
     

Check pages  
2-6 for more   

photos

The south arena 
of the Civic Cen-

ter was filled 
with displays, 
equipment,  

animals, and a 
lot more when 
the 2024 Hub 

Club Farm Show 
was held Friday 
and Saturday 
March 8 & 9. 

The attendance 
was great and 
vendors were 

happy!

Farm 
Show 
2024!

The Enter family spon-
sored a dozen kids’ door 
prizes in memory of Hub 
Club member and Service 
to Ag recipient Ivan Enter. 
Janine and daughter Jen-
nifer Zutz checked out the 
display when they visited 
the show.

 

Natural resources and predator  
control were among the new booths  

at this year’s show.

From big equipment to every kind of farm service, there 
was something for everyone at this year’s show.
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    A message from our president, Jason Schroeder
Greetings, Members! 
First of all, a HUGE thank you to the committee that 

organized the annual farm show! The show, the seminars, 
dairy princess coronation, food stand, and the Friday night 
social all went well. Thank you!     

Also, thank you to all the Hub Club members who 
pitched in to help with various jobs at the show. Your work 
and dedication to the club is what makes our organization 
successful. 

Another thank you goes to Joe Maidl and the New 
Ulm FFA Chapter for organizing the annual Ag Day Pa-
rade. It was great to see all the folks participate in the pa-
rade and watch the parade as we celebrated National 
Agriculture Day/Week. 

This summer, we will have a change in our every-

other-year event, Family Night on the Dairy Farm. This 
year’s event will be Friday, August 2 at the David and 
Angie Tauer Farm, located west of Hanska in Albin Town-
ship, Brown County. The Tauer family milks about 250 
cows and was named the 2022 Brown County Farm Fam-
ily of the Year. I hope that Hub Club members will help 
with this event and bring their families as well. This is a 
great way for our club to show consumers where their food 
comes from—a farm! 

It appears that March came in like a lamb and will be 
leaving with some chances for moisture. I sincerely hope 
we will be blessed with much-needed precipitation for our 
fields, gardens, and lawns.  

Have a great Easter!  
                  Jason 

Big thanks to Don, Brian and Jenny!  
    Special thanks to Don Sanderson and Brian Fis-
cher for heading the 2024 Farm Show. Brian  chaired 
the event with Don heading 
vendor procurement. Jenny 
Eckstein took booth reser-
vations and kept everything 
straight. We couldn’t do it 
without them!  
   Don even had his photo 

taken with the bunnies at 
the Milford 4-H booth that 
he sponsored.

Summer events  
Cash Wise Brat Stand—Thurs.-Fri., Jun. 13-14 
So. MN Youth Dairy Show—Sat., Jun. 29 
Autofest—Sun., Jun. 30 
Bavarian Blast—Thurs.-Sun., Jul. 18-21 
Family Night on the Dairy Farm—Thurs., 

Aug. 1, at Tauer Dairy west of Hanska 
Farmfest—Wed.-Fri., Aug. 6-8 
Brown County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 7-11 
Nicollet County Fair—Wed.-Sun., Aug. 7-11 
Minnesota State Fair—Aug. 22-Labor Day 

by Brian Fischer, Show Chair 
It’s hard to believe that it was just a year ago when the 

Hub Club board was struggling with the decision of whether 
to continue with a Farm Show in the future. The existing 
committee and board underlined three issues at that time—
a decrease in show profit, low vendor turnout, and a com-
munication gap with the city.  

Thanks to a strong board trusting in its membership. 
Thanks to the same strong committee again stepping up to 
the plate, and a few other tweaks and “wallah,” a successful 
2024 show was held. It was a show to remember. 

Looking at the issues. Number one—farm show profit. 
Income through February: in 2023, $9,755; in 2024: 
$15,950. That income comes from booth rental, sponsor-
ships, and donations. Booth rental alone this year was 
$14,850 versus $9,555 last year. This is a hint of this year’s 
activity—but we’re waiting on final numbers. 

Issue number two—low vendor turnout. 20,000 square 
feet of vendor floor space was filled this year. We increased 
from 51 vendors in 2023 to 68 vendors in 2024. That in-
cluded 17 new companies taking part. And, Don talked to 
the vendors about 2025 and was happy to report that we have 
40 vendors already committed for next year!  

Issue number three—city communications. I can’t help 
but say thank you to the City of New Ulm Park and Recre-
ation Division. All staff were accommodating and helpful 
through the planning session. Thanks to the Civic Center staff 
who, during the show, always had a solution to issues. 

Let me give a shout out and recognize the show commit-
tee. Don Sanderson, vendor chair; Jenny Eckstein, vendor 
correspondent; Ruth Klossner, secretary, advertising, office 
booth; Michelle Schroeder, seminar chair, signage, event co-
ordinator; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Delbert and Adelle 
Fischer, concessions; Bob and Sharlene Ahlers, hospitably 
room; John Luepke, vendor layout and utility person. 

