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Annual 
Meeting, 
Banquet 

and Roast  

Toni and Duane Laffrenzen had plenty to laugh about when 
Duane was “roasted and toasted” during the Service to Ag 
portion of the Hub Club’s annual meeting Monday, January 
22. Speakers were Mark Denn and Kevin Yager, right, and the 
Laffrenzen sons, Greg and David, below. 

The contents 
of Duane’s 

briefcase were 
revealed!



Hello! First of all, allow me to introduce myself. I 
am a sixth-generation farmer near Courtland. My wife, 
Michele, and I custom raise dairy heifers, contract finish 
hogs, and grow corn, soybeans, and alfalfa on our family 
farm with the help of our children, Alex, Aiden, and 
April. I work off the farm as a Farm Business Manage-
ment instructor at South Central College which I enjoy 
very much.  

It was wonderful to see such a great turnout for the 
Hub Club’s annual meeting and banquet as we roasted 
our Service to Agriculture recipient, Duane Laffrenzen. 
Thank you to everyone who played a role in organizing 
the banquet. There were so many people that helped—
your help is greatly appreciated and made for wonderful 
evening.  

As we welcome Brian Fischer to the board, I want 
to extend a thank you to our retiring director Randy 

Schroeder and past president 
Marie Guggisberg for their 
leadership to the Hub Club.  

As we look ahead, we 
will need many volunteers at 
the Farm Show that will be 
held March 8 and 9. It is a 
great opportunity to promote 
agriculture and visit with 
friends and neighbors. The 
Farm Show committee is 
working hard to put together 
a great show. Please check this 
newsletter for sign-up opportunities and upcoming Hub 
Club events. 

Looking forward to a great year ahead! 
                                   Jason  

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with 
a total value of about $5,000—to current seniors at NUHS, 
NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member 
(attending any school)—and planning to study ag, ag busi-
ness, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Stu-

dents must have a 2.0 GPA.  
Applications are available from school counselors and ag 

teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Cit-
izens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hub-
club@newulmtel.net. Application deadline is March 1. 

Scholarship applications available; due date is March 1  

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, January 2, 2024 
President Marie Guggisberg called the January Hub Club 

meeting to order at Don Sanderson’s office on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 2 at 5:15 p.m. Also attending were Shannon Hillesheim, 
Jason Schroeder, Don Sanderson, Kelsey Brandt, Randy 
Schroeder, Randy Reinarts, Ken Reckard, Garrett Freeman, 
Ruth Klossner, and Brian Fischer, 

The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. The 
minutes of the December meeting were approved as pub-
lished and reviewed, on a motion by Brandt, second by J. 
Schroeder; motion carried. 

Shannon Hillesheim’s treasurer’s report indicated a 
checking balance of $25,085.17, with $30,000 in a CD. The 
report was approved on a motion by Klossner and second by 
Reinarts; motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership. 2024 memberships are starting to come in.   
Public Relations. Deferred to later. 
Events. The FFA Pancake Breakfast will be held Wednes-

day, February 21, coordinating plans with FFA members. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

Farm Show. Fischer and Sanderson reported that three 
billboards will be used to promote the show. The next com-
mittee meeting is Monday, January 8.  

Hub Club’s 50th Anniversary, Friday, September 13 at 
Royal Oaks. Fischer reported that this committee will also 
meet Monday, January 8. . 

Annual Meeting. Board members discussed ways of 
shortening the time needed to do door prize drawings, as well 
as what to have for centerpieces. 

2024 Elections. Garrett Freeman will be on the ballot for 
membership director and Brian Fischer for second vice pres-
ident; additional candidates can be added at the annual meet-
ing. 

Chamber Window. Michele Schroeder will prepare the 
window. 

Book Donations to Schools, Libraries. Brandt volun-
teered to research potential books to include in donations. 
Klossner has summarized the club’s donations since 2013 and 
will share that.   

The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. on a motion by 
Hillesheim and second by Freeman. 

The annual meeting will be Monday, January 22, 6:30 
p.m. at the Courtland Community Center. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, February 6.   
Respectfully submitted, 

Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

A message from our new president, Jason Schroeder



After an opening social hour, 118 attendees enjoyed a great meal served by 
Swany’s of Courtland. The table centerpieces shared Duane’s interests—hunt-
ing, fishing, wine making, framing 
and more.

In what roast emcee 
Randy Schroeder jokingly 
called “an insurrection,” 
the Narren made a sur-
prise appearance at the 
banquet, above. 
 
