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The 2018 Farm Show is near and the Farm Show committee
is working hard to plan and organize another successful event. 

We look forward to seeing you before, during, or after the
Farm Show—and we’d appreciate your help.

As always, we need help at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 8,
to set-up curtains for the booths. We will also have our monthly
meeting that evening—while enjoying pizza.  

A few more volunteers are needed for the food stand and/or
Farm Show office (Friday-
Saturday, March 9-10). If
you can help, please contact
Michele Schroeder at 507-
276-4810.  

And, finally, we need
help for takedown at 5:00
p.m. Saturday. Many hands
make quick work of clean
up! (No sign-up needed, just
come.)

• • •
A few vendor booths are

still available. Anyone wish-
ing to take part should con-
tact Jenny Eckstein at the
Chamber—507-233-4300.

Farm Show and Kids’

Time with Princess Kay posters and a seminar list (pages 6-8)
are included in this newsletter. If you can, please post for people
to see.

Notes for Farm Show workers
1. PLEASE WEAR YOUR HUB CLUB SHIRT! 
2. For those working in the office, there will be a brief info

sheet at the table with things you may need to know.
3. The work schedule is on page 5
4. For those bringing bars—check things to know on page 5

Thanks to Jenny Eckstein for lining up all the booths, show
chair Don Sanderson, food stand chairs Del Fischer, Jr., and
Mary Struss, and hospitality room coordinators Bob and Shar-
lene Ahlers and John and Leanna Fluegge. 

Hub Club Farm Show is less than two weeks away!

Upcoming Events
Farm Show Set-up—Thursday March 8, 5:30 p.m. (all volunteers welcome!)
March Meeting—Thursday, March 8,  about 7:00  p.m., Civic Center (after Farm

Show set-up)  NOTE CHANGE FROM USUAL TIME/PLACE
Hub Club Farm Show—Friday & Saturday, March 9-10, Civic Center, Brown

County Fairgrounds, New Ulm; teardown 5:00 p.m. Sat., volunteers welcome!
Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 20, 10:30 a.m., Glockenspiel (line up at 10:00

a.m.) Note time change from previous years
April Meeting—Tuesday, April 3, 5:15 p.m, UMMC

Dues due now
If you missed the banquet and

have not yet paid your 
2018 Hub Club dues, 

they are $25 for the year, 
payable to New Ulm 

Farm-City Hub Club.

Dues can be mailed to:
Randy Schroeder
33763 327th Ave.

Morgan, MN 56266

Or they may be dropped off 
at the downtown location of 

Frandsen Bank & Trust, 
New Ulm, 

to Randy's attention.

Ag Day Parade Tuesday, March 20
Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s almost time for the an-

nual Ag Day Parade—Tuesday, March 20, at 10:30 a.m. (Note new time) Line up at
10:00 a.m. at the Glockenspiel. Have a tractor, company car or ???? Bring it and drive
in the parade. If you have questions, contact parade organizer Joe Maidl.

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as it moves down Min-
nesota Street. KNUJ will broadcast live.

Chamber 

window display 



Meeting Minutes 
February 6, 2017; UMMC

The February 6, 2018 Hub Club board meeting was called to
order by president Beth Fluegge at 5:17 p.m. Also in attendance were
vice president Ken Reckard, treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, secretary
Ruth Klossner, and directors Doug Schottle, Randy Schroeder, Marie
Guggisberg, Don Sanderson, and Brian Fischer. 

The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. The minutes
of the January meeting and the 2018 annual meeting, as published and
summarized, were approved on a motion by Schroeder and second by
Sanderson; motion carried. The treasurer’s report, presented by
Hillesheim, showed a checking balance of $34,659.93. Fischer moved
and Guggisberg seconded approval; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported that some members have not

yet renewed their membership and asked for help from the board in
contacting those that they know.

Public Relations. Defer to later in the meeting.
Events. Defer to later.  

OLD BUSINESS
Annual Meeting Recap. The meeting flowed well, the location

was good, the food was excellent, and everyone seemed happy with
the evening. A suggestion was made to close the bar at the start of the
meeting.

Clothing Update. Fluegge reported that she received a dozen or-
ders but that some items are still backordered.

Thrivent Event. Reckard reported that participants assembled care
packages and that non-profits, including the Hub Club, had tables to
tell about their organizations.

Farm Show Update. Plans are coming along nicely with 94 of
124 booths filled at the time of the meeting; Sanderson will continue

to contact prospective exhibitors. 

