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Hub Club Annual Meeting, 
Banquet and Roast  

       About 95 Hub Club members and guests gathered at the New Ulm 
Community Center for the Hub Club’s annual meeting, banquet, and 
Service to Agriculture presentation Monday, January 24. 
      Service to Ag 
recipients Tim 
and Mary Waibel 
were recognized 
in fine fashion.
      P r o g r a m 
MC was Michele 
Schroeder.  
      S p e a k e r s 
were Gary Lager 
and three of the 
Waibels’ children.

The New Ulm Community Center is a great venue for our annual banquet.

  Michele Schroeder                  Gary Lager                     Clarissa Glaus                  Anna MacHolda           Jonathan Rewitzer



A message from our new president, Randy Schroeder
We had a great annual meeting and Service to Agri-

culture banquet Monday night. We were happy to honor 
Mary and Tim Waibel, and enjoyed hearing from their 
family members. What a wonderful family that has accom-
plished many things in agriculture and in life!   

Thank you to Michele Schroeder for being emcee, 
Garrett Freeman and Justin Gode for meeting arrange-
ments, Delbert Fischer, Jr., for gathering door prizes, 
Christina Schwab and Inspired for the beautiful table cen-
terpieces, Adam Towles for recording the program, and 
Ruth Klossner for program preparation, slide show, pho-
tography, and the hundreds of details that she always does 
so well.   

Thank you also to past president Julie Wilson and to 
“retiring” director Christina Schwab for their leadership.  

Welcome to Jason Schroeder who has joined the board 
as second vice president. 

Hub Club members have a strong “farm kid” work 
ethic, and we will need that in the coming year as we try 

to get back to normal activities after two years of pan-
demic-related hesitancy and cancellations.  

We will need many volunteers for the Farm Show in 
March, and we will need individuals or a team to lead us 
in the Bavarian Blast Food Stand. The Fluegges and the 
Forsts are willing to guide the individuals or team that will 
need to organize work schedules, order food, and work 
with the Bavarian Blast Board. In some ways this should 
be a bit easier now than in past years, since most of our 
equipment is now stored right at the fairgrounds and won’t 
need to be hauled. Some members have already expressed 
an interest in stepping up their involvement in Bavarian 
Blast, but we need other members willing to help lead us 
in this important fund-raising project that gives us great 
publicity. 

As always, watch the newsletter for opportunities to 
work with many wonderful Hub Club members on various 
worthwhile activities! 

                                                            Randy  

Meeting Minutes —  
Tuesday, January 4, 2022; Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office

Vice President Randy Schroeder called the January 4, 
2022 Hub Club meeting to order at 5:18 p.m. at Don Sander-
son’s State Farm Insurance Office. Also attending were treas-
urer Shannon Hillesheim; directors Justin Gode, Garrett 
Freeman, Doug Schottle, Don Sanderson, and Kelsey Brandt; 
and Delbert Fischer. 

Brandt was appointed to serve as secretary for the meeting. 
The meeting agenda was approved as emailed. The min-

utes of the December meeting, as published, were approved 
on a motion by Hillesheim and second by Sanderson; motion 
carried.  

President Julie Wilson arrived and took leadership of the 
meeting. 

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report that showed a 
checking balance of $42,602.55. The report was approved on a 
motion by Sanderson and second by Schwab; motion carried.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Membership. Freeman reported that a few memberships 
are coming in. There were 10 memberships received and 17 
RSVPs for the banquet. 

Public Relations. Sanderson reported that plans for the 
farm show are moving forward. The committee will meet 

again in January. 
Events. Banquet updates will be shared in new business.   

OLD BUSINESS 
None.   

NEW BUSINESS 
Bavarian Blast Food Stand. Discussed forming a commit-

tee to lead the food stand. Wilson will reach out to Beth for a 
conversation about forming the committee. Freeman volun-
teered to be a committee member. Schroeder motioned and 
Freeman seconded to pay up to $200 to St. George for the use 
of their facility if they do not give a set price; motion carried. 

Annual Banquet. Justin shared updates on annual meeting. 
Ruth has been in contact with Swany’s, Christina will provide 
table decor, Delbert has many donations for door prizes.  

