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The Hub Club recently approved a donation of $2,849 to the New 
Ulm Cathedral High School agriculture and woodworking department 
for the purchase of a SawStop table saw.   

The saw’s safety system reduces what could be a potentially life-
changing injury into a scratch by stopping the spinning blade on con-
tact with skin. NUC has about 20 students that could use the saw every 
day.  

The Hub Club approved the donation, noting that it relates di-
rectly to farmers’ knowledge and skill sets as farmers often use carpen-

try, plumbing, wiring, heating and cooling skills —along with mechan-
ical ones—to repair and maintain farm equipment and structures. Sup-
porting all trades supports agriculture.  

Board members are pictured with NUC ag/industrial arts instruc-
tor Craig Smith and NUC students. From left: Hub Club members 
Randy Schroeder, Shannon Hillesheim, and Julie Wilson; student 
Joseph Brehmer; Smith; and students Zach Gieseke, Keaton Scherr, 
Isaac Miller, Calen Forst, Payten Wurtzberger, and Kendrick Henry. 
Not pictured: Hub Club board member Ruth Klossner. 

Hub Club board members check out SawStop at Cathedral

Hub Club annual meeting,  
banquet and Service to Ag  

recognition will be January 23  
The date, time, and place have been set for the Hub 

Club’s annual banquet—Monday, January 23 at the 
Community Center on German Street in New Ulm. 
Swany’s of Courtland will cater, as well as provide the 
bar.  

Complete details—and a request for RSVPs—will 
be in the January newsletter. In the meantime, please 
note the date and mark it on your 2023 calendar! 

The evening will include the annual meeting, recog-
nition of the new Service to Ag winner, and time to visit. 

Upcoming Hub Club Events  
• Board Meeting—Tues., Dec. 6, 5:15 p.m., Civic Center 

Meeting Room to allow board members to visualize 
Farm Show layout in regards to hockey boards  

• Board Meeting—Tues., Jan. 3, 5:15 p.m., Don Sander-
son’s office  

• Farm Show Meeting—Tues., Jan. 17, 11:45 a.m., Bank 
Midwest  

• Annual Meeting & Banquet—Mon., Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m., 
New Ulm Community Center  

• Farm Show Meeting—Thurs., Feb. 23 11:45 a.m., Bank 
Midwest 



Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022; Don Sanderson’s Office
Vice president Marie Guggisberg called the November 1, 

2022 Hub Club meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. at Don Sander-
son’s State Farm Insurance Office. Also attending were vice 
president Jason Schroeder, secretary Ruth Klossner; treasurer 
Shannon Hillesheim; directors Doug Schottle, Don Sanderson, 
Julie Wilson, and Kelsey Brandt; and guests Ken Reckard and 
Duane Laffrenzen.  

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Wilson 
and second by Schottle; motion carried.  

The minutes of the September meeting were approved, as 
published and summarized, on a motion by Schroeder and sec-
ond by Hillesheim; motion carried. 

Hillesheim reported a checking account balance of 
$60,495.10. Her report was approved on a motion by Klossner 
and second by Brandt; motion carried.  

Laffrenzen reported on the club’s scholarship program, ask-
ing the board if applications should be sent out to school coun-
selors and ag teachers earlier than in the past. The board 
suggested sending apps out immediately, with a March 1 due 
date.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Membership. No report. 
Public Relations. Sanderson reported concerns with the use 

of the Civic Center for the Farm Show in regards to the hockey 
boards being left in place in the arena. He will continue to work 
on the matter.  

Events. No events, no report. 
  
OLD BUSINESS  

Pipes and Drapes for Farm Show. After discussion on 
whether the club should purchase drapes and pipes, the matter 
was tabled to a future time.  

NUACS Donation. Wilson motioned and Sanderson sec-
onded affirming the board’s email vote taken in late September 
to donate $2,849 for a table saw for the New Ulm Cathedral in-
dustrial arts department, with the condition that the club con-
sider financing similar projects for other schools in the future; 
motion carried. The saw is in place at the school; the board 

hopes to see it in action, and photograph it, at a future time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Annual Meeting Plans. Swany’s has been booked for the 
meal and bar; the menu will be decided at the December meet-
ing. 

Service to Ag Nominations. Additional nominations will 
be accepted and the selection committee will meet in Novem-
ber. 

Board of Directors. The terms of Doug Schottle and Kelsey 
Brandt will be up for election; Brandt will accept another term; 
Schottle indicated he would not. A second vice president can-
didate is also needed. Board members will make some contacts. 

