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In about two weeks, the Hub Club will host its 36th an-
nual Farm Show. A long tradition of supporting and high-
lighting farming and agri-business is the centerpiece of the
club and becomes most apparent during the Farm Show.  

If you have not already signed up to volunteer at the
food stand, farm safety booth, or show office, please con-
tact Michele Schroeder at 507-276-4810. 

Also, we look forward to seeing many of you on Thurs-
day, March 9, at 5:15 pm to set-up poles and backdrops—
and/or on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. to take things down.

Please encourage your neighbors and friends to attend
the show. We work hard to get vendors to participate and
we must work equally hard to get the farm community to
attend. Your Farm Show Committee

As of early this week, a few vendor booths are still
available. Anyone wishing to take part should contact
Jenny Eckstein at the Chamber—507-233-4300.

There’s a show poster on the back page. If possible,
print it and put it up at a business or other spot for people
to see.

A few notes for Farm Show workers:
1. PLEASE WEAR YOUR HUB CLUB SHIRT! 
2. For those working in the safety booth and in the of-

fice, there will be a brief info sheet at the tables with details
you may need to know.

3. For those bringing bars—Please cut the bars before
you bring them—cut a 9x13 pan into 12 pieces. Bars can
be brought to the Civic Center as early as set-up Thursday
evening. If you would like to bring them wrapped in cling
wrap, you are welcome to do so. (That way you won’t have
to worry about getting your pan back.) The bars must be
the kind that ‘crumble’ and don’t need refrigeration.

Thanks to Jenny Eckstein for lining up all the booths,
show chair Don Sanderson and food stand chairs Del Fis-
cher, Jr., and Mary Struss. 

Bob and Sharlene Ahlers and John and Leanna
Fluegge are in charge of the hospitality room this year. 

Thank you to all!

Hub Club Farm Show is just two weeks away!

Upcoming Events
Farm Show Set-up—Thursday March 9, 6:00 p.m.
March Meeting—Thursday, March 9,  about 7:00  p.m., Civic Center (after Farm

Show set-up)  NOTE CHANGE FROM USUAL TIME/PLACE
Hub Club Farm Show—Friday & Saturday, March 10-11, Civic Center, Brown

County Fairgrounds, New Ulm
Ag Day Parade—Thursday, March 23, 11:30 a.m., Glockenspiel (line up at 11:00

a.m.)
April Meeting—Tuesday, April 4, 5:15 p.m, UMMC

Dues due now
If you missed the banquet and

have not yet paid your 
2017 Hub Club dues, 

they are $25 for the year, 
payable to New Ulm 

Farm-City Hub Club.

Dues can be mailed to:
Randy Schroeder
33763 327th Ave.

Morgan, MN 56266

Or they may be dropped off 
at the downtown location of 

Frandsen Bank & Trust, 
New Ulm, 

to Randy's attention.

Ag Day Parade Thursday, March 23
Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s almost time for the an-

nual Ag Day Parade—Thursday, March 23, at 11:30 a.m. Line up at 11:00 a.m. at the
Glockenspiel. Have a tractor, company car or ???? Bring it and drive in the parade.

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as it moves down Min-
nesota Street. KNUJ will broadcast live.



Meeting Minutes 
February 7, 2017; UMMC

The February 7, 2017 meeting of the Hub Club was called to
order by president Brian Fischer at 5:15 p.m. Also in attendance were
vice president Ken Reckard, treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, secretary
Ruth Klossner; directors Randy Schroeder, Kevin Yager, Don Sander-
son, Dennis Sjogren, Doug Schottle, and Marie Guggisberg; and club
members Joe Maidl, Michele Schroeder, and Mike Shaneman. 

The meeting agenda was approved by consensus with several
additions. The minutes of the January meeting, as published and sum-
marized, were approved on a motion by Sanderson and second by
Reckard. The treasurer’s report showed a balance of $33,815.57.
Klossner moved and Guggisberg seconded approval; motion carried. 

With new board members in attendance, all present introduced
themselves.

In the interest of people’s time, several new business items were
addressed at this time; they are reported below.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported that membership is “about

135” with some members yet to pay dues. He went over the list and
asked for help in contacting them. New members since the banquet
are Heidi Hagstrom, Jeff and Sue Brandes, Shari & Cody Fischer,
and an additional membership for Alliance Bank (totaling four). New
(or past) members who have not yet received a Hub Club shirt may
pick one up from Randy at Frandsen Bank.

Public Relations. Sanderson reported that the Farm Show is the
major item at this time; booth reservations are ahead of last year. 

Events. Yager reported that he has enough help for the FFA Pancake
Breakfast February 22. He, along with the Farm Show committee, noted
the need to purchase a new 100-cup coffee pot. Yager motioned and
Schroeder seconded that the club make the purchase; motion carried.  

Social Media. Fischer reported that the web page is “getting bet-
ter every day” with Alec Harder doing a fantastic job. It has numerous
pages of events, officers, history, etc. Kerry Hoffman removed herself
as an administrator for the page.

