to Eddie and Con-
nie. The Hub Club is looking forward to 
“roasting and toasting” you at the annual 
meeting Monday, January 27. 

Service to Ag award recipient...continued

Past Service to Ag recipients Randy Schroeder, Michele Schroeder, Delbert Fischer, Linda and 
Pete Neigebauer and Ruth Klossner surprised Eddie and Connie Brown with the happy news.



Dear Farm-City Hub Club, 
Thank you so much for sponsoring the supreme champion 

award at the Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show. It means 
so much that you want to support youth that want to show. My 
Ayrshire fall calf Rebel is my first-ever Ayrshire; she was 
supreme champion but we were also champion intermediate 
showman. Rebel and I wanted to say thank you again for spon-
soring the supreme champion award. 

Kamrie Mauer and Rebel  
Shannon and all Hub Club members, 

Thank you for your generous donation to cover our recent 
field trip bussing expense to the Lamberton Field Day. Our 
fourth graders learned so much about farm safety and they re-
ally enjoyed the trip. 

Karen Schuete, St. Anthony Elem. Principal  
Dear Farm-City Hub Club: 

Thank you for sponsoring awards for the Brown Co. 4-H 

Livestock Shows. Your support is greatly appreciated! 
This year’s shows were a great success because of donors 

like you! Thank you, 
Brown County 4-H Dairy Families 

Signed by 13 dairy exhibitors  
Thank your for your cash contributions of $1,300 that the 
Brown County 4-H Federation received during th 2023-24 year.  

Brown County 4-H Federation  
Dear Friends of Nicollet County 4-H, 

Thank you for your recent contribution of $300. Nicollet 
County 4-H designated these dollars for awards. 

Thank you for recognizing the important role 4-H pays in 
helping young people reach their full potential.  We appreciate 
your long and proud history of supporting 4-H in Nicollet 
County. 

Kelsey Brandt, Nicollet County 
4-H Youth Development Extension Educator

Thank you notes received  


