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Annual Meeting, 
Banquet and Roast  

With Service to Ag recipient Doug Schottle known for the cof-
fee he drinks, Doug’s “Folger’s lifeline” and some special 
touches were evident at the Hub Club Banquet January 23.

The New Ulm Community Center is a great venue for our annual banquet.

Denny Schmidt emceed the Service to Ag roast with Michele Schroeder sharing a host of “coffee tales” from work days.

A “coffee toast”



A message from our new president, Marie Guggisberg
It was great to see so many people at the Hub Club’s 

annual meeting and banquet!  
What a fun night honoring Doug Schottle for his dedi-

cation to the Hub Club and agriculture. Thank you to all who 
played such an important part in putting the evening to-
gether—from those who decorated, to the speakers, to those 
who donated door prizes (and Delbert for gathering them), 
to everyone who helped clean up. Thanks to Ruth for the 
wonderful slide show that she put together summarizing 
2022. We have many great volunteers and are thankful for 
all they do for the Hub Club. 

We welcome Randy Reinarts and Ken Reckard to the 
board and thank Doug Schottle and Julie Wilson for their 
past service on the board. I look forward to working with 
Randy and Ken and thank Doug and Julie for all they have 
done in the past years. 

The Hub Club has always been a great organization for 
our community, and we look to keep it that way with many 
events that will be taking place in 2023.  

One of our main events is the Farm Show March 10 and 
11 at the New Ulm Civic Center. We look forward to pro-
moting agriculture and seeing so many of you at the show. 
For this—and our other events—we will need volunteers. 
Please continue being the great volunteers that you have 
been in the past. 

Do you know anyone who would be a good fit for the 
Hub Club? We are always looking for new members. Per-
haps someone who has just moved to the community, or one 
of your children, or a neighbor that is looking for a way to 
give back. New members bring new ideas and vitality to an 
organization. We have a great organization and would like 
to continue to grow in numbers so that we continue to have 
plenty of volunteers to do so many wonderful things for our 
community. If you have someone in mind that would be a 
great addition to our organization, please let one of the board 
members know. 

Looking forward to a great year ahead! 
                     Marie 

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with 
a total value of about $5,000—to current seniors at NUHS, 
NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member 
(attending any school)—and planning to study ag, ag busi-
ness, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Stu-

dents must have a 2.0 GPA.  
Applications are available from school counselors and ag 

teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Cit-
izens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hub-
club@newulm tel.net. Application deadline is March 1. 

Scholarship applications available; due date March 1  

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, January 3, 2023 by Zoom 
With nasty weather hitting southern Minnesota, president 

Randy Schroeder called the January 3, 2023 Hub Club meeting 
to order at 5:16 p.m. by Zoom. Also online were vice presidents 
Jason Schroeder and Marie Guggisberg, secretary Ruth Kloss-
ner; treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, directors Doug Schottle, 
Kelsey Brandt, and Justin Gode; and guest Carol Schroeder.  

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by J. 
Schroeder and second by Gode; motion carried.  

The minutes of the December meeting were approved as 
summarized and published. 

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report which showed a 
checking account balance of $50,250.20. Her report was ap-
proved on a motion by Klossner and second by Guggisberg; mo-
tion carried. Hillesheim reported that she had three thank you 
notes which will be published in the newsletter.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Membership. No report. 
Public Relations. No report. 
Events. Annual meeting information under New Business.   

OLD BUSINESS  
Farm Show. Nothing new at this point. Committee will meet 

again on January 17.  
NEW BUSINESS 

Annual Meeting, Monday, January 23. Plans and responsi-
bilities were discussed. Caterer will be asked to provide milk for 
the meal. Freeman will order flowers; Klossner will do programs 
and a slide show. 

Officer Candidate Slate. Ken Reckard will be a candidate 
for second vice president and Randy Reinarts for director-at-
large. 

Chamber window. Michele Schroeder will organize it for 
March. 

FFA Week Pancake Breakfast. Brandt noted that the date 
will be Wednesday, February 22, 6:30-9:00 a.m. The February 
newsletter will ask for volunteers.   