OLD BUSINESS
Annual Meeting Banquet Recap. Fischer expressed the thought

that the event has outgrown the Country Club, as those seated in the
far end of the room weren’t able to hear and see the speakers or head
table. Other board members had also heard similar comments.
Schroeder and Reckard will consider whether other venues in New
Ulm might better serve the event. 

Farm Show Preparations. Advertising for the show was re-

viewed, with concerns on whether ads were placed in the right places.
By consensus, it was decided not to do radio advertising in Redwood
Falls and Mankato. An effort will be made to sell the show on social
media. The next committee meeting is Wednesday, February 22 at
3:45 p.m. at the Chamber office. 

Organizational Chart. Fischer explained the organizational struc-
ture as approved at the annual meeting, discussed staggering director
terms, and reported that a committee meeting would be held to con-
sider revisions.

NEW BUSINESS
FFA Week. The pancake breakfast will be Wednesday, February

22. The matter of a Hub Club donation to FFA was tabled to the next
meeting since the FFA banquet won’t be until May 8.

4-H Donations. Tabled to a future meeting.
Table Coverings. M. Schroeder presented information on three-

sided and four-sided table covers for use at the Farm Show and other
events. Reckard moved and Sjogren seconded that the club purchase
two three-sided and two four-sided cloths, purple with gold printing;
motion carried. Cost is $152 each for three-sided and $164 for four-
sided, plus set-up cost.

Brown County Pork Producers Swap. After a lengthy discussion
of exchanging memberships with the Brown County Pork Producers,
Schroeder motioned and Sjogren seconded that the matter be ap-
proved; motion carried.

Concern about ‘Factory Farms in Minnesota.’ Schmidt distrib-
uted copies of information about two “Factory Farms in Minnesota”
programs, one that has been held and one on February 23. The pro-
grams are negative to livestock production. Schmidt stated, “Ag is
absolutely under attack by these people.” He encouraged club mem-
bers to attend the meetings to listen, but not to be drawn into a con-
frontation. Copies of material about the meetings, posted to a blog,
were distributed.

Ag Day Parade. Maidl reported on plans for the upcoming Ag
Day Parade, Thursday, March 23. He has gotten a parade permit and
will place ads in the Shopper. FFA members will be involved as usual.
The matter of the pizza lunch was tabled to the March meeting.

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Yager and second by
Schroeder.

The next meeting is Thursday, March 9 after Farm Show set-
up at the Civic Center. 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary
(with assistance from Michele Schroeder)

Contact information for 2017 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
1st Vice President Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
2nd Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowlady@centurylink.net or hubclub@newulmtel.net 
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Membership Director Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Events Director Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Director-at-Large Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-228-8519; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com
Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net



Welcome new members!
Seven new members have joined the Hub Club since the

first of the year. They are JoAnn Gieseke, Jill Manthei, Jim
& Laura Sallstrom, Andy Schmiesing, Bruce & Tina Sev-
erin, Adam Nelson and Lenny Klossner. 

Welcome to the Hub Club!

Hub Club Shirts
If you’re a new (or continuing) Hub Club member and

haven’t yet gotten a free purple Hub Club shirt, please stop
by Frandsen Bank in New Ulm and ask to see Randy
Schroeder. Randy has shirts available in a variety of sizes.

A message from our president, Brian Fischer
What could be some positive ramifications the Hub

Club receives as being part of the community? Might it
be increased club membership? Maybe it’s the good im-
pression the club gives at events that we participate in or
initialize? Is it the result of seeing our fellow members
enjoying the opportunity of getting to know or working
with each other? 

Let me encourage all my fellow members to step for-
ward to lend a hand and enjoy these benefits here in
New Ulm and the surrounding area. Start by taking the
time to read our meeting minutes to be informed. Em-
brace what your club is doing, share the vibes. Bring
forward your thoughts and concerns. See the officer list
for contacts.

Coming off our February board meeting, it seems our
agenda items and issues have grown and continue to
grow. You will be hearing ads on the radio about events
that are coming up, among  them Hub Club support for
FFA week, the FFA pancake breakfast February 22, and
the Farm-Show March 10 and 11. 

While most scheduled slots for helping at the Farm
Show are filled, we will also need help the evening of
March 9 for curtain setup and March 11 for teardown. 

After setup Thursday, we will conduct our March
board meeting. This is a good opportunity to both lend a
hand to help and to experience your leadership in action.
Everyone welcome. Oh, and did I mention there will be
pizza in between the work and meeting?

New Farm-City Hub Club 
Members since the banquet
Heidi Hagstrom

Jeff and Sue Brandes
Shari & Cody Fischer

Jared Peterson 

Cori Reinhart
An additional membership

for Alliance Bank 

April Newsletter will be out early
Like this month, I won’t be able to work on the newslet-

ter the last week of the month. Thus, the next Hub Club
newsletter will come out early (about March 22). All input
for that newsletter should be submitted by Friday, March
17. Thanks for your help! 

