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Hub Club  
summer picnic 

and Service to Ag 
presentation  

  We may have been six months late, but 
we got the job done, gathering to honor the 
Hub Club’s 2021 Service to Ag recipient, 
Don Sanderson. We did it outdoors, at a pic-
nic style social at Hermann Heights park 
shelter in New Ulm on the evening of Tues-
day, July 27. It was a hot and sticky night but 
we survived with  
lots of water and 
fans to move the 
(hot) air around.  

With the fairs coming soon, we had to have “something 
on a stick!” 

Randy Schroeder emceed the roast.  Speakers were 
Delbert Fischer, Jr., Christina  Schwab, and Tim 
Knaak. Don had the “last word,” sharing how he came 
to be involved in the club. (More photos on p. 5)



Contact information for 2021 Hub Club Officers & Directors   
President Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com 
1st Vice President Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-233-4797(W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com 
2nd Vice President Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net 
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net  
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 507-276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com 
Membership Director Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com 
Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com 
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 507-354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com 
Director-at-Large Christina Schwab—Phone: 507-354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com 
Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co 
Director-at-Large Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us

Meeting Minutes—New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club  
Tuesday, July 6, Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office

President Julie Wilson called the July 6, 2021 Hub Club board 
meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. at Don Sanderson’s State Farm In-
surance Office. Also attending were vice presidents Randy 
Schroeder and Marie Guggisberg, secretary Ruth Klossner; direc-
tors Christina Schwab, Doug Schottle, Don Sanderson, Kelsey 
Brandt, and Garrett Freeman; and guests Brooke Aschenbrenner 
(Nicollet County 4-H Federation president) and Janessa Palmer 
(Brown County 4-H Extension Educator). 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Brandt and 
second by Guggisberg. The minutes of the June meeting, as pub-
lished, were approved on a motion by Guggisberg and second by 
Schroeder; motion carried. The treasurer’s report, showing a check-
ing balance of $39,104.56, was approved on a motion by Klossner 
and second by Guggisberg; motion carried.  

Guests Aschenbrenner and Palmer spoke about 4-H programs 
during Covid and the events that are happening this year. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Membership. Freeman continues to work on membership re-
newals. 

Public Relations. No report. 
Events. No report.  

 
OLD BUSINESS  

Social Media/Website Advertising. Advertising is on hold for 
now. Facebook promotions will be increased, including promoting 
the Bavarian Blast food stand. 

Brat Stand Tip Money. Klossner motioned and Freeman sec-
onded to present the tip money to the Giesekes at the July 27 so-
cial. 

Storage of Hub Club Kitchen Equipment. Schroeder has worked 
out possible storage at the fairgrounds. He’ll follow up on it. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Bavarian Blast Food Stand. The board re-worked the work shift 
schedule, shortening the shifts from six hours to four. Brandt vol-
unteered to take sign-ups.  

Summer Social. Reservations are coming in for the July 27 
event. 

Newsletter Printing/Mailing. Wilson volunteered to take over 
the printing and mailing of the newsletter (to those who don’t have 
email) that Schottle has been doing at Upper Midwest Management 
for years.  

Annual Meeting Venue. After discussion of options, Klossner 
motioned and Brandt seconded to set the date for Monday, January 
24, with a back-up date of January 31, at the New Ulm Community 
Center with Hahn’s catering the meal; Freeman will line up the bar  
service. Motion carried.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m. on a motion by Sanderson 
and second by Schroeder. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, September 7. (No board meeting 
in August.) 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary 

The Hub Club will provide volunteers at the Brown County 
Fair to offset some or all of the rental cost for storing our Bavar-
ian Blast kitchen items on the grounds. We will bartend (six peo-
ple needed) Wednesday, August 11, from 5:15 to 8:00 p.m. We 
also need three bartenders Saturday night, August 14, from 5:15 
to 8:00 p.m. Volunteers should plan to wear their Hub Club shirt. 
 Please contact Julie Wilson at 507-233-3354 or JWil-
son@unitedprairiebank.com to volunteer. 

 • • • 
Here’s another opportunity to help at the fair:  

Brown County 4-H is looking for a few more judges’ as-
sistants for 4-H conference judging on Tuesday, August 10, 
2:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 4-H exhibit building on the fair-
grounds. No prior 4-H experience is needed. 

Judges’ assistants attach exhibit cards and ribbon stickers 
to the exhibits, record results, and appropriately display ex-
hibits in their designated area. Volunteers will receive train-
ing when they arrive at 2:30 p.m. 
 To volunteer, email 4-H Extension Educator Janessa 
Palmer at palme590@umn.edu. 

Volunteer opportunities at the Brown County Fair



 A message from our president, Julie Wilson
What a great Bavarian Blast!!! Looks like they hit record 

crowds, which in turn should only mean we had record sales. 
We’ll know more by next month’s newsletter, but from what I 
saw and heard, we did amazing!!!!   