Chamber Window. Michele Schroeder is checking on this.  
The meeting adjourned at 5:59 p.m. on a motion by 

Sanderson and second by Freeman. 
The next meeting is Tuesday, February 1.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Kelsey Brandt, Acting Secretary 

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—
with a total value of about $5,000—to current seniors at 
NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub 
Club member (attending any school)—and planning to 
study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-sec-

ondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.  
Applications are available from school counselors or 

can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank 
(dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hubclub@newulm 
tel.net. Application deadline is March 15. 

Scholarship applications available; due date March 15  



After a year off, the Hub Club Farm 
Show is coming back! 

The show will have several new fea-
tures this year, including a video presenta-
tion on the Grain Weevil—a new device that 
makes grain bin load-out safer by breaking 
up clumped or crusted grain. The show will 
also include a variety of safety presentations 
by UMASH—the Upper Midwest Agricul-
tural Safety & Health Center. (More on that 
next month.) 

Seminar topics will include veteran af-
fairs by the local veteran service officers, 
how to navigate Highway 14 during construction by MnDOT, 
and a legislative panel featuring area legislators. 

•�•�• 
Through the hard work of committee member Michele 

Schroeder, the club has secured a grant from Compeer Financial's 
Fund for America. The grant will help to fund programs and 
speakers, along with safety items to distribute. 

•�•�•  
Volunteers will be needed Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 

March 10, 11, and 12 at these times— 
• Show set-up Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m. 
• Food stand Friday and Saturday 
• Farm Show office Friday and Saturday 
• Safety booth Friday and Saturday. 
• Show cleanup Saturday at 5:00 p.m.  

 •�•�• 

        Many of you have already signed up to 
help (at the annual meeting). For those who 
didn’t, Christina Schwab is handling sign-up 
and/or will make “reminder” calls to get 
enough volunteers.  
        Please make Christina’s job easier. To 
offer to help, contact her by email at 
cschwab@live.com or by phone at 354-
5922. Shifts are usually two to three hours. 
Christina can provide more details.  
        Volunteers are asked to wear their Hub 
Club shirts. Instructions will be posted at the 
respective booth. 

It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or clean-
up...just come! The more hands helping, the less time it takes. 
(Pizza and pop will be provided.) 

With new regulations regarding food items, we will NOT�
have homemade bars at the food stand, but will order cookies and 
ice cream treats. (If someone wants to bring bars for set-up, that 
would be appreciated!) 

• •�• 
Don Sanderson is again chairing this year’s show. Please 

share any ideas or concerns with him.  
•�•�• 

To help members know which shifts still need workers—and 
for those of you who have already signed up to remember which 
shift you volunteered for—the work list, as we have it now, is 
printed on the back page of this newsletter. 

•�•�• 

Farm Safety and more is theme of 2022 Farm Show   
~ Volunteers needed March 10-12 ~  

2022 Farm Show

 

Upcoming Events 
 
• February Board Meeting—Tuesday, February 

1, 5:15 p.m., Don Sanderson’s State Farm 
Office  

• Farm Show Committee Meeting—Tuesday, 
February 15, noon, Bank Midwest  

• FFA Week Pancake Breakfast—Wednesday, 
February 23, New Ulm Senior High 
School, 6:30-9:00 a.m.    

• Farm Show Set-up—Thursday, March 10, 
5:30 p.m., Civic Center  

• Farm Show 2022—Friday-Saturday, March 
11-12, Civic Center, Fairgrounds.  

• Ag Day Parade—to be arranged! 

Volunteers—and hungry pancake 
eaters—needed for FFA Breakfast  

It’s back—The Hub Club’s FFA pancake 
breakfast, that is! It’s Wednesday, February 23. 

The Hub Club is looking for about a half 
dozen volunteers to help at the breakfast at New 
Ulm Senior High (1600 Oak Street). Serving will 
be from 6:30 to 9:00 a.m., so volunteers will have 
to “rise and shine.”  

If you can help, please contact Justin Gode at 
jgode@citizensmn.com, 
507-228-8283 (work), or 
507-276-6597 (cell).    
      New Ulm FFA members 
invite everyone to attend to 
enjoy pancakes made by our 
members and/or the FFA 
members. Mark the date 
down: Wednesday, Febru-
ary 23, 6:30-9:00 a.m.   