NEW BUSINESS
Book Donations to Libraries. Guggisberg motioned and Reckard

seconded that the club spend approximately $600 to purchase agri-
cultural books for kids for the area school and community libraries;
motion carried.

FFA Week Pancake Breakfast. Kevin Yager reported by email
that he needed two more volunteers to grill pancakes at the February
21 breakfast; several board members volunteered.

FFA and 4-H Donations. Tabled to a future meeting.   
Ag Day Parade. Joe Maidl has made arrangements for a parade

permit and will contact the police department for an escort for the
Tuesday, March 20 event. New start time for the parade is 10:30 a.m.

Cash Wise Brat Stand. Sjogren submitted an application to work
the brat stand with a first choice of dates being Friday and Saturday,
June 22-23 and second choice June 8-9.

KNUJ Advertising. Fischer motioned and Hillesheim seconded
approval of a $73 ad package for the FFA Breakfast and $122.40 for
FFA Week; motion carried. Klossner will book advertising for the
Farm Show, keeping it similar to last year.

REMINDERS
Next Meeting. The next Hub Club meeting will be Thursday,

March 8 at the Civic Center, following Farm Show set-up. Pizza will
be served for all volunteers who help with set up.

The meeting adjourned at 6:23 p.m. on a motion by Reckard and
second by Hillesheim. 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Contact information for 2017 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net
2nd Vice President Kristina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net 
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Membership Director Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Events Director Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Director-at-Large Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

Hub Club scholarship applications due March 15
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total cap of $5,100— to students who are currently

seniors at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member (attending any school), and planning
to study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA. 

Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from
secretary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Applications are due March 15.



Welcome new members!
Seven new members have joined the Hub Club since the

first of the year. They are JoAnn Gieseke, Jill Manthei, Jim
& Laura Sallstrom, Andy Schmiesing, Bruce & Tina Sev-
erin, Adam Nelson and Lenny Klossner. 

Welcome to the Hub Club!

Hub Club Shirts
If you’re a new (or continuing) Hub Club member and

haven’t yet gotten a free purple Hub Club shirt, please stop
by Frandsen Bank in New Ulm and ask to see Randy
Schroeder. Randy has shirts available in a variety of sizes.

A message from our president, Beth Fluegge
Welcome to another edition of the Hub Club

Newsletter. This month I want to introduce a new section
in our newsletter. It’s called “Getting to Know your Hub
Club Board Members.” 

We feel it will benefit our membership if they know
more about FCHC’s board, especially for networking,
volunteer opportunities and, especially, friendships. So
here goes—

SPOTLIGHT ON YOUR PRESIDENT
Name and Family: Elizabeth “Beth” Fluegge, married

to Kevin Fluegge. Children: Trent (16), Cole (15),
Anesa (14), Kaleb (12) and Emmalie (6)—plus
countless animals including and not limited to pigs,
sheep and lambs, chickens (layers and broilers),
ducks, geese, cats, and a dog.

How long Hub Club Member: Since 2011
Offices Held (past and present): Current president;

past president, 1st VP & 2nd VP; Bavarian Blast
Committee co-chair.

Job Title: Assistant Cook at MVL;
full-time wife and mom ☺

Hometown: Clements, MN; graduate
of Wabasso High School.

College and Degree: University of
Minnesota/Southwest Minnesota
State, BS in crops & soils re-
sources management (agronomy
major & soils minor).

Most Influential person from childhood: My father.
Favorite time of year: Spring planting, summer festi-

vals & county fairs, fall harvest, winter holidays.
Favorite Hobbies: Gardening, fishing (summer & ice),

watching my kids’ activities.
Other organizations involved in: Nicollet Co. 4-H,

Nicollet Co. Extension Board, New Ulm Community
Market & Cooperative, Nicollet Co. Pork Producers,
MOPSNext, St. Paul’s MUMS, Nicollet Co. Trails
Association.

2018 Hub Club scholarship 
applications due March 15

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with
a total cap of $5,100— to students who are currently seniors
at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub
Club member (attending any school), and planning to study
ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary
level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA. 

Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at
Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from sec-
retary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Applica-
tions are due March 15.

Thank you from Michele...
Dear Hub Club Members,

A belated thank you to the Hub Club for a very memo-
rable evening on January 29 as the recipient of this year’s
Service to Agriculture Award. I would like to thank those
that participated in the roast including co-workers Mary Pip-
ping and Dennis Schmidt, childhood friend and my maid of
honor Mary Kay Mages, and my husband of 13 years, Jason.