The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m. on a motion by Brandt 
and second by Hillesheim. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, February 7 at 5:15 p.m. 
President Schroeder thanked retiring board members Doug 

Schottle and Julie Wilson.  
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner 



Roast emcee Dennis Schmidt presented the Service to Ag plaque 
which Doug and Terry showed off afterwards. As speakers Beth 
Fluegge and Mark Schottle talked, Doug had time to ponder his 
response. He had the last work, bottom left. 

Doug with wife Terry, children and grandchildren

2023 Banquet memories

Five of Doug’s former co-workers at Upper Midwest Management were on hand for the program. 



With the Farm Show only six weeks away, 
the show committee has been busy. 

Booth reservations are slow coming in so 
the committee encourages our members to talk 
to owners/managers of ag-related businesses to 
encourage them to take part. 

On-the-hour grain bin rescue demonstra-
tions by the National Education Center for 
Agricultural Safety from Iowa will be back. 
Volunteers will be needed for those demonstra-
tions. Contact Michele Schroeder to volunteer.  

Also returning to this year’s show will be the Brown and 
Nicollet County Dairy Princess coronations.  

Seminar topics are not definite yet but might include veteran 
affairs and a legislative panel featuring area legislators. 

• • • 
Volunteers will be needed Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 

March 9, 10, and 11 at these times— 
• Show set-up Thursday evening at 5:00 p.m. 
• Food stand Friday and Saturday 
• Farm Show office and greeters Friday and Saturday 
• Show cleanup Saturday at 4:00 p.m. (Show ends early.)  
Rather than having two people in the show office, we are 

asking for one person to be a “greeter,” positoned near the show 
entry to encourage people to sign up for door prizes, pick up a 

show program (Journal tab), and answer ques-
tions. 
                                        • • • 
       Many of you signed up at the annual meet-
ing to help. For those who didn’t, Marie Gug-
gisberg is handling sign-up and/or will make 
“reminder” calls to get enough volunteers.  
       Please make Marie’s job easier. To offer to 
help, contact her by phone or email at 507-276-
8615 or marieg17703@gmail.com. 

Volunteers are asked to wear their Hub Club shirts. Instruc-
tions will be posted.    

It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or clean-
up...just come! The more hands helping, the less time it takes. 
(Pizza and pop will be provided.) 

To help members know which shifts still need workers—
and for those of you who have already signed up to remember 
which shift you volunteered for—the work list, as we have it 
now, is printed on the back page of this newsletter. 

• • • 
We would like to have a few door prizes for adults and kids. 

If you would like to donate something, please contact Michele 
Schroeder at moocheleschroeder@yahoo.com or 507-276-4810. 

• • • 
Don Sanderson is again chairing this year’s show. Please 

share any ideas or concerns with him.  

Farm Safety to be emphasized at 2023 Farm Show   
~ Volunteers needed March 9-11 ~  

Volunteers—and hungry pancake 
eaters—needed for FFA Breakfast   
The Hub Club’s FFA pancake breakfast will be 

held Wednesday, February 22. 
The club is looking for about a half dozen volunteers to 

help at the breakfast at New Ulm Senior High (1600 Oak 
Street). Serving will be from 6:30 to 9:00 a.m., so volun-
teers will have to “rise and shine.”  

If you can help, please contact Justin Gode at 
jgode@citizensmn.com, 507-228-8283 (work), or 507-276-
6597 (cell).                                                        
      New Ulm FFA members invite everyone to attend to 
enjoy pancakes! 

Hub Club’s 50th anniversary   
is coming up in 2024!  

The club’s board members are starting to think about the 
Hub Club’s 50th anniversary in 2024.  

They’d like to display club memorabilia and are looking 
for a Hub Club belt buckle and/or other old club items that 
we can borrow.  

Please contact Michele Schroeder or Ruth Klossner if you 
have any items for a memorabilia display—or ideas on how 
to celebrate.

2023 Farm Show



2023 Banquet 
memories

2022 club president Randy 
Schroeder conducted the 
business meeting.

The first “Doug-less” Hub Club board of directors since 2009! From left: Ruth Klossner, 
Randy Reinarts, Kelsey Brandt, Garrett Freeman, Shannon Hillesheim, Don Sander-
son, Marie Guggisberg, Randy Schroeder, Ken Reckard, and Jason Schroeder. Not pic-

tured: Justin Gode.