New Ulm FFA Donation. After discussion of the number 
of students that attended National Convention and the costs, 
Klossner motioned and Sanderson seconded donating $2,500 
to the New Ulm FFA program toward leadership programs; mo-
tion carried. 

Computer Program for Newsletter. Klossner indicated that 
she had to purchase a new program to publish the newsletter at 
a cost of $525; she asked if the club could pay a portion of that 
cost. Wilson motioned and Brandt seconded paying $200, with 
Klossner to contact the other organizations she does newsletters 
for, to see if they will contribute toward the cost; motion carried.  

Founding Member of the Club Passes. Gene Rodewald, 
one of the “dirty dozen” that started the Hub Club, passed away 
this week. Klossner will ask the funeral home to display the 
Hub Club plaque at his visitation. 

Donation to Club. Sanderson reported that Dr. Ann Vogel 
donated $400 to “pipes and drapes,” if the club goes that route, 
or to “something durable,” if not. The board will discuss the use 
at a future meeting. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. on a motion by Brandt 
and second by Schroeder. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, December 6. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

Contact information for 2022 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-353-7437 (W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com 
1st Vice President Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 
2nd Vice President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com 
Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us



Thank you notes received...  
The “Schroeder kids” got creative and personalized their thank you notes to the Hub Club. The front of the card is pictured 

here. April and Alex are the children of Jason and Michele Schroeder.  
 

The inside of the card has the heading,  
     “In the Spirit of Thanksgiving and Thankfulness,” along with these notes:  
Thank you so much! 
     Last Sunday at my 4-H Cloverbud meeting, we made a “Give Thanks” wreath. 
One of the things I was thankful for was my show animals. I could not show my 
animals unless donors like you support the shows I go to. Thank you so much for 
supporting the Southern MN Youth Dairy Show in New Ulm. 
     This year I showed 2 animals. Their names are Polka and Peyton. Peyton was 
2nd place and Polka was 1st place. 
     My favorite dairy show is the Southern MN Youth Dairy Show. 
     Thank you. Happy Thanksgiving. 

April Schroeder, Courtland, Age 7 
 
Thank you! 
     In this season of Thanksgiving, I’d like to thank you so much for supporting 
the Southern MN Youth Dairy Show this past June. Without you, this event would 
not happen. 
    The Southern MN Youth Dairy Show is one of the highlights of the summer 
for me. This year I showed Princess (a 5-year-old), Strawberry (a 3-year-old), 
and Grace (a fall calf). 
    Once again, thank you. Happy Thanksgiving. 

Alex Schroeder, Courtland, Age 13 

Hub Club’s 50th anniversary is coming in 2024!
Board members are starting to think about the Hub Club’s 

50th anniversary in 2024. They’d like to display club mem-
orabilia and are looking for a Hub Club belt buckle and any 

other old club items that you have that they could borrow. 
Please contact Michele Schroeder or Ruth Klossner if you 
have any items for a memorabilia display.

   
 

    

A message from our president, Randy Schroeder
Most farmers in our area had a good harvest with no 

rain interruptions, and finished up with field work in 
record time. We can be truly thankful for generally good 
yields and a profitable year in spite of the lack of rain.  
 Your Hub Club leaders are planning our next big 
events—the annual meeting and Service to Agriculture 
banquet in January, and the Farm Show in March.   

Other than these planning meetings, December is typ-
ically among the slowest months of the year for Hub Club 
activities, but undoubtedly a busy one for our members 
personally.   

Please take this time to enjoy family and friends, and 
remember to put all earthly activities in perspective as you 
reflect on Christmas. 

Hub Club scholarships  
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total 

value of about $5,000—to current seniors at NUHS, NUC, or 
MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member (attending 
any school)—and planning to study ag, ag business, or natural re-
sources at the post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.  

Applications are available from school counselors and ag 
teachers or can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens 
Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hubclub@newulm 
tel.net. Application deadline is March 1. 

Next Farm Show committee  
meeting Tuesday, January 17  

The next meeting to plan the 2020 Farm Show will 
be Tuesday, January 17 at 11:45 a.m. at Bank Midwest. 

If you’d like to volunteer to be on the committee, 
please contact chair Don Sanderson at 354-8524 or 
don@ sandersonsf.com.  

The committee plans to have door prizes at the 
show. If you would like to donate something, please 
contact a committee member.