New Ulm FFA advisor Jeff 
Nelson introduced the 
chapter officers who told 
about chapter activities.Claire Hoffman     Aubrey Schmidt  Zelli Kamm    Andrew Hellendrung

2024 Banquet 
Memories



I hope that club members are saving the dates of March 7-9 
to help the club at the annual farm show. Volunteers are needed 
for the set-up Thursday, food stand, office, and tear down about 
4:00 p.m. Saturday.  

Sign-up sheets for the various tasks were passed around at 
the annual meeting last week. Many signed up there. For those 
who didn’t, Marie Guggisberg is handling sign-up and/or will 
make “reminder” calls to get enough volunteers.  
      Please make her job easier. Contact her by phone or email 
at 507-276-8615 or marieg17703@gmail.com. 

To help members know which shifts still need workers—
and for those of you who have already signed up to remember 
which shift you volunteered for—the work list, as we have it 
now, is printed on the back page of this newsletter. 

It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or clean-
up...just come! The more hands helping, the less time it takes. 
(Pizza and pop will be provided after Thursday’s set-up.) 

Michele Schroeder is working hard on the seminar schedule. 
We should know the presenters by our next scheduled meeting. 
Seminars will start mid-afternoon Friday and continue Saturday 
morning. Then the Brown and Nicollet County Dairy Princess 
coronations will be held Saturday afternoon. 

Don Sanderson is spending countless hours finding vendors. 
As of January 23, a total of 95 booths were committed—that’s 
up from 68 at the 2023 show, meaning increased revenue. Only 
15 additional booths were available. To put this in perspective, 

the size of the 2024 show will be about equal to our 2022 show.  
Jenny Eckstein is still on the team and was instrumental in 

mailing over 200 show brochures. She’s working with treasurer 
Shannon Hillesheim to record payments and reservations.  

John Luepke will again work with set-up. Delbert and Adelle 
Fischer are organizing the food stand and Bob and Sharlene 
Ahlers will take care of the hospitality room.  

A new addition this year is a Friday evening vendor/member 
social from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. This will be held on the concourse 
upstairs. Searles Bar and Grill will provide a cash bar and 
arrangements are being made for appetizers.  

We encourage all club members and friends to join us 
and thank our vendors.  

Many faces and many hands make the show a success. 
When members step up, it makes being the chairperson a cake 
walk. Thank you to the committee and our members who will 
help out. 

Chairperson Brian Fischer 276-6322 
 

A few more things: 
• Volunteers are asked to wear their Hub Club shirts when 

they help during the show. Instructions for the various jobs will 
be posted.                    

• We would like to have a few door prizes for adults and kids. 
If you would like to donate something, please contact Michele 
Schroeder at moocheleschroeder@yahoo.com or 507-276-4810. 

2024 Farm Show—Big Day, Big Night, Big Show  
Report by show chair Brian Fischer   

Volunteers—and hungry pancake 
eaters—needed for FFA Breakfast   
The Hub Club’s FFA pancake breakfast will be held 

Wednesday, February 21. 
The club is looking for about a half dozen volunteers to 

help at the breakfast at New Ulm Senior High (1600 Oak 
Street). Serving will be from 6:30 to 9:00 a.m., so volunteers 
will have to “rise and shine.”  

If you can help, please contact Justin Gode at 
jgode@citizensmn.com, 507-228-8283 (work), or 507-276-
6597 (cell).                                                        
      New Ulm FFA members invite everyone to attend to 

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 21  
Let’s hope that this unseasonably warm weather continues 

right through March. Our 2024 Ag Day Parade is set for 
.Tuesday, March 19 at 10:30 a.m. Line-up will be about 
10:00 a.m. near the Glockenspiel. 

Do you have a tractor, company car or some other vehicle 
for the parade?   

Make your parade plans. If you have questions, contact 
organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749). 



2024 Banquet 
Memories

Duane’s employer, Citizens Bank Minnesota, had a large delegation at the banquet. 
 
2023 Club President Marie Guggisberg conducted the business meeting, below.

The 2024 Hub Club officers and directors. Front from left: Randy Reinarts, Justin 
Gode, Ruth Klossner, Don Sanderson, and Jason Schroeder. Back: Marie Guggisberg, 
Garrett Freeman, Shannon Hillesheim, Ken Reckard, and Brian Fischer. Not pictured: 
Kelsey Brandt. 

x

Duane’s family members in attendance 
included his sister Lois Rust, front left; 
brother and sister-in-law Jim & Paula 
Laffrenzen, far right; and nephew and 
niece Michael & Nicole Rust, back left. 
Duane’s sister surprised him by flying 
in from Arizona for the event.



