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Sletta receives
national award

Upcoming Hub Club Events
• No August meeting—we’re all recovering from a busy month!

• Wed.-Sun., Aug. 7-11—Brown & Nicollet County Fairs

• Thurs., Aug. 22-Mon., Sept. 2—MN State Fair

• Tues., Sept. 3—Hub Club Meeting, 5:15 p.m., UMMC

• Mon. Sept. 23—Hub Club Fall Social/45th Anniversary Celebration, St. George

Parish Center (details/invitation in September newsletter) 

Autofest
Sunday,
June 30

The Hub Club took on

a new venture—serv-

ing food at this year’s

New Ulm Autofest at

the Brown County

Fairgrounds in New

Ulm.  The menu was

simple—pulled pork

sandwiches, chips, a

cookie, and a bever-

age. Ken Reckard

headed the project with

a good group of volun-

teers.

No Hub Club 
meeting this month;

next meeting 
is Tuesday, Sept. 3

Busiest month in club history??
With FOUR major events in just 26 days, this might have

been the busiest month in Hub Club history! 
The weather didn’t cooperate for everything, but the events

were successful. Read all about them in this newsletter

Hub Club member Beth Sletta,
STEM teacher at Jefferson Elemen-
tary in New Ulm,  received the pres-
tigious Excellence in Teaching About
Agriculture Award at the National
Agriculture in the Classroom Organ-
ization Conference in June. Read
about Beth’s work in the September
issue of River Valley Woman.

Mark the date 
on your calendar...
Plans are in the works for 

a gala Fall Social/Hub

Club 45th Anniversary 

Celebration! Monday, 

September 23 at the St.

George Parish Center.

Social, dinner, old time   

music and a short program.

Full details next month



Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 2, 2019; UMMC

Vice President Christina Schwab called the July 2 Hub Club

meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. Also in attendance were vice president

Julie Wilson, acting treasurer Doug Schottle, secretary Ruth Klossner;

directors Don Sanderson, Randy Schroeder, and Marie Guggisberg;

and guests Brian Fischer and Ann Vote.

The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. The minutes

of the June meeting, as published and summarized, were approved on

a motion by Schroeder and second by Sanderson; motion carried.

Schottle presented the treasurer’s report that showed a checking bal-

ance of $43,497.94. The report was approved, subject to audit, on a

motion by Klossner and second by Wilson; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Membership. Schroeder reported 145 paid memberships, with

Megan Struss the most recent new member.

Public Relations & Events. No reports.

OLD BUSINESS

Brat Stand.  Sjogren reported by email that the club “hit it out of

the park” with income of $484, plus $142 in tips for a total of $626. 

Social Media Website Advertising. Sanderson, Fischer, and treas-

urer Shannon Hillesheim are working with the web page designer on

several types of sponsorship, featuring sponsors, and setting up PayPal

payments. A pamphlet will be developed to explain sponsorships.

Members are encouraged to check out the new web site.

Donation to MN Ag in the Classroom. After reviewing cost in-

formation from Ann Vote for various programs, Wilson motioned and

Guggisberg seconded donating $1,000 for classroom expenses and

$1,000 toward the teacher tour for the next school year; motion car-

ried. Vote arrived later in the meeting and was excited about the club’s

sponsorship when informed of the amount.

Autofest. In a written report President Ken Reckard reported that

the club served 216 pulled pork meals, with an estimated revenue of

$400. 

Insurance Follow-up. Reckard reported that the general liability

policy is up to date, with $1 million for each event and $2 million an-

nual aggregate. A directors and officers endorsement was put in effect

July 1, 2019. The club needs to inventory its equipment that is in stor-

age, including photographing it. An endorsement will be put on the

tractor drivers at Family Night on the Dairy Farm.

NEW BUSINESS

Bavarian Blast Update. Beth Fluegge sent word that plans are

moving along but more volunteers are needed.

Community Bankers Event July 11. One more volunteer was still

needed for the 5:30 p.m. meal.

Family Night on the Dairy Farm. Klossner reported that addi-

tional volunteers were still needed, but that plans were shaping up.

Goodie bags will be filled after the meeting.

Annual Meeting Venue. Board members were pleased with the

2019 location and caterer. Guggisberg motioned and Klossner sec-

onded holding the event at the New Ulm Community Center, with

Hahn’s of Winthrop catering; motion carried. Date was set as Monday,

January 27.

Club’s 45th Anniversary. Sanderson motioned and Guggisberg

seconded that Wilson chair the committee for the anniversary, with

the ability to appoint other committee members; motion carried. A

possible date could be in September.

Cash Wise Charge Card. The club could get a charge card to use

at any register at the store but board members opted not to get one,

but to go to Customer Service for any charges needed.

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Guggisberg and second

by Schroeder at 6:34 p.m.

The next meeting is Tuesday, September 3 at Upper Midwest

Management. (No August meeting)

Board members who were available adjourned to Don Sander-

son’s office to fill goodie bags for Family Night. 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Contact information for 2019 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net or ken.reckard@bayer.com

1st Vice President Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com

2nd Vice President Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com

Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net 

Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com

Membership Director Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-233-4797; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

Events Director Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com

Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com

Director-at-Large Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net

Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co

Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

Thank You notes received...
Farm-City Hub Club,

Thank you very much for awarding the New Ulm Farm

City Hub Club scholarship to me. It will be very helpful to

me in college. I appreciate your generosity very much.

Brady Ahlness

Dear Farm City Hub Club,

Thank you for your donation to Nicollet County 4-H. We

greatly appreciate your support to provide our 4-H members

with leadership opportunities. Your support will allow more

of our members to take part in camps and conferences that

are held throughout the year. Thank you again for providing

opportunities for our youth to learn and grow.