Swany’s of Courtland catered the meal and set up the bar. Randy 
Schroeder gave the invocation, Julie Wilson conducted the business 
meeting and presented the Service to Ag plaque to Mary and Tim 
Waibel. The honored couple had plenty to laugh at during the program.

re-
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The Waibel fan club turned out in force, coming from as far as South Dakota for the event.

2022 Banquet memories



2022 Banquet 
memories

Adam Towles recorded the pro-
gram for those who couldn’t at-
tend.

Board member Garrett Freeman handled registration.
Great conversation was the order of the evening during the social hour.

New Ulm FFA advisors and officers reported on chapter activities. They 
are, from left: advisor Kelsey Brandt, sentinel Jarrett Platz, treasurer 
Tyler Sondag, secretary Sam Schwab, reporter Jared Beranek, and advi-
sor Jeff Nelson.

2021 scholarship recipient Brooke Aschenbrenner 
told of her college work and plans. Duane Laffren-
zen reported that the Hub Club has awarded 131 
scholarships valued at $79,300 in the last 27 years. 

Thank you to club member Delbert Fischer, Jr., for 
collecting all the door prizes—and to all the busi-
nesses and individual that donated them.  

Starting them 
young! Two of 

Tim and Mary’s 
grandchildren 
got to attend 

their first Hub 
Club banquet. 



The annual meeting and banquet of the New Ulm 
Hub Club was held Monday evening, January 24, 2022 at 
the New Ulm Community Center. During the social hour 
and dinner, members viewed the 2021 year-in-review slide 
show.  About 95 members and guests were present. 

First vice president Randy Schroeder gave the invo-
cation before the two-meat buffet meal prepared by 
Swany’s of Courtland.   

The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to 
order by President Julie Wilson at 7:48 p.m. Printed copies 
of the 2021 annual meeting minutes were available on the 
tables for members to review. A motion to approve was 
made by       Tim Waibel and seconded by Alma Forst; the min-
utes were approved on a voice vote.  

In the absence of the treasurer, Wilson noted that the 
treasurer’s report was printed and available on the tables, 
along with an explanation of changes in income and ex-
penses, most due to the pandemic. The report showed a net 
loss for 2021 of $288, which is not bad, considering we 
did not have our biggest fundraiser, the Farm Show. Garrett 
Freeman motioned, Delbert Fischer, Jr., seconded, and the 
report was approved on a voice vote.  

Wilson presented the 2022 slate of officers, as 
printed in the program.                  Joe Maidl motioned and Alma 
Forst seconded ceasing nominations and casting a unani-
mous ballot for the officers; motion carried. Officers 
elected were: Randy Schroeder, president; Marie Guggis-
berg, first vice president; Jason Schroeder, second vice 
president; Ruth Klossner, secretary; Julie Wilson, director-
at-large (one year); Don Sanderson, public relations direc-
tor; and Kelsey Brandt, director-at-large. Continuing 
officers/directors are Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Doug 
Schottle, director-at-large; Justin Gode, events director; 
and Garrett Freeman, membership director. 

Bavarian Blast 2022 was discussed briefly. Wilson 
noted that Alma Forst, Jim Forst, and Kevin and Beth 
Fluegge have done a lot for our food stand over the years. 
The Fluegges are stepping down from running the stand; 

Alma noted that she would continue to help as she can. The 
club needs to develop a committee for the event (similar 
to the Farm Show committee). Volunteers will be needed. 

Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship com-
mittee had selected two recipients for 2021—Brooke As-
chenbrenner and Cole Schwartz.� Aschenbrenner attended 
the banquet to update the club. She is studying precision 
agriculture at SDSU, works in SDSU’s dairy barn, and is 
a member of the dairy club and the rodeo club. Laffrenzen 
shared that $79,300 in scholarships has been awarded in 
college scholarship to 131 students since 1994. 

New Ulm FFA Advisors Kelsey Brandt and Jeff Nel-
son and chapter officers Tyler Sondag, Jarrett Platz, Sam 
Schwab, and Jared Beranek updated the group on chapter 
activities and invited everyone to the February 23 Hub 
Club/FFA Pancake Breakfast. 

There was no additional business to be conducted. 
Tim and Mary Waibel received the Service to Agri-

culture award. Michele Schroeder emceed the roast. The 
Waibels are the 42nd recipients of the award.  