Thank you to all the people who came Thursday for set 
up and again Saturday for tear down. Thank you to the peo-
ple who helped in various jobs during this event, either on 
the vendor floor or the food stand. All that help was much 
appreciated and is a direct result of membership support. 
People did notice. Thanks to ALL. 

Our committee will hold a Farm Show wrap-up meeting 
April 9. There we will revisit and set new goals for the 2025 
Farm Show. I will ask the board to allow me to chair another 
year. More detailed results of 2024 will be ready for our May 
newsletter.  

Farm Show 2024—A show to remember



At the invitation of Ruth Ann Webster, club members Michele 
Schroeder and Ruth Klossner joined her for a taping of the New Ulm 
Forum program for New Ulm cable TV Monday, March 18.  

The program will air on New Ulm Community Access Televi-
sion’s Channel 14 at a future time, but the date is not known at this 
time. When we find out when that will be, an email will be sent to 
members. The program will also be posted for viewing on the Face-
book page www.facebook.com/newulmtv/.

Farm Show 2024
     Thank you to our volunteers—both Hub Club and FFA mem-
bers. With everyone working together, both set up and tear down 
went very quickly.  
     Starting with an empty arena, it only took about an hour for 
the volunteers to set up the poles and backdrops Thursday evening. 
With that job done, everyone enjoyed pizza, pop, and bars. 

Contact information for 2024 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net  
2nd Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 

Hub Club will be on NUCAT 

Tear down photos are on page 6

 

The Friday morning office crew  
was ready to greet show vendors.

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, April 2, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office.  
• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, May 7, 

5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office. 



  

      The 2024 seminar schedule addressed a 
lot of local and community concerns, with a 
good attendance at each program.  
      Most of the seminars went the full time 
allowed—with the town hall session lasting 
nearly two hours. Attendees had lots of ques-
tions for each speaker and picked up a lot of 
valuable information.  
      Michelle Schroeder lined up the semi-
nars and introduced the speakers. Tim 
Waibel moderated the town hall meeting.

Fraud prevention 
speakers, left and above.

Land trends & farmland values  
in Southern Minnesota

MnDOT speakers

Town Hall meeting with elected officials, above.

Farm Show 2024

A note from Hub Club Food Stand  
chairs Delbert & Adelle Fischer:   

     A big thank you to all the Hub Club 
members who helped at the Farm Show 
Food Stand, from setting up to taking down. 
Thanks to you, it was a success. A special 
thank you to all the helpers who loaded sup-
plies afterwards. 

Brown and 
Nicollet 

County Dairy 
Princess  

coronations

The Nicollet (top left) and Brown 
County Dairy princesses (above) were 
crowned at the Farm Show Saturday 
afternoon. Also introduced were the 
Brown County junior princesses as 
well as dairy ambassadors from both 
counties. The girls also greeted show 
visitors at the Farm Show office. Brian 
Filzen emceed the program.



Farm 
Show 
2024 

Then it’s time to take things down, clean up, and pack up!

The vendors had fun, too!

New Ulm FFA 
had a variety of 
animals at the 

kids’ barnyard. 
Milford 4-H had 
a Hoppy Easter 

photo booth.



50th Anniversary Kickoff
     The 2024 Farm Show was the kickoff for the Hub 
Club’s celebration of its 50th anniversary. To mark 
the occasion, the club held a Friday evening social 
for vendors, club members and other ag people. It 

was held on the sec-
ond level of the Civic 
Center. 

Steve and Michele 
decorated and got 
things set up ahead of 
time.  

HyVee brought in 
the appetizers and 
Searles Bar provided 
the liquid refresh-
ments.

     The Farm Show was also the kickoff to the club’s first ever cash 
raffle. A total of 250 tickets will be sold, with three $500 prizes and 
two $250 prizes. The raffle proceeds ($3,000) will go toward the club’s 

scholarship program.  
Drawing for the cash 

prizes will be at the club’s 50th 
anniversary celebration Fri-
day, September 13. Tickets are 
available from event chair 
Brian Fischer and others.

 Brian bought the first raffle ticket.  
Will it be lucky?



2024 
New Ulm 
Ag Day  
Parade 
March 19 

2024 Service to Ag recipient Duane 
Laffrenzen and wife Toni were pa-
rade grand marshals. Fellow Citizens 
bank employees  watched the parade.

Thank you to every-
one who took part. 
 

The Hub Club 
treated the FFA kids 
to pizza afterwards, 

bottom. 
 

FFA members did the KNUJ 
play-by-play. 
 
Small to large and old to new, 
there was quite a variety in the 
parade, thanks to the FFA 
members who recruited 
them.