The annual meeting and banquet of the New Ulm Hub 
Club was held Monday evening, January 22, 2024 at the Court-
land Community Center. During the early part of the social 
hour members were able to view the 2023 year-in-review slide 
show. About 118 members and guests attended. 

Vice president Jason Schroeder gave the invocation before 
the three-meat buffet (meatballs/chicken breast/roast beef) that 
was prepared by Swany’s of Courtland.   

The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to order 
by President Marie Guggisberg at 7:37 p.m. Printed copies of 
the 2023 annual meeting minutes were available on the tables 
for members to review. A motion to approve was made by Tim 
Waibel and seconded by Alma Forst; the minutes were ap-
proved on a voice vote.  

Printed copies of Shannon Hillesheim’s treasurer’s report 
were also on the table. The report showed a net income for 
2023 of $834.97. John Luepke motioned, Justin Gode sec-
onded, and the report was approved on a voice vote.  

Guggisberg  presented the 2024 slate of officers, as printed 
in the program.                  With no additional nominations, Duane Laf-
frenzen motioned and Tony Guggisberg seconded casting a 
unanimous ballot for the officers; motion carried. Officers 
elected were Jason Schroeder, president; Ken Reckard, first 
vice president; Brian Fischer, second vice president; Garrett 
Freeman, membership director (three years); and Marie Gug-
gisberg, director-at-large (one year). Continuing directors/of-
ficers are Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Ruth Klossner, 
secretary; Justin Gode, events director; Don Sanderson, public 
relations director; Kelsey Brandt, director-at-large; and Randy 
Reinarts, director-at-large. Randy Schroeder finished many 
years of service to the club. 

Brian Fischer, chair of the 50th Anniversary Committee, 
shared plans for the event and encouraged members to donate 
items for the live and/or silent auction. 

There was no additional business to be conducted. 
Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship committee 

had selected three recipients for 2023—Kallie Olson, Saman-
tha Schwab, and Kaleb Schwartz. Laffrenzen read letters from 

them, since they were unable to attend. He shared that $84,300 
in scholarships has been awarded in college scholarship to 136 
students since 1994. 

New Ulm FFA Advisor Jeff Nelson and chapter officers 
Andrew Hellendrung, Claire Hoffman, Aubrey Schmidt, and 
Zelli Kamm updated the group on chapter activities and invited 
everyone to the February 21 Hub Club/FFA Pancake Break-
fast. 

Duane Laffrenzen received the Service to Agriculture 
award. He is the 47th recipient of the award.  

Randy Schroeder emceed the roast. Just as the roast started, 
the New Ulm Narren—of which Laffrenzen is a member—
burst into the building and led some fun singing and dancing—
or as Schroeder laughingly called it, “an insurrection.” 

As things settled down, Schroeder reviewed Duane’s qual-
ifications for the award. The first speaker, Mark Denn of Citi-
zens Bank, called Laffrenzen a true icon in the ag world—but 
also shared some fun memories. Former co-worker Kevin 
Yager also shared some fun experiences and was followed by 
the Laffrenzen sons—Greg and David who kept the audience 
laughing with family stories. 

Schroeder presented the Service to Agriculture plaque on 
behalf of the club. In response, Laffrenzen admitted, “What 
everybody said was pretty much true. There wasn’t much em-
bellishment.”  

The new officers and board members were introduced.  
New president Jason Schroeder thanked those who 

planned the evening’s program, as well as out-going board 
member Randy Schroeder and outgoing president Marie Gug-
gisberg. The meeting adjourned on a motion by Marie Gug-
gisberg and second by Dr. Ann Vogel at about 9:20 p.m.  

Door prize winners were drawn during the meal and an-
nounced by Garrett Freeman. The prizes were collected by Del 
Fischer, Jr. Our thanks to all who donated. The drawing for a 
free year of club membership in an early-bird drawing was won 
by Larry and Donna Luepke. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

2024 Annual Meeting Minutes  
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 22, Courtland Community Center 

Contact information for 2024 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net  
2nd Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-276-6322; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 



50th Anniversary Report  
Mark your calendars 

for the Farm City Hub Club 
50th Anniversary event Fri-
day, September 13, 2024 at 
the Royal Oaks Center. 
Setup for the event will 
start at 3:30 p.m., with the 
doors opening at 5:00 p.m.  