Speaking during the program were Hub Club mem-
ber and family friend Gary Lager and the Waibels chil-
dren—Clarissa Glaus, Anna MacHolda, and Jonathan 
Rewitzer. 

Wilson presented the Service to Agriculture plaque 
on behalf of the club. In response, both Mary and Tim 
thanked the club and noted that others are equally as wor-
thy. 

Winners of a free year of club membership in the 
early-bird drawing were Delbert and Adelle Fischer. 

With Wilson and membership chair Garrett Freeman 
doing the drawing , board members and volunteers distrib-
uted the numerous door prizes collected by Del Fischer, Jr. 
Our thanks to all who donated.  

President Wilson introduced the 2022 officers and 
board and adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

2022 Annual Meeting Minutes  
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 24, Community Center, New Ulm 

Contact information for 2022 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-353-7437.(W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com 
1st Vice President Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 
2nd Vice President Jason Schroeder—Phone: 507-766-3263; Email: schroederholsteins@yahoo.com 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don.sanderson.b5k0@statefarm.com 
Director-at-Large Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com 
Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us



Were you there? Nearly 100 members and guests attended the Hub Club  
banquet and roast Monday, January 24—here are some of them.

Hub Club dues due now  
Thank you to all who have already  

paid 2022 Hub Club dues.  
If you missed the banquet and have  

not paid your dues, they are $25 for the year,  
payable to New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club. 

 
Dues can be mailed to: 

Garrett Freeman 
518 Center Street, Suite B 

New Ulm, MN 56073 
 

Or they may be dropped off to Garrett’s  
attention at his office at  

518 Center Street, New Ulm

The 2022 Hub Club officers and directors. Front, from left: Marie Gug-
gisberg, first vice president;  Ruth Klossner, secretary; Julie Wilson, di-
rector; and Kelsey Brandt, director. Back: Don Sanderson, public 
relations director; Jason Schroeder, second vice president; Justin Gode, 
events director; Randy Schroeder, president; and Garrett Freeman, 
membership director. Not pictured: Doug Schottle, director; and Shan-
non Hillesheim, treasurer.



Farm Show OFFICE Work Schedule 
Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc. 

 
Friday, March 11  

8 to 11 am 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. Joe Maidl Overhead door: __________ 
11 am to 2 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. _______________ Bouncer: _______________    
2 to 5 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein 2.  _______________        (12-1 pm)     
5 to 8 pm 1.  _______________ 2.  _______________ 

  
Saturday, March 12  

9 am to 12 pm 1. ________________ 2. ________________ Bouncer: ________________ 
12  to 2 pm 1.  _______________ 2.  _______________        (9-10 am)    
2 to 5 pm 1. Jenny Eckstein 2.  _______________     

 

Farm Show SAFETY�BOOTH Work Schedule 
Distribute safety items; answer questions 

 
Friday, March 11   

  
12:30 to 3 pm. 1.  Larry Luepke 2.  _______________    
3 to 5 p.m 1.  Brian Fischer 2.  Donna Fischer    
5 to 8 pm 1.  _______________ 2. ________________ 

 Saturday, March 12  
9:30 to noon 1. _______________ 2. ________________ 
12 to 2:00 pm 1.  _______________ 2. ________________    
2 to-5:00 pm 1.  _______________ 2. ________________  

 

Farm Show Food Stand Work Schedule 
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc. 

 
Friday, March 11    

10 am to 1 pm 1.  Donna Fischer    
1 to 4 pm 1.  Jason Schroeder 2.  _______________     
4 to 7 pm 1.  Lorna Luepke 2. _______________     
5 to 8 pm 1.  Yvonne Lager 2.  Randy Reinarts 
 

 Saturday, March 12 
 
9 am to 11:30 am 1.  Lydel Janni 2.  _______________      
11:30 am to 1:30 pm 1. Delmar Ranweiler 2. Marlene Ranweiler    
1:30 to 4 pm 1.  Adelle Fischer 2.  _______________   
4 to 6 pm 1.  Chris Goplin 2.  David Goplin     

  

FARM SHOW VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP AS OF JANUARY 25
If you can work at the show, email or call Christina at cschwab@live.com or 354-5922


