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      The 2023 Farm Show is near and the Farm Show committee 
is working hard to make it another successful event.  

We look forward to seeing you before, during, or after the 
Farm Show—and we’d appreciate your help. 

As always, we need help at 5:00 p.m. Thursday, March 9, 
to set-up curtains for the booths.  

A note from show chair Don Sanderson: The committee  ac-
knowledges our eager and supportive FFA members who 
showed up early last year to help with set up. We have coordi-
nated with  our FFA advisors this year and want to make sure 
our Hub Club members are also engaged in set-up from begin-
ning to end as in the past.  

We will have pizza after the work is done. 

We still have some open slots for workers in the food stand, 
show office, bouncer, etc. (Friday-Saturday, March 10-11). 
Check page 5. If you can help, please contact Marie Guggisberg 
at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615. 

And, we need help for takedown at 4:00 p.m. Saturday. 
Many hands make quick work of clean up! (No sign-up needed, 
just come.) • • • 

Here’s another volunteer opportunity. We need volun-
teers to be part of the grain bin rescue demonstrations. We 
need three at the top of the hour at 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 
6:00, and 7:00 p.m. Friday and 10:00 a.m., noon, 1:00, 2:00, 
and 3:00 p.m. Saturday. Please contact Michele Schroeder 
at 507-276-4810  or moocheleschroeder@yahoo.com  to tell 
her when you can help.  

• • • 
Some vendor booths are still available. Anyone wishing to 

be an exhibitor should contact show chair Don Sanderson at 507-
354-8524 or don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com .   

Farm Show and seminar posters are included in this newslet-
ter (pages 6-7). If you can, please post for people to see. 

• • • 
NOTES FOR FARM SHOW WORKERS 

     1. Please wear your Hub Club shirt, if you have one. 
     2. For those working in the office, there will be a brief info 
sheet at the table with things you may need to know. 
     Special thanks to Jenny Eckstein for taking booth sign-up, 
show chair Don Sanderson, food stand chairs Del and Adelle 
Fischer, hospitality room coordinators Bob and Sharlene Ahlers, 
and seminar coordinator Michele Schroeder.  

Hub Club Farm Show is only ten days away! 

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 21  
Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s almost 

time for the annual Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 21, at 10:30 
a.m. Line up at 10:00 a.m. at the Glockenspiel. Have a tractor, com-
pany car—or maybe a snow plow? Bring it and drive in the parade. 
If you have questions, contact organizer Joe Maidl (507-276-7749). 

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as it moves 
down Minnesota Street. KNUJ will broadcast live with the assistance 
of the FFA members.

 

Upcoming Hub Club Events   
• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 9, 5:00 p.m., 

Civic Center  
• Farm Show 2023—Friday-Saturday, March 10-

11, Civic Center, Fairgrounds. Check pages  
5-7 for work list and all the information.  

• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 21, 10:30 
a.m.; line up 10:00 a.m., Glockenspiel. See 
page 3 for more information.  

• Hub Club Board—Tuesday, May 2, Don 
Sanderson State Farm Office 

Cash Wise Brat Stand dates  
Our club is scheduled to work the Brat Stand Thursday-Friday, 
June 22-23. This is a fundraiser and a great PR event for us.

The Hub Club Cub 
joined Michele, Don 
and Ruth to talk 
“Farm Show” on 
KNUJ last week.



A message from our president, Marie Guggisberg
As we dig ourselves out from the most recent snow 

event, we look forward to one of our main Hub Club events, 
the Farm Show.  Thank you to Don Sanderson and his crew 
for all their time and effort to put together another good 
show. 

A good question was raised at our annual meeting re-
garding the balance that we have in our account. While it 
may seem like there is more money available than necessary, 
there are several points to consider.   

We have two main fundraisers throughout the year— 
the Farm Show and the Bavarian Blast food stand. Those 
two fundraisers account for most (approximately 75%, de-
pending on the year) of our income.   

While the Farm Show is a great event, we have seen a 
decline in the number of vendors attending the show. Per-
haps it is due to changes we have seen since Covid changed 
the way we look at life or maybe trade shows are not as pop-
ular anymore. This trend of fewer vendors is occurring in 
other shows throughout the region as well. With the decline 
in vendors, how many more years will the show occur? 

The Bavarian Blast food stand is a great opportunity for 
our club to have community presence, as well as earn money 
for our organization. Alma Forst and Beth Fluegge have 
done an amazing job planning, ordering food and supplies, 
and leading. However, this event is very dependent on the 
weather. The last few years were very good, as the weather 
cooperated. However, there have been years where we did 
not fare as well. This takes an incredible amount of time and 
energy by Alma and Beth as well as the countless volunteers. 
Will we continue to have enough volunteers to make this 

event a reality? Will the weather cooperate? 
One of our main expenses in the past has been scholar-

ships that have been awarded to high school graduates who 
are continuing their education in an ag-related field. The last 
few years there has been a decrease in the number of appli-
cants, which resulted in fewer dollars being awarded. Just a 
few years ago we awarded $5,100 in scholarships, whereas 
most recently that amount was $2,000. We hope to once 
again award more.  

We continue to support our local FFA and 4-H chapters, 
offer scholarships to high school graduates as they continue 
their education in agriculture, support our local schools with 
book donations, and continue to support ag education within 
our community in other ways. Having a sizeable balance 
ensures that we can maintain these offerings, even if we have 
a bad year or two with those fundraisers. 

While we have other sources of income—dues, Aut-
ofest, Cash Wise brat stand, and pancake breakfasts, to name 
a few, these alone would not be enough to sustain our or-
ganization without making cuts to some of the many ways 
we promote agriculture. 

