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      Show Chair Brian Fischer reports— 
Farm Show 2024 is right around the corner. There will be 

noticeable changes when you set foot onto the show floor. 
Committed booth space is up from 68 in 2023 to approx-

imately 112 this year. This directly transfers to margin on the 
bottom line. We have about 68 different vendors—all farm- 
related—up from 52 last year. And at least 12 are new ven-
dors, being at our show for the first time.  As I write this, we 
are one booth away from a full house, which is a first.  

Special thanks to Don and Jenny for all their work in so-
liciting and organizing the vendors and show floor space. It 
was an awesome collaboration of committee work and making 
our communities aware of our show. Good job everyone!  

A new addition this year is a Friday evening social, 
planned as a kickoff to our club’s 50th anniversary and vendor 
appreciation.  

The social will take place on the second level of the Civic 
Center. Searles Bar and Grill will provide a cash bar and Hy 
Vee will supply light appetizers. The event will start around 
7:30 and end at 9:00. The public is invited, along with Hub 
Club members and vendors. It will be a great time to connect 
with ag enthusiasts. Please join the club in this appreciation.  

It takes many hands to organize an event that fills a 20,000 
square foot arena. It also takes many hands to help set-up and 
tear down. We need your help. I hope to see many members 
there to assist the team, both Thursday evening starting at 5:00 
p.m. and Saturday afternoon when the show closes at 4:00 p.m.  

Additional Notes 
• Curtain set-up starts at 5:00 p.m. Thursday, March 7, with 

pizza for all afterwards. 
• Most worker slots are filled, but a few volunteers are 

needed in the food stand, show office, bouncer, etc. (Friday-
Saturday). Check page 5. If you can help, please contact Marie 
Guggisberg at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615. 

• Teardown will begin at 4:00 p.m. Saturday. Many hands 
make quick work of clean up! (No sign-up needed, just come.) 

• Farm Show and seminar posters are included in this 
newsletter (pages 6-7). If you can, please post for people to see. 

• Workers, please wear your Hub Club shirt, if you have one. 
• For those working in the office, there will be a brief info 

sheet at the table with things you may need to know. 
     Special thanks to food stand chairs Del and Adelle Fischer, 
hospitality room coordinators Bob and Sharlene Ahlers, door 
prize collector Joe Maidl, and seminar coordinator Michele 
Schroeder.  

Hub Club Farm Show is only ten days away! 

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 19  
Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s almost 

time for the annual Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 19, at 10:30 
a.m. Line up at 10:00 a.m. at the Glockenspiel. Have a tractor, com-
pany car, or something else? Bring it and drive in the parade. If you 
have questions, contact organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749). 

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as it moves 
down Minnesota Street. KNUJ will broadcast live with the assistance 
of the FFA members.

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 7, 5:00 p.m., 

Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  
• Farm Show 2024—Friday-Saturday, March 8-

9, Civic Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  
• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 19, 10:30 

a.m., starting at the Glockenspiel.  
• 50th Anniversary Committee Meeting—Tues-

day, March 19, 1:00 p.m., Design Home 
Center.   

• Hub Club Board Meeting—Tuesday, April 2, 
5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s Office. 

Cash Wise Brat Stand dates  
We’re signed up for Thursday and Friday,  

June 13-14. Mark the dates on your calendar!



A message from our president, Jason Schroeder
Greetings, Members! 

The annual Farm Show is a little over a week away! 
I hope to see all the members at the show, including at 
set-up Thursday night and takedown immediately follow-
ing the show at 4:00 p.m. Saturday. Thank you to the 
committee who planned this year’s show! 

This year marks our club’s 50th anniversary and we 
will start the celebration with an Agriculture Social at the 
Farm Show Friday, March 8 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on 
the second floor concourse of the civic center. There will 
be a cash bar and free appetizers! Please come and please 
bring your agriculture friends, agri-business partners, and 
fellow farmers!   

Plans are underway for the annual Ag Day Parade 
Tuesday, March 19, starting at 10:30 a.m. Please bring 
your tractor and/or farm equipment and join in the pa-
rade. This is a great way to celebrate National Agriculture 
Week in conjunction with the New Ulm FFA!  

The New Ulm FFA Chapter hosted a great pancake 
breakfast during National FFA Week. Thank you to the 
members who attended to support the FFA and also helped! 

As we continue to celebrate our 50th year as a club, I 
hope all our members can take part in our activities. If you 
know someone who would be a great member – invite 
them to join. It is only $25!    

In the Hub Club Spirit, Jason 

Contact information for 2024 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net  
2nd Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 

Last call for scholarship applications—they must be de-
livered or postmarked by Friday, March 1. Mail to P.O. Box 
372, New Ulm or deliver to Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens 

Bank, New Ulm. The Hub Club will award five or six schol-
arships—with a total cap of $5,100—to students who plan 
to study ag, ag business, or natural resources. 

Final call for scholarship applications

 

Early deadline for  

April newsletter! 
Because the newsletter editor will  

be out of state March 22-29,  

the April newsletter will be  

emailed Thursday, March 21.  

