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New officers elected in Zoom meeting (above)
2021 Hub Club officers were elected and assumed their
positions virtually at the end of the January 25 Zoom meeting.
They are Julie Wilson, president; Randy Schroeder, first
vice president; Marie Guggisberg, second vice president; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Ruth Klossner, secretary; Garrett

Freeman, membership director; and Kelsey Brandt, directorat-large.
They join continuing directors Don Sanderson, public relations; Justin Gode, events; and Doug Schottle and Christina
Schwab, at-large directors.

Hub Club receives Brown County 4-H Federation plaque
There were Hub Club members on both sides when the
Brown County 4-H 2020 Outstanding Service to 4-H Award was
presented Sunday, January 10. On behalf of the federation, Milford 4-H Club leader Michele Schroeder presented the plaque
to Hub Club secretary Ruth Klossner.
The club was recognized for its support of 4-Hers at the livestock showcases held this past summer, when the county fair
was cancelled. A dozen club members pitched in to help and the
club helped fund the shows.

Upcoming Club Events
• March Board Meeting—Tuesday, March 2, 5:15 p.m., Don
Sanderson’s State Farm Insurance Office

A message from our new president, Julie Wilson
I’ll begin with a little introduction about myself so you
can “get to know” your new president. I grew up on a dairy
farm south of Sleepy Eye. My dad sold the cows my freshman year in college—must have been because his help left!
I earned a degree in agribusiness management, specializing
in finance, at Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall. My husband Cory and I live north of New Ulm on a
dairy farm and milk 60 cows and farm about 460 acres of
corn/soybeans/alfalfa. Our three children—Carter (sixth
grade), Leah (fourth grade) and Ashley (kindergarten)—are
a big help on the farm. It is a great way to raise a family. I
work full time at United Prairie Bank as an ag/commercial
lender and have been with them more than five years.

The past few weeks, I was able to make book deliveries
to local school and public libraries. Every few years, the Hub
Club donates agricultural books to further educate the community. This year I was so happy to hear librarians tell us
that the kids are always asking for ag/farm and animal books.
This shows our area is abundant with agricultural influence
and, through the work of the Hub Club, we are able to help
encourage our youth.
I am hoping for 2021 to bring a little more normalcy to
our lives. Even without the Farm Show this year, we hope to
hold a few events such as Bavarian Blast and the Cash Wise
Brat Stand. These are all unknowns at this time, so please stay
tuned to the monthly newsletter. Let’s make this a great year!

Contact information for 2021 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com
Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-233-4797(W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net
Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Garrett Freeman—Phone: 507-276-0648; Email: garrett_freeman@hotmail.com
Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or 507-276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com
Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Kelsey Brandt—Phone: 507-507-995-7084; Email: kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us

Meeting Minutes—New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club
Tuesday, January 5, Don Sanderson’s State Farm Office
President Christina Schwab called the January 5, 2021 Hub Club
meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. at Don Sanderson’s State Farm Insurance Office. Also attending were vice presidents Julie Wilson and
Denny Sjogren, treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, secretary Ruth Klossner, and directors Doug Schottle, Marie Guggisberg, and Randy
Schroeder.
The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. The minutes
of the December meeting, as published, were approved on a motion
by Guggisberg and second by Wilson; motion carried. Hillesheim
presented the treasurer’s report that showed a checking balance of
$41,940.18. The report was approved on a motion by Schroeder and
second by Guggisberg; motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported that three members had paid
2021 dues as of the meeting. Membership renewal for 2021 will continue through the newsletter.
Public Relations and Events. No reports.
OLD BUSINESS
Ag Books for Libraries. The books have been received and will
be distributed over the next few weeks and months.
Vice President resigns. Sjogren stated that, due to family con-

cerns, he will not move up to first vice president for the coming year.
NEW BUSINESS
Annual Meeting. The meeting will be held on Monday, January
25 at 7:00 pm. by Zoom. Guggisberg motioned and Sjogren seconded
approval of the meeting notice, ballot, last year’s minutes, and treasurer’s report to be emailed or mailed to members later in the week;
motion carried.
Officer Slate. Garrett Freeman has agreed to be a candidate for
membership director, with Randy Schroeder moving up to first vice
president. Marie Guggisberg stated she would accept the second vice
president position, leaving her director-at-large slot open. (After the
meeting, Schroeder secured Kelsey Brandt to fill that spot on the ballot.)
Brat Stand. Sjogren reported that Cash Wise has not opened signup for the brat stand yet. He has resigned from heading the committee
and suggested that the board find someone new.
The meeting adjourned at 5:39 p.m. on a motion by Guggisberg
and second by Hillesheim.
By consensus, the board decided to forego the scheduled February meeting and to meet, instead, on March 2.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Justin Gode joined the Hub Club Board a year ago...but was not introduced at that time. Our apologies to Justin for the delay!