We continue to be within the guidelines of a 501c re-
garding our income, expenses, and cash on hand. As a board, 
we feel that having money on reserve in case either of these 
fundraisers has a bad year or we are unable to have them, 
for whatever reason, is important to maintain our mission to 
the community.   

Let’s finish digging out from all the snow and go to the 
Farm Show! 

                       Marie 

Contact information for 2023 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 
1st Vice President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-353-7437 (W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com 

Last call for scholarship applications—they must be de-
livered or postmarked Wednesday, March 1. Mail to P.O. 
Box 372, New Ulm or deliver to Duane Laffrenzen at Citi-

zens Bank, New Ulm. The Hub Club will award five or six 
scholarships—with a total cap of $5,100—to students who 
plan to study ag, ag business, or natural resources. 

Final call for scholarship applications



Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, February 7, 2023; Don Sanderson’s Office
President Marie Guggisberg called the February 7, 2023 

Hub Club meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. at Don Sanderson’s 
State Farm Insurance Office. Also attending were vice pres-
ident Ken Reckard, treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, directors 
Garrett Freeman, Don Sanderson, Kelsey Brandt, Randy 
Reinarts and Randy Schroeder. 

Kelsey Brandt was appointed to serve as secretary for 
the meeting. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by 
Hillesheim and a second by Schroeder after moving Farm 
Show to old business and adding nursing home update, ag 
day parade, and next board meeting to new business. The 
minutes of the January annual meeting were approved  as 
published, on a motion by Freeman and second by Reinarts; 
motion carried.  

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report that showed 
a checking balance of $54,983.11. January transactions in-
cluded income and expenses for the annual banquet, income 
for Farm Show booth rentals, scholarship and chamber 
membership payments. The report was approved on a mo-
tion by Sanderson and second by Guggisberg; motion car-
ried.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Membership. 94 paid memberships have been received 
including five new members. Follow up will continue with 
members who have not paid their dues for 2023. 

Public Relations. No report. 

Events. FFA week pancake breakfast is coming up on 
February 21 from 6:30-9:00 am. Hub Club members have 
volunteered to help, food is ordered, FFA members will 
transport grills from the storage shed to the school.   
OLD BUSINESS  

Annual Meeting Wrap-up. Discussed ideas based on 
feedback from this year. 

Farm Show. Sanderson shared an update on booth reg-
istration and plans for layout. The Farm Show Committee 
will continue to meet leading up to the show to finalize de-
tails.  
NEW BUSINESS 

Membership Dues Collection. Freeman will continue 
reaching out to unpaid members.  

MVL Request. Discussion about the MVL request for 
$2,800 to purchase a disk, tiller, irrigation, and fencing sup-
plies for a school garden. Request was approved on a motion 
by Reckard and second by Hillesheim.  

Nursing Home. Request to share information about up-
coming trip to legislature put on by Oak Hills. 

Ag Day Parade. Will be on National Ag Day; March 21. 
The permit is approved and information is being sent to busi-
nesses.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. on a motion by 
Schroeder and second by Reckard. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, May 2. 
Respectfully submitted, Kelsey Brandt 

Hub Club  
dues due now  

Thank you to all who have  
already paid 2023  
Hub Club dues.  

 
If you haven’t yet paid  

your dues, they are  
$25 for the year,  

payable to New Ulm  
Farm-City Hub Club. 

 
Dues can be mailed to: 

Garrett Freeman 
21 No. Minnesota St., Suite B,  

New Ulm, MN 56073 
 

Or they may be dropped off 
to Garrett’s attention  

at his office at  
21 North Minnesota Street,  

Suite B, New Ulm



After being postponed by bad weather, the annual Farm-City Hub Club/FFA Week Breakfast was held Monday, February 27. 
Hub Club and FFA members worked together to serve the hungry crowd and everyone enjoyed a great breakfast.

Hub Club & FFA members serve breakfast

Thanks to everyone who pitched in to help! The Hub 
Club crew included Garrett Freeman, Del Fischer, Jr., 
Randy Reinarts, Jeff Nelson, and Kelsey Brandt.  

A lot of FFA members helped...the whole crew is pic-
tured at the top. The FFA members and advisors Kelsey 
Brandt and Jeff 
Nelson did the 
prep work Sun-
day, getting the 
grills and sup-
plies from the 
storage unit and 
getting every-
thing ready.



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

Friday, March 10   (show hours: 1-8 pm)  
Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1.___________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. Doug Schottle 
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1.___________________  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. Tony Guggisberg  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. ___________________        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Linda Neigebauer      
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Pete Neigebauer  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Lois Apitz      
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Dennis Sjogren  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. ___________________  
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. ___________________  

  
Saturday, March 11   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)  

Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. _________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Doug Schottle  
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. Larry Luepke  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. _________________ 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein 
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. Dennis/JoAnn Schmidt     

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings 

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 pm...please stay or come back  
FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  

Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc. 
 

Friday, March 10    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts) 

11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Jon Reinhart 2. Jerry Grathwohl    
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek     
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Lorna Luepke     
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1. Julie Wilson 2. Connie Brown 
 

 Saturday, March 11   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts) 

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. Arline Klingler 2. Randy Reinarts     
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. JoAnn Schmidt     2. ______________  3. _________________   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1. Marlene Ranweiler 2. Delmar Ranweiler     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Chris & Dave Goplin 2. Adelle Fischer   

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF FEBRUARY 24
If you can work at the show, email or call Marie at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615