Board members take note...
An Organizational Chart meeting is scheduled for

Thursday, March 16 at noon at Upper Midwest Management.
The main agenda item is to review our Articles of Organiza-
tion and prepare to update them in accordance to our struc-
tural chart. (Note change from original date of March 1)

Hub Club scholarship 
applications due March 15

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with
a total cap of $5,100— to students who are currently seniors
at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub
Club member (attending any school), and planning to study
ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary
level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA. 

Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at
Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from
secretary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Appli-
cations are due March 15.

Daylight Savings Tim  e starts March 12!
Turn your clocks AHEAD one hour or you’ll be late for church 

Thank you note received...
Dear Members of the Hub Club,

Thank you for thinking of us during the holidays.
The meat and cheese tray was fabulous! Your thought-
fulness is appreciated!

Upper Midwest Management Corporation

Note: The board gave UMMC a meat and cheese tray
at Christmas since UMMC provides space for monthly
board meetings and also prints monthly newsletters for
club members who do not have email. We give OUR
thanks to Upper Midwest Management!



Hub Club & FFA serve breakfast

Kevin Yager in charge.
Everyone enjoyed the
breakfast then many
took advantage of ag de-
partment tours offered
by students and ag in-
structors. Alec Harder,
bottom left, and Jeff Nel-
son, below right, ex-
plained the hydroponic
and aquaponic growing
methods that are being
set up in the greenhouse.

Hub Club and FFA members worked side-by-side to serve the annual Farm-City
Hub Club/FFA breakfast Wednesday, February 22. A steady crowd turned out for
the breakfast—and to tour the ag department in the new high school. Pancake flip-
pers were Delmar Ran-
weiler, Delbert Fischer, Jr.,
and Harold Remme—with



Farm Show OFFICE Work Schedule
Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc.

Friday, March 10
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 1. Gary Hoffmann 2. Dave Wendinger Garage Door—Vern Gieseke
11 a.m to 2 p.m. 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Joe Maidl  
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 1. Jenny Eckstein  2. Myrtle Gieseke 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 1. Jeff Berdan  2. _____________  

Saturday, March 11
9 a.m to 12 p.m. 1. Ruth Klossner  2. Cori Reinhart Bouncer—Don Sanderson  
12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 1. Ruth Klossner  2. Bruce Fenske  
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 1. Ruth Klossner  2. _____________   

Farm Show SAFETY BOOTH Work Schedule
Sell farm safety equipment that the club is promoting, sell memberships

Friday, March 10
12:30 to 3 p.m. 1. John Fluegge        2. Jon Reinhart  
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 1. Paul Guggisberg  2. Delmar Ranweiler 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 1. Larry Luepke  2. Ken Beranek

Saturday, March 11
9:30 to noon 1. Gene Slettedahl     2. Marian Slettedahl  
Noon to 2:00 pm 1. Carol Schroeder 2. Linda Wellmann
2:00 pm-5:00 pm 1. Carol Schroeder 2. Howard Aschenbrenner

Farm Show Food Stand Work Schedule
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.

Friday, March 10
10 a.m to 1 p.m. 1. Arline Klingler 2. Adelle Fischer  3. Jason Schroeder
1 p.m to 4 p.m. 1. Mary Jane Beranek 2. Harold Remme   3. Dave & Kris Goplin
4 p.m to 7 p.m. 1. Tony Guggisberg 2. Neal Hoffman  3. Carol Hoffmann
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 1. Ann Vogel 2. Connie Brown  3. Eddie Brown

Saturday, March 11
9 a.m to 11 a.m. 1. Terry Dempsey 2. Pete Neigebauer  3. Phyllis Aschenbrenner
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 1. Doug Schottle 2. Terry Schottle 3. Jared Peterson
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 1. Arline Klingler 2. Marlene Ranweiler 3. Delmar Ranweiler 
4 p.m to 6 p.m. 1. Gerald Schmitt  2. Doreen Schmitt  3. Myrt & Vern Gieseke

Pan of Bars for Food Stand
1. Janet Dempsey; 2. & 3. Marlene Ranweiler; 4. Jill Berdan; 5. LeAnna Fluegge; 6 & 7. Beth Fluegge;
8. Doreen Schmitt; 9. Harold Remme; 10. Donna Luepke; 11. Marie Guggisberg; 12. Sue Brandes; 13.
Phyllis Aschenbrenner; 14. Shirleen Beranek; 15. Lorraine Olson; 16. Lorna Luepke; 17. Mary Jane Be-
ranek; 18. Joyce Halverson; 19. Shirley L. Bode; 20. Linda Wellmann; 21. Toni Laffrenzen; 22. & 23.
Adelle Fischer; 24. Cheri Yager; 25. Diana R. Lee Schaefer; 26. Ann Wendinger; 27. Joe & Deb Maidl;
28. & 29. Myrtle Gieseke           (Bars Thursday night: Michele Schroeder-two; Joe Maidl-one)
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