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The Official Newsletter of the Farm-City Hub Club— Promoting Agriculture & Agri-business in the New Ulm Area

Farm Show just two weeks away!

A few more workers & bars needed

There are still a few worker spots to fill at the Farm Show
March 11-12—and a few more pans of bars are needed.
Check the list on Page 5 to see where you can help.

Michele Schroeder (mschroeder@ummc.co or 507-276-
4810) is lining things up. Please contact her.

Also, volunteers are needed at these times...

Set-up Thurs., Mar. 10, 6 p.m. Put up backdrop & poles. (Just
come —no need to sign-up...pizza will be served afterwards)

Clean-up Sat. Mar. 12, 5 p.m. Take down backdrop & poles,
pack up. The more help we have, the faster the work goes!

Great news —the show is sold out! All booths are taken
and Jenny is starting a waiting list.

There’s a show poster on the back page. If possible, print
it and put it up at a business or other spot for people to see.

A few notes for Farm Show workers:

1. PLEASE WEAR YOUR HUB CLUB SHIRT!

2. For those working in the safety booth and in the office,
there will be a brief info sheet at the tables with details you
may need to know.

3. For those bringing bars—Please cut the bars before
you bring them—cut a 9x13 pan into 12 pieces. Bars can be
brought to the Civic Center as early as set-up Thursday
evening. If you would like to bring them wrapped in cling
wrap, you are welcome to do so. (That way you won’t have
to worry about getting your pan back.) The bars must be the
kind that ‘crumble’ and don’t need refrigeration.

Thanks to show chairs Don Sanderson and Rich and
Barb Baumann and food stand chairs Joe Maidl and Del
Fischer, Jr. for all their hard work!

Farm Show
Friday & Saturday, March 11& 12
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Hub Club supports New Ulm
FFA leadership activities

In recognition of longtime support for its programs, the New Ulm
FFA Chapter recognized the Hub Club at the New Ulm FFA Ban-
quet February 15. Chapter president Mariah Vogel presented a
plaque to Hub Club President Dennis Sjogren. At the same time,
Sjogren presented the club’s latest donation, a check for $750 for
leadership program support.

Ag Day Parade Friday, March 18

Think Spring! Get those tractors and parade units ready! It’s
almost time for the annual Ag Day Parade— Friday, March 18,
at 11:30 a.m. Line up at 11:00 a.m. at the Glockenspiel.

Even if you won’t be in the parade, come out to watch as
it moves down Minnesota Street.

 Fiday, March 11 1t08PM
y saturday, March 12 10to 5 PM

New Ulm Civic Center
Brown County Fairgrounds

The
billboards
are up and

we’re in the

Chamber’s

window this
month!




Contact information for 2016 Hub Club Officers

President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chair

Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-228-8519; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com

Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com

Beth Fluegge —Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge @nutelecom.net

Ruth Klossner — Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowlady @centurylink.net or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim — Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com

Randy Schroeder — Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

Meeting Minutes
February 2,2016; UMMC

The February 2, 2016 meeting of the Hub Club was called
to order by president Denny Sjogren at 5:15 p.m. Also in at-
tendance were vice president Brian Fischer, treasurer Shannon
Hillesheim, secretary Ruth Klossner, membership chair Randy
Schroeder; members John Luepke, Linda and Pete Neigebauer,
Del Fischer, Jr., Jon Reinhart, Kevin Yager, Jeff Nelson, and
Scott Stuckey; and new member Mark Bergmann.

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Luepke
and second by Schroeder. The minutes of the January meeting,
as written and summarized, were approved on a motion by D.
Fischer and second by Luepke. Hillesheim presented the fi-
nancial report, which showed a balance of $27,546.66.
Schroeder motioned and D. Fischer seconded approval of the
treasurer’s report; motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Membership. Schroeder reported that 87 members had
paid at that point, then accepted a check for Bergmann’s mem-
bership.

OLD BUSINESS

Annual Meeting. Members reported “good food” and a
“fun evening” for the January 25 banquet. A decision was
made to keep the date as the last Monday in January for future
years.

Farm Show. The next committee meeting is Monday, Feb-
ruary 22 at 4:00 p.m. Yager presented information on adding
first aid kits to the safety items available at discounted prices
at the show. He was asked to order some.

FFA Week Breakfast & Banquet. The banquet will be

Monday, February 15 at 6:30 p.m., the pancake breakfast
Wednesday, February 17 at 6:30 a.m.

Youth Donations. Luepke motioned and D. Fischer sec-
onded that the club donate $750 each to Nicollet and Brown
County 4-H and to the New Ulm FFA Chapter; motion carried.
Sjogren will make the FFA presentation at the banquet.

Social Media Commiittee. Tabled to next meeting.

Organizational Chart. Tabled to next meeting.