It was wonderful to see so many club members, family,
and friends attend the banquet. Thank you to all those who
organized the evening. 

The Hub Club has been an important part of my life
since I have moved to New Ulm. Upon noticing the sign in
the old Potter’s lot while searching for a new apartment with
Mary Kay, I decided I would join the Hub Club. And, I am
glad I did! I have always felt welcome and enjoyed being
involved in club activities. Being a member of the Hub Club
assured me that New Ulm was where I wanted to stay for
the rest of my life.

I am so thankful my parents instilled in me a hard work
ethic, civic engagement, and a love for agriculture—plus, a
little German heritage! These values are the common threads
among all our members making our club so unique and so
enjoyable!

Thank you again!
Sincerely, Michele Schroeder

Thrivent non-profit event wrap-up
Several members of the Hub Club enjoyed assembling

Valentines’ Day care packages for individuals and groups at a
Thrivent Financial-sponsored event January 24 at New Ulm
Public High School. Coloring books, markers, lotions, and other
fun items were placed in individual gift bags. Personalized notes
to bring smiles to the recipients’ faces were added. These gift
bags were later distributed to various retirement homes, the hos-
pital, and others places around our community.

In between assembling the gift bags, participants enjoyed
mingling with the other 15 non-profit organizations also in at-
tendance. This “information fair” was organized to showcase
non-profit organizations like the Hub Club in what we do. Sev-
eral potential members visited the Hub Club booth and discussed
becoming members! Thanks to Donna Fischer, Marie Guggis-
berg, Bob and Sharlene Ahlers, Ruth Klossner, and Pat and Ken
Reckard for participation. As a wrap-up, Ken Reckard visited
with Thrivent and learned that over 200 gift bags were assembled
and distributed to individuals and that the event was a success.  

The Hub Club will man the Cash Wise Brat Stand Fri.-Sat., June 22-23
Watch for more details in future newsletters



Hub Club & FFA serve breakfast

the hungry crowd. Pancake flippers were Delmar
Ranweiler, Delbert Fischer, Jr., and Don Sander-
son—with Ken Reckard mixing batter, filling apple-
sauce cups, etc. FFA members and advisors served
beverages and sausages—and took over the grills for
part of the time. Everyone enjoyed a great breakfast.

The lines were long and they just kept coming when the Hub Club and FFA
members served the annual Farm-City Hub Club/FFA Week Breakfast
Wednesday, February 21. Members of the groups worked side-by-side to serve

Daylight Savings
Tim  e starts 
March 11!

Turn your clocks AHEAD one hour 
or you’ll be late for church 



Farm Show OFFICE Work Schedule
Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc.

Friday, March 9
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 1. Jenny Eckstein 2. Kerry Hoffman Overhead Door __________
11 a.m to 2 p.m. 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Joe Maidl  Bouncer ____________
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Delmar Ranweiler 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 1. Ruth Klossner  2. _____________  

Saturday, March 10
9 a.m to 12 p.m. 1. Ruth Klossner  2. _____________ Bouncer ____________  
12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 1. Ruth Klossner  2. _____________ 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Carol Schroeder  

Farm Show Food Stand Work Schedule
Set-up, get food cooking, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.

Friday, March 9
10 a.m to 1 p.m. 1. Marlene Ranweiler 2. Adelle Fischer  
1 p.m.  to 4 p.m. 1. JoAnn Schmidt 2. Steve Hoffman   3. Kerry Hoffman
4 p.m to 7 p.m. 1. Julie Wilson 2. Marv Sluiter  3. Donna Sluiter
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 1. Mark Peterson 2. Tony Guggisberg  

Saturday, March 10
9 a.m to 12 p.m. 1. Myrtle Gieseke 2. Phyllis Aschenbrenner  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 1. Doug Schottle 2. Terry Schottle 3. Heidi Hagstrom
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 1. Randy Schroeder 2. Carl Oswald 3. Michelle Oswald 
4 p.m to 6 p.m. 1. Adelle Fischer  2. ______________  

Pan of Bars for Food Stand
9x13 pan (cut in 9 pieces) or jellyroll pan (cut into 12 bars)

No soft or gooey frosted bars, please. Must crumble (no refrigeration)
Bring cut and individually wrapped in Saran Wrap or Ziploc bags