There will be a silent auction, appetizers, live music, and a 
cash bar from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Nick Stadick will provide the 
music. A short history program will begin at 7:15 p.m. The 
evening will wrap with a live auction about 7:30 p.m.  

Committee members Don Sanderson, Ruth Klossner, Dr. 
Ann Vogel, Michele Schroeder, and Brian Fischer are now fo-
cusing on auction details. We are looking for 20-25 items for the 
silent auction and for four or five for the live auction. Auction 
items will be discussed at the committee meeting Tuesday, March 
19 at 12:30 p.m. at Design Home Center. 

The committee is also working with the state gambling board 
and the City of New Ulm for the proper permits for a cash raffle.  
Plans are to have raffle tickets ready by the Farm Show.  

The committee is also looking for Hub Club clothing and 
memorabilia from the past for a history display at the Farm Show 
and at the anniversary. Please contact a committee member if you 
have a Hub Club hanky or any other item. 
 

Scholarship recipient thank yous  
Dear Farm City Hub Club- 

Thank you for choosing me as a scholarship recipient last 
year. I am in the Air Force ROTC program at South Dakota 
State University in Brookings, South Dakota. I am majoring 
in animal science-production management and minoring in 
meat science, and a minor in aerospace studies and a certificate 
of public service. Thank you for your support and I am grateful 
for receiving the scholarship. Kaleb. K. Schwartz 

 
Farm City Hub Club, 

Thank you for the generous scholarship that helped me fur-
ther my education. I am currently a freshman, studying at 
SDSU in Brookings. I am majoring in nursing with a minor in 
horticulture. This past semester I was involved in the Student 
Nursing Association and went to multiple swing dance prac-
tices. I had a busy schedule as I was taking 18 credits which is 
the max at SDSU. I went to many sporting events, especially 
football, which took home the national championship two 
years in a row. I am not taking as many credits this semester 
because I am taking human anatomy with a lab and my advisor 
suggested taking only 12-16 credits. I am really enjoying my 
time out here. Go Big, Go Blue, Go Jacks. 

Thanks again.           Kallie Olson 
 

I want to say thank you for supporting my higher education. 
I greatly appreciate being selected for this scholarship. I would 
like to share a bit about my college experience. I’m currently 
in my second semester at Ridgewater College in Willmar, 
studying ag communications and marketing. I hope to graduate 
in December. College has been a great experience as I’ve made 
so many new friends and have tried so many new things. I had 
a great first semester and I’m hoping for the same with second 
semester.  

Thank you!  Samantha Schwab 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
• February Board Meeting—Tuesday, February 6, 5:15 

p.m., Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office  
• Farm Show Committee Meeting—Wednesday, Febru-

ary 14, 12:30 p.m, Bank Midwest  
• FFA Week Pancake Breakfast—Wednesday, February 

21, New Ulm Senior High School, 6:30-9:00 a.m.   
• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 7, 5:00 p.m., Civic 

Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  
• Farm Show 2024—Friday-Saturday, March 8-9, Civic 

Center, Fairgrounds, New Ulm.  
• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 19, 10:30 a.m., 

starting at the Glockenspiel.  
• 50th Anniversary Committee Meeting—Tuesday, 

March 19,  1:00 p.m., Design Home Center 



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

You may sign up for back-to-back shifts if you wish 
 Friday, March 8   (show hours: 1-8 pm)   

Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1.Vern Gieseke 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. ___________________. 2. __________________   
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1.___________________    
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. ___________________. 2. __________________  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. Steve Hoffman        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Larry Luepke     
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Steve Hoffman  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Carol Schroeder       
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. ___________________  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. Dennis Sjogren 
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. ___________________  

  
Saturday, March 9   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)   

Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. Matt Mages 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Ken Reckard  
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. Tim Waibel  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. ___________________  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. _________________ 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. ___________________ 
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. Alma Forst     

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings  
FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  

Work Schedule 
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.  

Friday, March 8    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Jerry Grathwohl 2. Jon Reinhart    
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek    
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Marv Sluiter    
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1. Julie Wilson 2. ____________________   
 

 Saturday, March 9   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts)  

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. Randy Reinarts 2. Arline Klingler    
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. Myrt Gieseke             2. Connie Brown              3. Eddie Brown   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1.Marlene Ranweiler 2. Delmar Ranweiler     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Adelle Fischer 2. Lorna Luepke 

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 p.m—please stay or come back 

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF JANUARY 30
If you can work at the show, email or call Marie at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615
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