Great job to everyone that helped, whether in big ways or 
in small ways. It takes everyone to make this happen. 

I also appreciate the great response we had to celebrate our 
very own Don Sanderson! Proves very much that he is well de-
serving of the recognition for sure. 

Next on the agenda for August are the Brown and Nicollet 
County Fairs. Something new this year is that Brown County is 

storing the kitchen equipment we use at Bavarian Blast. In turn, 
if we volunteer at a stand for the fair, it could take the place of 
a fee.   

We are planning two evenings to help out, so look for more 
details in this newsletter. This is a great opportunity for us to 
show our appreciation for the help they’ve given us. We thank 
Jim and Alma Forst for always storing this equipment at their 
farm for many years. We’re happy to find a new home for it all. 

Let’s enjoy the last weeks of summer, before school begins 
and field work resumes! 

       Julie 

 

Hub Club Members: 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of our Bavarian Blast Food 

Stand. It was an incredible weekend with record attendance on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday. Sunday’s attendance was down slightly—according to the Bavarian Blast 
board—but, as a whole, it was a great weekend.   

Our water heater  went down and was replaced this year, and the large commercial 
refrigerator’s compressor stopped working. Both were disposed of and recycled.  

The health inspector came on Friday and we passed with flying colors.  
During the Blast, workers did awesome and the kitchen ran beautifully, thanks to 

the dedicated volunteers.   
Tear down went remarkably smooth and we thank the Hub Club board for finding storage on the fairgrounds. This is a 

HUGE timesaver and labor reduction for all involved.   
Finally, we don’t know what the final numbers are yet—as some of the bills have not been sent—but we will report our 

revenue next month.   
We hope the monies we raised will keep the Hub Club in good standing and able to provide scholarships to graduating 

seniors.   
Thanks again to each and every Hub Club member; we could not have done it without you.   

With Gratitude, 
Jim Forst, Alma Forst, Kevin & Beth Fluegge 

Bavarian Blast committee says, Thank you so much!

Bavarian Blast food preparation started on 
Monday when Arline Klingler made the 
dressing for the German potato salad. Volun-
teers came to the St. George kitchen to make 
potato salad and sauerkraut on Tuesday. 
Even rain couldn’t stop the set-up of the 
club’s outdoor kitchen on Wednesday. Then 
it was time for members to grill, cook, serve, 
and clean-up the next four days. 
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Thursday-Sunday, Thursday-Sunday,   
July 15-18July 15-18 

After a year off, the Hub Club was “back at 
it,” running the food stand at Bavarian Blast 
July 15-18. There were some changes this year, 
with canned potatoes taking the place of potato 
peeling by our members but, overall, things 
seemed “pretty normal.” 
 Hub Club members turned out to fill the 
work shifts all weekend. Thank you to everyone 
who helped in any way!

All ages stopped by to get the club’s delicious food!

A new job was added—checking volunteers in at the gate



Summer social  
‘hot & sweaty’ momentsDon and Sue with family members. From left: granddaughter 

Samantha Sanderson, daughter-in-law Trisha Sanderson, Don, Sue, 
granddaughter Kelsi Sanderson, and Kelsi’s finacee Jake Dietz.

Ted and Barb Bergstrom cooked up the food—a choice of a Philly or a Reuben sandwich. The line may have been long, but it 
was worth the wait! 
 

President Julie presented the tip 
money from the Cash Wise brat 
stand to Myrt and Vern Gieseke who 
responded with a big thank you.

A note from the Giesekes  
Hub Club members and longtime volunteers Vern and Myrt 

Gieseke lost their rural New Ulm home to fire on June 10.  The 
Giesekes sent this note soon afterwards.  

The club donated the tip jar proceeds from the brat stand to 
the Giesekes to “do something special” for themselves. 
 
Hi Ruth, 

Yes, we did lose the house but the Lord granted Vern and I 
more time here to be of help. We were fortunate our children 
found a place in New Ulm, furnished and available.  We are now 
here and there!!!  There’s a lot of stuff to clean up. We will be 
helping at Bavarian Blast and going to the picnic at Hermann Park 
on the 27th of July. 

Thank you for your concerns, 
Vern and Myrt Gieseke 

It’s ‘stuffing’ time! 
As mentioned Tuesday evening at the summer picnic, 

we’re looking for a few club members to help stuff bags with 
agriculture education/promotion items for the Brown County 
Fair daycare day.  

We had originally planned to do it after Tuesday’s event 
but decided that it was just too hot to do it there.  

Our “stuffing party” is now planned for this Sunday 
evening (August 1) at 6:30 p.m. at the Jason and Michele 
Schroeder air-conditioned home at 45318 551st Avenue, Court-
land.  

Even if we’re one day late for National Ice Cream Month, 
Michele promises ice cream treats (after the work is done!) 

If you have any empty cardboard boxes to put the com-
pleted bags in, please bring them along...some of us just recy-
cled what we had! 

The program participants with Don afterwards. 