New Ulm FFA advisor Kelsey Brandt, below left, introduced chapter officers who 
then reported on chapter activities. Officers are, 
from left: Jared Beranek, Jayden Jay, Austin 
Enter, and Claire Hoffmann.

Duane Laffrenzen, right, reported that the Hub 
Club has awarded 133 scholarships valued at 
$81,300, in the last 28 years. 

Thank you to club member Delbert Fischer, Jr., for collecting all the door 
prizes—and to all the businesses and individual that donated them.  

New Hub 
Club  

president 
Marie  

Guggisberg 
closed  

the  
meeting

They didn’t know it then, but Ken and 
Chris Fluegge, back, won the drawing 
for free Hub Club membership for the 
year. Forgotten at the banquet, the 
drawing was held the next day.

The board and volunteers did the door prize draw-
ing, at the end of the evening.



The annual meeting and banquet of the New Ulm Hub 
Club was held Monday evening, January 23, 2023 at the 
New Ulm Community Center. During the social hour and 
dinner, members were able to view the 2022 year-in-re-
view slide show. About 100 members and guests attended. 

First vice president Marie Guggisberg gave the invoca-
tion before the three-meat buffet (meatballs/chicken 
breast/roast beef) that was prepared by Swany’s of Courtland.   

The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to 
order by President Randy Schroeder at 7:30 p.m. Printed 
copies of the 2022 annual meeting minutes were available 
on the tables for members to review. A motion to approve 
was made by       Pete Neigebauer and seconded by Diana 
Schaefer; the minutes were approved on a voice vote.  

Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim gave a brief report, not-
ing that it was a good year. The report showed a net income 
for 2022 of $8,147.65, due primarily to the success of the 
Farm Show and Bavarian Blast. Rich Baumann questioned 
the large checking account balance, with the board noting 
that it is looking at additional expenditures and that some 
money is earmarked for scholarships. Brian Fischer mo-
tioned, Marie Guggisberg seconded, and the report was ap-
proved on a voice vote.  

Schroeder presented the 2023 slate of officers, as 
printed in the program.                  With no additional nominations, 
Jim Bartels motioned and Alma Forst seconded casting a 
unanimous ballot for the officers; motion carried. Officers 
elected were Marie Guggisberg, president; Jason 
Schroeder, first vice president; Ken Reckard, second vice 
president; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer (three years); 
Justin Gode, events director (three years); Randy 
Schroeder, director-at-large (one year); and Randy 
Reinarts, director-at-large (three years). Continuing direc-
tors/officers are Garrett Freeman, membership director; 
Don Sanderson, public relations director; Kelsey Brandt, 
director-at-large; and Ruth Klossner, secretary.  

Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship com-

mittee had selected two recipients for 2022—Aidan Bast-
ian and Emily Guggisberg. Laffrenzen read letters from 
them, since they were not able to attend. He shared that 
$81,300 in scholarships has been awarded in college schol-
arship to 133 students since 1994. 

New Ulm FFA Advisor Kelsey Brandt and chapter of-
ficers Jared Beranek, Claire Hoffmann, Jaden Jay, and 
Austin Enter updated the group on chapter activities and 
invited everyone to the February 22 Hub Club/FFA Pan-
cake Breakfast. 

There was no additional business to be conducted. 
Doug Schottle received the Service to Agriculture 

award. He is the 46th recipient of the award.  
Dennis Schmidt emceed the roast. Speakers were Hub 

Club member and former co-worker Michele Schroeder, 
Bavarian Blast co-chair Beth Fluegge, and Schottle’s son 
Mark. With Doug known for the amount of coffee that he 
drinks, the table centerpieces were Folgers coffee cans, 
coffee filters, and coffee beans. Golf balls were also in-
cluded as Schottle is a golfer. Attendees had been encour-
aged to wear blue since Doug usually wore blue to work 
on Mondays—and the banquet was held on a Monday. 

Schmidt presented the Service to Agriculture plaque 
on behalf of the club. In response, Schottle “refuted most 
of the things that were said—but most were true.” 

Membership chair Garrett Freeman, board members, 
and volunteers distributed the numerous door prizes col-
lected by Del Fischer, Jr. Our thanks to all who donated.  