Meet Your Hub Club Events Board Member: Justin Gode
Family: Wife Anne, son Noah, and dog Duke.
Club Member/Officer: two-plus years; current
events director.

Employer/Job Title: Citizens Bank Minnesota,
vice president; and my family farm, management, labor
and overall grunt.

Hometown: Sanborn.
Education/Degree: Red Rock Central High
School, Lamberton; Minnesota State University, Mankato, double
major in management and marketing, finance minor.

Most influential people from childhood: My parents.

2021 Hub Club scholarship
applications due March 15
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with
a total cap of $5,100—to students who are currently seniors
at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub
Club member (attending any school), and planning to study
ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary
level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.
Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at
Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from secretary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Applications are due March 15.

2020 Scholarship thank you
Scholarship recipient Trent Fluegge sent this note with his
first semester college transcript.
Thank you to the Farm City Hub Club for choosing me as
a recipient of this award. I have always worked very hard when
it comes to my academic success. Receiving scholarships in
recognition of that effort motivates me to continue to do my
best in not only my classes, but also in every other aspect of
my life. Thank you again for your generosity and support!
Trent A. Fluegge

Favorite time of year: Spring and fall, great
weather and they’re also planting and harvesting time!
Favorite Hobbies: Hunting, fishing, traveling/vacationing, spending time with family and friends.
Other organizations involved in: New Ulm
Basketball Assn. and New Ulm Baseball Assn., volunteer
coach; MN Bankers Association Ag Committee, past
chair/current committee member; MN Bankers Association Staffing & Higher Education Task Force Committee, current
committee member; Waseca County Pheasants Forever, treasurer;
Nicollet Conservation Club, volunteer worker.

2021 Hub Club dues payable now
It’s was an unusual year, no matter how you look at
it. Through it all, the Hub Club has been there, ready and
willing to help where we were needed.
We held our annual Farm Show—“The last show in
town”—before the Covid lockdown. We awarded college scholarships, we stepped up to help the 4-H programs in both Brown and Nicollet Counties, we’re
purchasing and delivering ag-related books to area
school libraries.
True, we weren’t able to do other things in 2020—
Ag Day parade, Bavarian Blast, pancake breakfasts, brat
stand, Autofest—but we are making plans to get those
things up and running again, as soon as we can.
With that said, it’s time for membership renewal.
Hub Club annual dues are $25.00 per membership (couple, single, or business).
In past years, we made our first push for dues renewal in conjunction with the annual meeting. Since we
didn’t have an in-person meeting, we’re asking our
members to mail their dues with the included form to the
Hub Club mailbox, PO Box 372, New Ulm, MN 56073.
Please fill out all contact information so we can verify
that our records are up to date. Thank you!

Meet Your Hub Club Board Member: Kelsey Brandt
Club Member/Officer: Member about five
years; newly elected director-at-large.
Employer/Job Title: New Ulm Public
Schools, agriculture teacher & FFA advisor
Hometown: Arlington.
Education/Degree: High school at Sibley
East; college at the University of Minnesota Twin
Cities campus.

Most influential people from childhood:
Family members.
Favorite time of year: Fall—back to school
and harvest time!
Favorite Hobbies: Gardening, floral
arrangements, refinishing furniture, cooking with
my sister during fall harvest.
Other organizations involved in: MAAE.

Meet Your Hub Club Membership Director, Garrett Freeman
Family: I am married to my high school
sweetheart, Katie (Hofmeister) Freeman. We
have a 11-year-old Springer Spaniel, Hank.
Club Member/Officer: Member two years;
newly elected membership director.
Employer/Job Title: American Family Insurance-Brian McCabe Agency; agent assistant
at the New Ulm Office)
Hometown: Hanska.
Education/Degree: High school diploma, class of
1999 from New Ulm Senior High School.
Most influential people from childhood: My parents Gary and Linda Freeman. I was very fortunate to

have two amazing parents who supported me in
all I did and raised me with great morals/values.
Favorite time of year: Fall is my favorite
time of year as I am an avid outdoorsman—and
also love sweatshirt weather.
Favorite Hobbies: Hunting, fishing,
singing; spending time with my wife, family and
friends; golf.
Other organizations involved in: Sioux
Trails Ducks Unlimited, Fuller Center for Housing (formerly Habitat for Humanity of Brown County), Special
Olympics.
Motto: Treat others as you want to be treated.