1. & 2. Beth Fluegge; 3. JoAnn Schmidt; 4. Yvonne Lager; 5. Joyce Halverson; 6. Lorraine Olson; 7.
Phyllis Aschenbrenner; 8. Joe Maidl; 9. Barb Baumann; 10. Kevin & Cheri Yager; 11. Sue Brandes; 12.
Kelsey Brandt; 13. Dianna Sjogren; 14. Mary Kay Mages; 15. Marie Guggisberg; 16. Toni Laffrenzen;
17. Linda Wellmann; 18. LeAnna Fluegge; 19. &  20. Donna Luepke; 21. Marlene Ranweiler; 22. Del-
mar Ranweiler; 23. Sharlene Ahlers; 24. & 25. Myrtle Gieseke; 26. Randy & Carol Schroeder; 27. Betsy
Peiser; 28. Michelle Oswald; 30. Heidi Hagstrom. 31. Diana Schaefer         
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Story time with 
Princess Kay! 

Hosted by the Farm-City Hub Club Farm Show Committee 

A FREE gift for all the kids! 

Join Princess Kay of 

the Milky Way 

for story time! 
 

Saturday, March 10 
 

10:00 - 10:30 AM 
 

New Ulm Civic Center 

2nd Floor Classroom 

Brown County Fairgrounds 

Emily Annexstad of St. Peter 
��

�������������������		����� 

ambassador for the dairy industry. 
 

Emily will read books about dairy farms.  
She will share how farmers care for their 

cows and talk about wholesome dairy 
products like milk, cheese, and yogurt. 

 
This event is part of the Farm Show. 



2018 Farm Show Seminars 
New Ulm Civic Center, Brown County Fairground ñ 2nd Level Classroom 

 
Informing & Empowering YOU in 2018! 

 

Friday, March 9th  1:30 PM  The Agriculture-Aquifer Connection 
      Presented by Tim Gieseke, DNR 

In our Land of 10,000 Aquifers, not all aquifers are created equal.  Learn about 
the role Minnesotaís aquifers have in supporting agriculture, the ìcommon 
senseî of groundwater, & the limits of the vital groundwater resources.  

  
    3:00 PM United Insight ñ Turning Data into Decisions 
      Presented by UFC 

United Insight is UFCís in-house precision ag platform.  It is positioned to help our 
customers make and validate profitable decisions on their farm. 

 
    5:00 PM  The Railroad: What You Should Know! 

Presented by Steven Scurek, Railroad Special Agent, 
Canadian Pacific Railroad Police Service & 
Tom Domres, Regional Crossing & Trespassing Manager, 
Federal Railroad Administration 
The railroad is privately owned property.  Walking, taking photos, & other things 
on the railroad tracks are unsafe, and itís trespassing!  Come & hear what you 
need to know about a railroad track in your neighborhood. 

 
    6: 30 PM Keeping the Farm in the Family & Other Estate Planning Considerations 

Presented by Shari Fischer Law 
A proper estate plan is essential when you own farmland.  Shari will share what 
you need to know to do carful & complete estate planning for you & your family. 

 
Saturday, March 10th 10:00 AM  Story time with Princess Kay of the Milky Way 

Presented by Emily Annexstad, 64th Princess Kay of the Milky Way 
Kids of all ages are invited for story time with Princess Kay, the stateís official 
goodwill ambassador for the dairy industry.  Kids, get a free gift for attending! 

 
11:00 AM Climate Conditions & Outlook for Southern Minnesota 

Presented by Kenny Blumenfeld, Senior Climatologist, MN DNR 
      *Sponsored by Gislason & Hunter LLP 

Hear about weather trends & patterns, & reflect upon 2 major storms from 20 
years ago ñ the Comfrey/St. Peter Tornado & the windstorm in July 1998. 

     
    1: 00 PM ëTREEímendous Info on Trees & Shrubs 
      Presented by Tony Guggisberg, River Creek Nursery 

The Happy Horticulturist, Tony, will speak about pruning your trees & shrubs, 
what are good trees to plant, & what trees you should plant for the future.   

    
    2:30 PM  The New Tax Bill 
      Presented by CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 

Hear how the new tax bill will have an impact on agriculture & your farming 
operation. 
 

*A special THANK YOU to Gislason & Hunter LLP for sponsoring the Senior Climatologist Seminar! 