The new officers and board members were introduced.  
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Delbert Fischer 

and second by Tony Guggisberg at 9:06 p.m.  
The drawing for a free year of club membership in an 

early-bird drawing was forgotten and was done the next 
day. Ken and Chris Fluegge won that drawing. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

2023 Annual Meeting Minutes  
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 23, Community Center, New Ulm 

Contact information for 2022 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 
1st Vice President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us 
Director-at-Large Randy Reinarts—Phone: 507-238-3854 or 507-766-5336; Email: rreinarts@bankmidwest.com 
Director-at-Large Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-353-7437 (W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com 



About 100 people attended the Hub Club  
banquet and roast—here are some of them.

Hub Club dues due now  
Thank you to all who have already  

paid 2023 Hub Club dues.  
If you missed the banquet and have  

not paid your dues, they are $25 for the year,  
payable to New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club. 

 
Dues can be mailed to: 

Garrett Freeman 
21 No. Minnesota St., Suite B,  

New Ulm, MN 56073 
 

Or they may be dropped off to Garrett’s  
attention at his office at  

21 North Minnesota Street, Suite B, New Ulm

 

Upcoming Events 
 
• February Board Meeting—Tuesday, February 7, 5:15 p.m., 

Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office  
• FFA Week Pancake Breakfast—Wednesday, February 22, New 

Ulm Senior High School, 6:30-9:00 a.m.    
• Farm Show Committee Meeting—Thursday, February 23, 

11:45 a.m, Bank Midwest  
• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 9, 5:00 p.m., Civic Center  
• Farm Show 2022—Friday-Saturday, March 10-11, Civic Cen-

ter, Fairgrounds.  
• Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 21 (more details next 

month) 

Were you there?



Dear Members of the Farm City Hub Club, 
Thank you for your constant support and recent donation of 

$1,000 to Brown County 4-H. 
We have begun a new 4-H year, with a set of enthusiastic 

youth leaders on the 4-H Federation, who hope to use these 
funds to offset the cost of hosting our annual award celebration, 
in addition to supporting the 4-H Ambassadors for the coming 
year. 

Thank you again for graciously supporting the next gener-
ation of leaders. 

Janessa Palmer, Extension Educator 
 

Dear Friends of New Ulm Public Schools, 
On behalf of the Board of Education and myself, I would 

like to express our appreciation for the donation of $2,500 to 
the New Ulm FFA for the leadership program. 

Your generosity and support are gratifying. 
Sincerely, 

Jeff Bertrang, Superintendent 
 

Dear Julie and Farm City Hub Club, 
On behalf of the students, families, and faculty of New Ulm 

Area Catholic Schools, I thank you for your generous donation 
of $2,849, dated November 2, 2022 for the SawStop saw. The 
students in our shop have already put it to good use. This is truly 
something that will have YEARS of impact! 

We are grateful for your support and consider your gift a 
true blessing in the lives of our students and their families. If 
you ever need any further information regarding New Ulm Area 
Catholic Schools, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you again for your gift. 
Sincerely, Sara Wilfahrt 

Director of Development 
New Ulm Area Catholic Schools 

 
Dear Farm City Hub Club scholarship committee, 

Unfortunately, I could not attend your banquet and meeting, 
but I would still like to share a few words.  

First off, thank you for awarding me a scholarship to con-
tinue my education at South Dakota State University where I 
am studying horticulture. During the fall semester, I took 17 
credits and finished with a 4.000 GPA. While it’s easy to say 
that, the work behind getting those grades was anything but. 
There would be days I would be in the library for seven hours 
a day, but that didn’t deter me from completing my schoolwork. 
I learned to be self-disciplined, prioritizing, and independent.  

In addition to my classes, I was involved in Horticulture and 
Urban Ag Club and Country Swing Dance Club, both clubs I 
really enjoyed and am continuing this spring semester. While 
horticulture was something I knew of, swing dance was not.  

College has allowed so many new, different experiences that 
I otherwise would not have considered. Not only has college 
given me new experiences, but it has also taught me the value 
of friendships. I have met a lot of great people at SDSU, with 
some being my newest friends.  

Sometimes my classes felt overwhelming, but I always had 
professors, advisors, friends, family, and especially God by my 
side. 

With that, I am already a few weeks into this second semes-
ter and am getting used to all my new classes.  