2021 Annual Meeting Minutes
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 25, by Zoom
The annual meeting of the New Ulm Hub Club was held
Monday evening, January 25, 2021 by Zoom.
Members taking part were president Christina Schwab and
Randy, vice president Julie Wilson, treasurer Shannon Hillesheim,
secretary Ruth Klossner, membership director Randy Schroeder and
Carol, public relations director Don Sanderson; directors-at-large
Ken Reckard, Doug Schottle, and Marie Guggisberg; and members
Randy Reinhart, Pete and Linda Neigebauer, Bob Ahlers, Jim and
Konnie Bartels, Jon Reinhart, Scott Waldner, Jenny Eckstein, Kelsey
Brandt, George and Mary Peichel, Diana Schaefer, and Denny and
JoAnne Schmidt. Voting by mail or email ahead of time were John
and Lorna Luepke, Justin Gode, Lois Apitz, and Delbert Fischer, Jr.
The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to order by
President Schwab at 7:02 p.m. She thanked club members for allowing her to be president the past year, though it wasn’t a normal
year for the club. She noted that the club has delayed the Service to
Ag presentation and hopes to do it at a special event this summer.
She also commented that everyone is looking forward to being able
to resume other events. Members are encouraged to send their 2021
dues to the club’s post office box.
Schwab noted that the club’s Year-in-Review slide show, usually shown at the annual meeting and banquet, was completed for
2020 and can be viewed on the club’s web page and on the club’s
Facebook page.
Copies of the 2020 annual meeting minutes had been distributed
by email and/or mail with the notice of the meeting. Schroeder mo-

tioned and Guggisberg seconded approval of the minutes; motion
carried on both voice votes and ballots that were mailed/emailed
ahead of time.
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim reviewed the treasurer’s report
which had also been emailed/mailed ahead of time. Noting that it
was an unusual year, Hillesheim said that the club was fortunate to
be able to hold the 2020 Farm Show as it brought in the majority of
the club’s 2020 income. Overall, income was down about $4,000,
as events after the Farm Show could not be held. Even with the reduced income, the club has a year-end balance of $41,990.18.
Reckard motioned approval of the treasurer’s report with Waldner
seconding; motion carried.
Schwab presented the 2021 slate of officer candidates, as submitted by email/mail. There were no additional nominations. Bartels
motioned approving the officer candidates with Ahlers seconding
the motion. Officers elected by unanimous voice/mail vote were:
Julie Wilson, president; Randy Schroeder, first vice president; Marie
Guggisberg, second vice president; Ruth Klossner, secretary; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Garrett Freeman, membership director;
and Kelsey Brandt, director-at-large. Continuing Directors are Don
Sanderson. public relations; Justin Gode, events; and Doug Schottle
and Christina Schwab, at large.
President Schwab turned the meeting over to new president
Wilson. The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. on a motion by Guggisberg and second by L. Neigebauer.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Year-in-Review slide show posted on web and Facebook
Each year, a “Year-in-Review” slide show is prepared to
be shown in the background at the annual meeting and banquet.
With no meeting this year, we still felt it important to
prepare the show for historical purposes.

The slide show has been posted to the club’s web page
(https://farmcityhubclub.net) and to the club’s Facebook
page (New Ulm Farm City Hub Club).
Check it out, if you’d like to see what we were able to
do in the unusual year of 2020.

Agricultural book presentations
to area schools & libraries
Incoming club president Julie Wilson delivered books around the area; more deliveries will be made soon
The Farm City Hub Club officers started "making the
rounds" to deliver new ag-related books to area school and public libraries. Julie Wilson met with library staffers at NUACS St.
Anthony Elementary and at St. Paul's Lutheran Wednesday,
January 13, then made three stops in Sleepy Eye on Friday, January 22.
Stops will be made at other schools and libraries in the next
few weeks. The club is happy to supply new "farm" books to the
schools...we know the kids love them and can learn from them!

St. Anthony Elementary Catholic School
Amy Gieseke, Elementary librarian

Dyckman Free Public Library, Sleepy Eye
Lisa Steffl, Librarian

St. Paul’s Lutheran of New Ulm
Sarah Spike, Teacher/Librarian

Sleepy Eye Public School
Suzanne Kanzenbach, Library paraprofessional
Book titles include
Full of Beans, Tales of the Dairy Godmother,
Tech on the Farm, Borlaug, and The Dust Bowl

Sleepy Eye St. Mary’s
Jenny Blick, Librarian

