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Upcoming Hub Club Events
No October Meeting—as planned and approved by the board in May 2020

November Meeting—Tues., November 3, location to be determined

Farm Show Committee Meeting—Tuesday, November 17, 11:45 a.m., BankMidwest

A message from our president, Christina Schwab
Recently, the Farm Show committee met to discuss

whether to begin planning next year’s show. It was decided

that plans would move forward—we are all hopeful for a

return to normalcy. Along with planning, a recap of this

year’s show again brought to mind the theme Focus on

Farm Safety in 2020 and how timely that is as harvest gets

underway. 

As I write this column, National Farm Safety week is

just wrapping up. The national campaign of Every Farmer

Counts is to acknowledge and uplift America’s hard-work-

ing farmers and ranchers who continue to do their job to

bring essentials to our homes, despite the challenges

they’ve faced in recent years. 

Only one percent of our population is in ag production,

which can be hard to comprehend since 100 percent of our

Farm City Hub Club members are involved in, have been

involved in, or know someone in ag production. 

In spite of growing technology to make farms safer,

the agriculture sector is still considered the most dangerous

in America according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Farm workers are eight times more likely to die on the job

than workers in other industries. As harvest continues to

be the busiest and most dangerous of seasons for our farm-

ers, remind your loved ones to take precaution and to prac-

tice farm safety in the field, in grain bins, around kids, and

on roadways. 

Wishing all of you a bountiful and safe harvest season! 

Christina

Although there is a lot of uncertainty about successfully hold-

ing events by March 2021, the Hub Club board suggested moving

forward with planning for the 2021 Farm Show.  

The Farm Show committee met Tuesday, September 22, to

review the 2020 Farm Show—with its very successful bin safety

presentation—and lay ground work for the upcoming show. The

committee welcomes suggestions and is always looking for ways

to improve the Farm Show. Please contact Don Sanderson at 507-

217-7226 with your ideas.

After being “the last show in town” in March 2020, the com-

mittee hopes to hold “the first show in town” in March 2021.

Planned dates are March 5-6. 

2021 Farm Show Planning



The theme for National Farm Safety and Health Week

2020—September 20-26—was “Every Farmer Counts.”

The theme acknowledges, celebrates, and uplifts America’s

farmers and ranchers who have encountered many chal-

lenges over the past few years, yet continue to work hard to

provide the food, fiber, and fuel that we need.  

According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture, there are

about 3.4 million agricultural producers in America, which

is only about one percent of our population. These farmers

and ranchers not only provide the essentials that we need,

but they do wonderful things for their families and friends,

their communities, and beyond. That is why “Every Farmer

Counts” and we should prioritize their safety and health all

year long.

It should be National Farm Safety Week every week

Contact information for 2020 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com

1st Vice President Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com

2nd Vice President Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-276-6830; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com

Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net 

Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com

Membership Director Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-233-4797(W); Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

Events Director Justin Gode—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W) or  (507) 276-6597 (Cell); Email: jgode@citizensmn.com

Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com

Director-at-Large Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net

Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co

Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net
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Meeting Minutes
New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club 

Tuesday, September 1, Don Sanderson’s Parking Lot
President Christina Schwab called the September 1 Hub

Club meeting to order at 5:11 p.m.  The meeting was held on

Don Sanderson’s parking lot. Also attending were vice presi-

dents Julie Wilson and Denny Sjogren, treasurer Shannon

Hillesheim, secretary Ruth Klossner, and directors Doug

Schottle, Marie Guggisberg, Justin Gode, and Don Sanderson. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Gug-

gisberg and second by Wilson; motion carried. The minutes of

the July meeting, as published, were approved on a motion by

Hillesheim and second by Guggisberg; motion carried.

Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report that showed a check-

ing balance of $45,911.72. The report was approved on a mo-

tion by Guggisberg and second by Klossner; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Membership. Schroeder reported by email that there are

142 paid memberships at this time.

Public Relations. Sanderson asked whether to start plan-

ning the 2021 Farm Show; board members directed him to start

plans, to be ready if we can hold the show. The committee will

meet. 

Events. Other events are on hold. 

OLD BUSINESS

Social Media Advertising. Sanderson reported that ad con-

tacts are still in a holding pattern.

Ag Books for Libraries. Schwab reported that she and Wil-

son are working on picking books.

Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show. The club donated

to the show and members helped.

County 4-H Livestock Showcases. Klossner reported that

about two dozen members volunteered to help the 4-H pro-

grams put on the shows which went well. The club donated to

both counties—that support was appreciated.

NEW BUSINESS

Annual Meeting Considerations. Possible locations were

discussed—possibly St. George Hall with Hahn’s catering or

the Best Western if the St. George Hall is not available. The

date was set for Monday, January 25. 

Brown County Soil & Water Conservation District. Gug-

gisberg reported that the event is not being held this year so no

donation needs to be considered.

Scholarship Recipient. It was reported that one scholarship

recipient has opted not to attend vo tech at this time, but may

in the future.

The meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m. on a motion by Kloss-

ner and second by Guggisberg.

The next meeting is Tuesday, November 3. 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary



2018 Hub Club scholarship 
applications due March 15

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with

a total cap of $5,100— to students who are currently seniors

at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub

Club member (attending any school), and planning to study

ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary

level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA. 

Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at

Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from sec-

retary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Applica-

tions are due March 15.

Thank you notes received...
From Nicollet County 4-H Program Coordinator Dianna

Kennedy:

Please pass along our gratitude to all the Hub Club members

who helped make the Nicollet County livestock showcases a

huge success. We've had nothing but positive feedback and it re-

ally buoyed those kids to get to show their animals and see each

other--even from a distance!

Three notes from the Schroeder kids—Alex (age 11), Aiden (age

7), and April (age 5):

We would like to thank you for sponsoring the Southern

Minnesota Youth Dairy Show in New Ulm this summer.

It is our favorite dairy show of the sumer. We have a good

time with our friends, our family, and our dairy animals.

Thank you for sponsoring the SMYDS so we could show

our animals this summer! (from all three)

Thank you for sponsoring the reserve junior champion

showman award at the Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show.

My calf’s name is Kjerstin. Thank you. (this from Aiden)

Thank you for sponsoring the Brown County Fair 4-H live-

stock showcase. We showed in the dairy and beef shows. (from

Alex and Aiden)

Enjoying the 
sunshine at the 

September 
Hub Club 

Board Meeting

The Hub Club board enjoyed the weather—but not the traffic

noise—when it met in the parking lot at Don Sanderson’s State

Farm Insurance office September 1. Two previous meetings had

been scheduled for the parking lot but rain and excessive heat

changed those plans. The next board meeting won’t be until No-

vember, since the board voted in May not to hold meetings in

March, April, August, and October—unless needed to handle ur-

gent business. 