College has been a great experience thus far, and I cannot 
wait to be more knowledgable in my field of study. With a hor-
ticulture degree, I personally will benefit from hours of lecture 
and homework, but I will also hopefully benefit the New Ulm 
community with my knowledge. As you may already know, I 
work at River Creek Nursery and many times will have cus-
tomers ask me questions about plants that I do not yet know the 
answers to.  

I want to be able to provide my customers with the best ad-
vice, which is exactly what a degree in horticulture will help 
me do.  

I am grateful for opportunities at college, and want to thank 
you all, again, for awarding me this scholarship. 

Thank you, Emily Guggisberg 
 

New Ulm Farm City Hub Club, 
My name is Aidan Bastian. I am sorry I am unable to make 

it to the banquet but I am away at college.  
I would just like to start off by saying thank you so much 

for awarding me a scholarship. The money given has helped 
with my studies. I really appreciate it.  

I am currently attending Iowa State University, studying for 
a degree in agricultural business. At ISU, I am involved in Agri-
cultural Business Club, Agricultural Marketing and Manage-
ment Organization, and I am a part of FarmHouse fraternity. 

This summer I will be interning at United Farmers Cooper-
ative as a crop scout. 

I want to thank the Farm City Hub Club for all of your sup-
port. I would also like to thank you for all of your support and 
contributions to the New Ulm FFA Chapter. I have enjoyed 
working with you through the years.  

Once again, thank you so much for the scholarship. 
Aidan Bastian

Cash Wise Brat Stand dates  
Chair Bob Ahlers has booked our club to work two days 

at the Brat Stand this summer—Thursday and Friday, June 
22-23. This is a fundraiser and a great PR event for us.



FARM SHOW OFFICE & GREETER  
Overhead door—open/close door as exhibitors come in 

Bouncer—allow exhibitors in; keep others out until show opens  
Office—Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc. 

Greeter—meet & welcome people as they come in, hand out Journal tabs, etc. 
 

Friday, March 10   (show hours: 1-8 pm)  
Overhead door—8 to 10:30 am 1.___________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. __________________ 
Overhead door—10:30 am to 1 pm 1.___________________  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. __________________  
Bouncer—12 to 1 pm 1. ___________________        
Greeter—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Linda Neigebauer      
Office—1 to 3:30 pm 1. Pete Neigebauer  
Greeter—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Lois Apitz      
Office—3:30 to 6 pm 1. Dennis Sjogren  
Greeter—6 to 8 pm 1. ___________________  
Office—6 to 8:30 pm • 1. ___________________  

  
Saturday, March 11   (show hours: 9 am-4 pm)  

Bouncer—8 to 9 am 1. _________________ 
Office—8 to 10 am 1. _________________ 
Greeter—9 to 11 am 1. Larry Luepke  
Office—10 am to 1 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein  
Greeter—11 am to 1:30 pm 1. _________________ 
Office—1 to 4:30 pm • 1. Jenny Eckstein 
Greeter—1:30 to 4 pm 1. Dennis/JoAnn Schmidt     

• Last office person of the day will help with door prize drawings 

Many volunteers will be needed for clean-up at 4 pm...please stay or come back  
FARM SHOW FOOD STAND  

Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc. 
 

Friday, March 10    (work hours: 11 am to 8 pm)   
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts) 

11 am to 1:15 pm 1. Jon Reinhart 2. Jerry Grathwohl    
1:15 to 3:30 pm 1. Tom Beranek 2. Jane Beranek     
3:30 to 5:45 pm 1. Annette Olson 2. Lorna Luepke     
5:45 to 8:00 pm 1. Julie Wilson 2. Connie Brown 
 

 Saturday, March 11   (work hours: 8:30 am-5:30 pm) 
(2 hour & 15 minute shifts) 

8:30 am to 10:45 am. 1. _____________________ 2. ____________________     
10:45 am to 1:00 pm 1. JoAnn Schmidt     2. _________________3. ___________________   
1:00 to 3:15 pm 1. _____________________ 2. ____________________     
3:15 to 5:30 pm  1. Chris & Dave Goplin 2. Adelle Fischer   

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF JANUARY 25
If you can work at the show, email or call Marie at marieg17703@gmail.com or 507-276-8615