Sincerely, Nicollet County 4-H



I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. You know

it comes too slow and then passes way too quickly. Before

long county fairs, football/volleyball and school, etc. will

be upon us. Enjoy the rest of the summer as best you can. 

Your club has had several successful events this sum-

mer and the highlights can be found in this newsletter.

These events would not be as successful without the help

of our volunteers who plan, organize, set-up/take down,

and everything in between. Thank-you to everyone who

had a hand in any one of our events. It is always greatly

appreciated.

After the Family Night on The Dairy Farm, there will

not be any scheduled events for our club until the Septem-

ber board meeting, Tuesday, September 3. 

County fairs—both Nicollet and Brown—are looking

for volunteers and, as a club, we decided that we would

encourage those who want to volunteer to do so, but the

club would not have a scheduled activity. If you are inter-

ested in volunteering though, contact myself or Ruth and

we can put you in touch with those looking for help.

At our next board meeting, we will finish details on

our Fall Social, where we will celebrate our club’s 45th

anniversary. We’re looking forward to that celebration! 

Also on the agenda will be reports from our summer

events and several events scheduled for the fall. Everyone

is welcome to attend our board meetings which are held at

the Upper Midwest Management office on the first Tues-

day of the month (except for August when we take a

break!).

Ken

A message from our president, Ken Reckard

Gett in’Gett in’
ReadyReady
for thefor the
BlastBlast

Wednesday and Thurs-
day were set-up days at
the Bavarian Blast food
stand. Again, volunteers
gave a hand to get the
work done. A bit of an
electrical problem slowed
things Wednesday—but
the problem was fixed.

About three
dozen club

members turned
out to peel pota-
toes for Bavar-

ian Blast
Tuesday, July
16. They made
quick work of
the 400 pounds
of spuds that
Alma and her

crew had
cooked up.



Bavarian BlastBavarian Blast
20192019

Thursday-Sunday, Thursday-Sunday, 
July 18-21July 18-21

From peeling potatoes and making potato salad at
St. George Tuesday evening through building a full-
service kitchen in an empty tent Wednesday and
Thursday, Hub Club members worked hard to  get
ready for the opening of their food stand at Bavar-
ian Blast. And then our members turned out to fill
the work shifts Thursday through Sunday, in co-
operation with the Nicollet County Pork Producers.
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way!

Yummy! The club’s German food was a hit
with those attending Bavarian Blast!

Co-chairs Beth & Kevin Fluegge



THANK YOU to all the club members who helped

with Family Night on the Dairy Farm! 

Also, a HUGE thank you to the committee members

who organized the event—Ken Reckard, Mary Struss,

Megan Struss, Ann Vote, Ken Rossow, Steve Hoffman,

Ruth Klossner, and Michele Schroeder.  

Finally, Family Night on the Dairy Farm would not

be possible without the work and hospitality of the Steve

and Kerry Hoffman Family. 

Words cannot express the committee's sincere grati-

tude for ALL the efforts of the club members, the com-

mittee members, and the Hoffman Family!  

Even though the weather conditions were not ideal for

our event, it was still a successful one!  We hope to host

the event again in 2021!

The Committee

Thank you to everyone who volunteered for Bavarian Blast. We really

could not have done it without your help. The week went really fast and

things went smoothly. The sauerkraut, potato salad, pulled pork, and brats

are truly a labor of love and many hands made the work light. 

Thanks to those who did help with prep work at St. George—you are

all amazing!  We also want to extend a huge thank you to those who volun-

teered time at the Blast. 

I hope everyone had a fantastic time at Bavarian Blast. We really enjoy

what we do and could not be successful without our Hub Club family. 

Beth, Kevin, Alma & Jim

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!

Packing Family Night
Goodie Bags

From the Family Night on the Dairy Farm Committee—

From the Bavarian Blast Committee—

And when the work is done....

The Family Night on the Dairy Farm committee
asked for assistance from the Hub Club Board to
pack 400 “goodie” bags to give out at the event.
The volunteers met Tuesday, July 2—after the
board meeting—at Don Sanderson’s office to do
the packing. The bags included literature and
items from various commodity groups. 

Even with the rain, the FFA car parkers were able to count 383 people arriving at Family Night. Add in the 50-60 
volunteers and exhibitors who came early and we easily had 425 to 450 in attendance. Not bad with the weather!!!



Family Night... 
on the Dairy Farm

Thursday, July 25
Steve & Kerry Hoffman Farm

First came the rain, then
came the rainbow. And all
the while, people kept com-
ing to Family Night on the
Dairy Farm July 25. Thanks
to EVERYONE who came,
who volunteered, and who
helped in any way! Princess
Kay was there, along with
the Simmental Queen. The
Redwood Area Cattlemen
grilled throughout the rain!

The line for wagon rides was never-ending!



Hub Club serves 
Ag Lenders’ Meal

The Hub Club teamed up with Rick Altmann to
grill and serve a delicious pork chop meal for those
attending the Ag Lending Conference in New Ulm.
The meal was served Thursday, July 11 at the new
Starkeller Brewery. Kevin Yager headed the event
with volunteers Randy Reinhart, Kevin Yager,
Duane Laffrenzen, Myrt Gieseke, Chris Goplin,
and Cheri Yager.

Thank good-
ness for the
tent at Fam-
ily Night—
volunteers
and guests
gathered

there during
the rain that

fell at the
start of the

event 

More Family Night on the Dairy Farm photos