All input for it needs to be in  

by Sunday, March 17.

Missing!!! 
Do you know where this 

old notebook might be? It 
has information about the 

club’s national awards 
from 1982-83 and was dis-
played at the club’s 40th 
anniversary. We’d like to 

have it for the history  
display at the Farm Show. 
Please let Michele or Ruth 

know if you have it or 
know where it could be.



Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, February 6, 2024; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Jason Schroeder called the February Hub 

Club meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tues-
day, February 6 at 5:19 p.m. Also attending were Marie 
Guggisberg, Don Sanderson, Randy Reinarts, Ken 
Reckard, Garrett Freeman, Ruth Klossner, and Brian Fis-
cher. 

New board member Brian Fischer was officially wel-
comed to the board. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by 
Guggisberg and second by Fischer; motion carried. The 
minutes of the January meeting were approved as published 
and reviewed, on a motion by Reinarts, seconded by Free-
man; motion carried. 

Shannon Hillesheim’s treasurer’s report was presented 
by president Schroeder; it reported a checking balance of 
$25,471.31.17, with $30,000 in a CD. The report was ap-
proved on a motion by Reckard and second by Guggisberg; 
motion carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. Two new members have joined the club; 
paid membership is at 85.   

Public Relations. Deferred to later. 
Events. In an email, Justin Gode reported that he was 

working with the FFA to have all supplies needed for the 

FFA breakfast; he has enough club members to grill, with 
FFA members helping.  
BUSINESS ITEMS 

Annual Meeting. Board members suggested moving 
things up a half hour (6:00 social, 6:30 meal), to go back 
to drawing for door prizes after the program, and to limit 
the number of door prizes. 

Ag Day Parade. Set for Tuesday, March 19 at 10:30 
a.m. 

Farm Show. Fischer and Sanderson reported 90 booths 
were filled by 60 vendors, including 11 new ones. A 50th 
anniversary booth will be right next to the show office and 
a Friday evening social will be held.  

Hub Club’s 50th Anniversary, Friday, September 13 at 
Royal Oaks. Plans are in place; waiting on state permit for 
a cash raffle. 

Book Donations to Schools, Libraries. Reckard mo-
tioned and Guggisberg seconded to set the budget at $800; 
motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m. on a motion by 
Sanderson and second by Klossner. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, April 2.   
Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

Hub Club  
dues due now  

Thank you to all who have  
already paid 2024  
Hub Club dues.  

 
If you haven’t yet paid  

your dues, they are  
$25 for the year,  

payable to New Ulm  
Farm-City Hub Club. 

 
Dues can be mailed to: 

Garrett Freeman 
21 No. Minnesota St., Suite B,  

New Ulm, MN 56073 
 

Or they may be dropped off 
to Garrett’s attention  

at his office at  
21 North Minnesota Street,  

Suite B, New Ulm

Tuesday, March 19

Daylight Savings Tim  e starts Sunday, March 10!  

Turn your clocks AHEAD one hour or you’ll be late wherever you’re going 



The annual Farm-City Hub Club/FFA Week Breakfast was held Wednesday, February 21. Hub Club and FFA members worked 
together to serve the hungry crowd and everyone enjoyed a great breakfast.

Thanks to everyone who pitched in to help! Justin Gode coordi-
nated the event with Hub Club crew members Garrett Freeman, Del 
Fischer, Jr., Jeff Nelson, and Kelsey Brandt. Many FFA members 
helped. The FFA members and advisors did the prep work, getting 

the grills and supplies 
from the storage unit and 
getting everything ready. 
   Jeff Nelson made his 
biggest pancake ever—
and the boys demolished 
it!  
   The crew had a little 
helper when it came to 
teardown.

Hub Club & FFA members serve Breakfast



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

You may sign up for back-to-back shifts if you wish 
 Friday, March 8   (show hours: 1-8 pm)   

Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1.Vern Gieseke 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. __________________   
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1.___________________    
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Tony Guggisberg  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. Steve Hoffman        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Larry Luepke     
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Steve Hoffman  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Carol Schroeder       
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Sue Brandes  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. Dennis Sjogren 
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein  

  
Saturday, March 9   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)   

Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. Matt Mages 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Ken Reckard  
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. Tim Waibel  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. _________________ 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein 
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. Alma Forst     

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings  
FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  

Work Schedule 
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.  

Friday, March 8    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Jerry Grathwohl 2. Jon Reinhart    
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek    
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Marv Sluiter    
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1. Julie Wilson 2. ____________________   
 

 Saturday, March 9   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. Randy Reinarts 2. Arline Klingler    
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. Myrt Gieseke             2. Connie Brown              3. Eddie Brown   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1.Marlene Ranweiler 2. Delmar Ranweiler     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Adelle Fischer 2. Lorna Luepke 

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 p.m—please stay or come back 

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF FEBRUARY 26
If you can work at the show, email or call Marie at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615
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