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Hub Club’s Annual Banquet—Monday, January 27

The Hub Club’s annual banquet will be held Monday, Jan-

uary 27 at the Community Center on German Street in New

Ulm. Hahn’s Dining of Winthrop will cater, as it did last year.

Complete details—and a request for RSVPs—will be in the

January newsletter. Tickets will be available from Membership

Chairman Randy Schroeder at Frandsen Bank. Cost is $20.

The evening will include the annual meeting, recognition

of Arline Klingler as the new Service to Ag winners, and time

to visit with friends.  Please mark the date on your 2020 cal-

endar! 

Upcoming Events
• January Board Meeting—Tuesday, January 7, 5:15

pm., UMMC

• Banquet, Annual Meeting & Service to Ag Pres-

entation—Monday, January 27, 6:30 p.m. so-

cial, 7:00 p.m. dinner, New Ulm Community

Center

• Farm Show Committee Meeting—Wednesday,

January 29, noon, Bank Midwest, Center &

Broadway

• February Board Meeting—Tuesday, Feb. 5, 5:15

p.m., UMMC (tentative; may be eliminated)

2020 Proposed Officer Slate
During the Hub Club’s annual business meeting January 27, the

2020 slate of officers will be presented for election. Proposed officers

are Christina Schwab of rural Gibbon, president; Julie Wilson of rural

New Ulm, first vice president; Ruth Klossner of Lafayette, secretary;

Shannon Hillesheim of New Ulm, treasurer; Doug Schottle, director

for a three-year term; and Ken Reckard of New Ulm, director for a

one-year term. Also, the positions of second vice president and events

director on the board still need to be filled. Nominations for all posi-

tions will be accepted at the annual meeting.

Continuing directors are Randy Schroeder of Morgan, member-

ship director; Don Sanderson, public relations director; and Marie

Guggisberg, director-at-large. Beth Fluegge is completing her service

to the board as a director the past year and president before that. Thank

you, Beth!

Hub Club Annual Meeting and Banquet Monday, January 27 
Hub Club members are encouraged to join their friends as

the club reviews the past year, salutes Service to Ag recipient

Arline Klingler, and looks ahead at the annual meeting and

banquet, Monday, January 27 at the Community Center in New

Ulm 600 N. German.  Social hour is at 6:30 p.m., the meal at

7:00 p.m., and the annual meeting and roast to follow. Cost of

the meal is $20.00 per person.  

Annual dues of $25.00 are also typically collected at or

before the annual meeting. Members are encouraged to mail

their payment for the meal(s), as well as dues, prior to the

meeting. This will help reduce the bottleneck at the registra-

tion table. 

Your banquet invitation is on the back page of this
newsletter. Please respond by FRIDAY, JANUARY 17.

A message from our president, Ken Reckard
A quick look at the calendar will tell you that a new

year is just around the corner. 

When we look back over the past 12 months, our

club has accomplished much. From our enhanced web-

site, to the activities we participated in, to our new

members, we really had a great year. Our mission as a

club is to promote agriculture and foster relationships

between rural and urban folks in and around our area.

We continue to do just that! 

With the new year also brings a new officer team

so this will be my last column as your president. 

Christina Schwab will be installed as the club’s new

president during the annual banquet January 27. I want

to thank every one of you for your passion and dedica-

tion to the success of our club. It is because of you that

my year was made easier and a success. Thank you

from the bottom of my heart.

Ken

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—

with a total value of about $5,000—to current seniors at

NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub

Club member (attending any school)—and planning to

study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-sec-

ondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA. 

Applications are available from school counselors or

can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank

(dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hubclub@newulm

tel.net. Application deadline is March 15.

Applications available for  Hub Club scholarships



Contact information for 2019 Hub Club Officers & Directors

President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net or ken.reckard@bayer.com

1st Vice President Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com

2nd Vice President Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com

Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net 

Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com

Membership Director Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-233-4797; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

Events Director Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com

Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com

Director-at-Large Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net

Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co

Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

Hub Club board member retires
Longtime Hub Club board member and “pancake master” Kevin Yager is retiring from Citizens Bank in Lafayette at the end of the
month—as well as from the Hub Club board. A retirement party at the bank provided the opportunity for Hub Club members to join
many others for a little fun. Randy Schroeder made the presentation when the Hub Club board gave Kevin something to enjoy. Many
other club members were there, too, to share in the fun. Best wishes for your retirement, Kevin. We're going to miss you on the board!



Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019; UMMC

President Ken Reckard called the December Hub Club

meeting to order at 5:18 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3. Also

in attendance were vice president Julie Wilson, treasurer

Shannon Hillesheim, secretary Ruth Klossner; directors

Randy Schroeder, Marie Guggisberg, Doug Schottle, and

Don Sanderson; and guests Brian Fischer and Duane Laf-

frenzen. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by

Schroeder and second by Hillesheim; motion carried. The

minutes of the November meeting, as published and sum-

marized, were approved on a motion by Hillesheim and sec-

ond by Schroeder; motion carried. Hillesheim presented the

treasurer’s report that showed a checking balance of

$47,539.70. The report was approved, subject to audit, on a

motion by Sanderson and second by Schroeder; motion car-

ried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Membership. Schroeder reported 148 paid memberships.

Public Relations. Sanderson reported that the next Farm

Show planning meeting is December 12. The theme will be

Farm Safety 2020, with seminars and booths emphasizing

that. A grain bin extraction demonstration is being consid-

ered, along with other safety ideas. Booth sponsors are being

sought for the fire department and FFA booths.

Events. Yager reported by email that the Farm-City Day

breakfast went well, with Reckard doing a nice job with the

farm safety display.

OLD BUSINESS

Social Media Advertising.  Fischer reported that he feels

that the club needs to find someone to solicit advertising for

the web page. The matter was discussed, with the board lean-

ing toward finding a paid person for the job.

NEW BUSINESS

Officer Slate. Yager sent word that he is recruiting

someone to take over his events director position on the

board. Ideas were discussed for the second vice president

position.

Meeting Frequency. Klossner suggested that perhaps the

February, April, and October meetings could be eliminated,

along with August. A decision on the matter was tabled.

Scholarship Request from NUHS. Laffrenzen reported

that the school had approached him about turning the schol-

arship money over to the school in May, so it can administer

its distribution. While that could simplify things for the treas-

urer, board members were concerned about the loss of iden-

tity, as far as the student remembering where the scholarship

came from, as well as student responsibility. Since not all

club scholarships go to NUHS students, the club would still

distribute the others as usual. The matter was tabled.

Chamber Window. Schottle reported that the Chamber

had contacted him about the club having the window in Feb-

ruary, as usual. He will talk to Michele Schroeder who has

handled it in the past. 

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Sanderson and

second by Wilson at 6:52 p.m.

The next meeting is Tuesday, January 7 at Upper Mid-

west Management.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

The 2020 Farm Show will be one week earlier than usual this year—March

6-7.  The theme is set—Focus on Safety 2020, seminars planned, advertising

ready, food stand organized, and now we just need vendors to reserve booths

and the public to attend.  If you have helped in one way or another in past

years, we still need your help.  If you have not, please come Thursday to set

up or Friday and Saturday to help with the food stand  or man the Farm Show

office booth.  Help is always needed and appreciated.  Stay tuned for future

announcements. Pictured—Michele, Del, Jason and April, Jenny, Brian, Bob,

Sharlene, and Don. Not pictured—John and Ruth.

Farm Show Committee at work—
planning 2020 show



Dear Farm-City Hub Club Members,

Please join us for the Hub Club’s Annual Meeting and Banquet at the Community Center in New
Ulm (600 N. German)—Monday, January 27. Social hour is at 6:30 p.m,, with a three-meat buffet din-

ner at 7:00 p.m. Cost of the meal is $20.00 per person. Non-members and friends are also invited to at-

tend and require reservations.

Our new Service to Agriculture recipient, Arline Klingler, will be honored after the dinner. 

Door prizes will be awarded. If you have a door prize to donate, please contact Delbert Fischer, Jr.,

(507-359-9493) prior to the meeting.

Hub Club annual dues of $25.00 per membership (couple, single, or business) are also due at this time. We

ask that you RSVP in writing by Friday, January 17, and include your payment for meals and dues. This

will speed things up at the registration table the evening of the banquet. We will have an “express line” for

members who have already paid for their meals and dues. Please remember, if you tell us that you will at-

tend, we include you in the count, and the Hub Club is charged for your meal, whether you come or not.

There’s a special bonus for those who pay dues early! We’ll have a drawing at the annual meeting for

all who pay dues by January 17. The winner will get a refund of their membership dues for the year. 

You can mail your RSVP and check (payable to Farm City Hub Club) to:

Randy Schroeder, 33763 327th Ave., Morgan, MN  56266

Or you may drop it off to Randy’s attention at the downtown location of Frandsen Bank & Trust in

New Ulm.

Name Address

Phone Number Email

# of banquet tickets at $20.00   =    $

Dues ($25.00 per membership)      $

Total enclosed $

Send to Randy Schroeder, 33763 327th Ave., Morgan, MN  56266 by FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
or drop off to Randy’s attention at the downtown location of Frandsen Bank & Trust, New Ulm

Cut here