NUHS Greenhouse. Stuckey, Nelson, and Bergmann up-
dated the board on plans and needs for the greenhouse at the
senior high school. Many good ideas were shared. A commit-
tee consisting of Stuckey, Nelson, Bergmann, P. Neigebauer,
Sjogren, Hillesheim, Beth Fluegge, and Joe Maidl will study
the matter of funding further. A committee meeting was set for
Thursday, February 18 at 5:15 in the ag room at school

NEW BUSINESS

Second Club Plaque for Funeral Homes. Minnesota Valley
Funeral Home has asked to have a club plaque available at
each funeral home to recognize club members at visitations.
Hillesheim motioned and Klossner seconded that a second
plaque be ordered; motion carried. Joe Maidl will be asked to
order the plaque.

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. on a motion by
Schroeder and second by Hillesheim.

The next meeting is Thursday, March 10 at the Civic
Center following set-up for the Farm Show.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Upcoming Events
Farm Show Set-up— Thurs. March 10, 6:00 p.m.

March Meeting— Thurs., March 10, about 7:00 p.m., Civic Center (after
Farm Show set-up) NOTE CHANGE FROM USUAL TIME/PLACE
Hub Club Farm Show—Friday & Saturday, March 11-12, Civic Center,

Brown County Fairgrounds, New Ulm

Ag Day Parade— Friday, March 18, 11:30 a.m., Glockenspiel (line up at 11:00

am.)
April Meeting—Tuesday, April 5, 5:15 p.m, UMMC

Have you paid your dues?

Membership chair Randy Schroeder
reports that there are some members who
have not yet paid 2016 dues. If you're
among them, please send your check for
$25, payable to Farm City Hub Club, to
Randy Schroeder, 33763 327th Ave.,
Morgan, MN 56266 or drop your check
off to Randy's attention at Frandsen Bank
& Trust.



A message from new president, Dennis Sjogren

What a busy time for our club!

Thanks to all who made the annual meeting and banquet
such a pleasant event. President Beth’s leadership in 2015
was top shelf and we are happy she will serve as second
vice-president in 2016. Beth and husband Kevin continue
to show their commitment to a better agriculture for the next
generation.

I had the opportunity to attend the New Ulm High
School FFA Annual Banquet February 15. The evening
kicked off with the 2016 FFA officer team rushing out to
the sound of upbeat musical background. It should be noted
that five of the six are young women. Following the meal,
I presented a Hub Club check for $750 to chapter president
Mariah Vogel. Well deserved awards were presented to
many FFA members. Advisors Nelson and Stuckey —keep
up the good work!

Only two days later, the Hub Club and New Ulm FFA
teamed up for the annual pancake breakfast. Hub Club’s
Kevin Yager and his team of volunteers did their usual good

job of feeding a large crowd of FFA supporters and stu-
dents.

Hub Club Farm Show chairpersons Don Sanderson and
Rich and Barb Baumann have worked closely with Jenny
Eckstein of the Chamber to attract exhibitors and seminars
that are most timely for the annual Farm Show. Lots of vol-
unteers will be needed for set-up and teardown following
the show. Please encourage everyone to attend the show
and take time to visit with exhibitors.

We welcome longtime Hub Club member Brian Fischer
to the leadership team as first vice-president for 2016, join-
ing returning officers Shannon Hillesheim, Ruth Klossner,
and Randy Schroeder. A great big thank you to all Hub
Clubbers who volunteer so willingly to make our organi-
zation a great asset to the greater New Ulm community!

In closing, thank you to Ruth as she has worked long
hours to keep ahead of Hub Club communication deadlines,
and at the same time working through the loss of her father.

Looking forward to seeing you at the Farm Show!

Update on the New Ulm High School Greenhouse

As Past President Beth Fluegge mentioned in the February
newsletter, we are partnering with the New Ulm High School
Ag Department to raise approximately $60,000 toward the
construction cost of a new greenhouse to be built at the site of
the new high school. The Greenhouse Committee met Febru-
ary 18 at the school’s ag room. Present were Ag Instructors
Scott Stuckey and Jeff Nelson, NUHS principal Mark
Bergmann, Joe Maidl, Shannon Hillesheim, and Denny Sjo-
gren. Principal Bergmann advised the group that ISD 88 has
committed nearly $54,000 to the project, with the total project
cost being about $115.,000.

The committee discussed fundraising ideas for various lev-

els of corporate/business sponsorships and individual dona-
tions. An anonymous donor has come forward with a pledge
of up to $20,000 of matching funds. Names of possible busi-
ness donors were brought forward. If Hub Club members have
a prospective donor in mind, please check with Scott Stuckey
to see if that business has already been contacted or has com-
mitted to help. All donations should be made to ISD 88 and
are tax deductible.

More information will be available at the March meeting
(following Farm Show set-up Thursday, March 10). The
Greenhouse Committee is open to additional members, should
you be interested.

Thank you notes received...

Dear Farm-City Hub Club Members,

Thank you for your donation of the DVDs “Farmland” and
“Fred Levine’s Farm Country Ahead” received December 15,
2015. Your generosity is much appreciated. These items will be
added to the collection for the benefit of all library users.

Again, thank you!

Kristen Wiley, New Ulm Public Library Director

Dear New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club,

Thank you very much for the scholarship. It is much appre-
ciated. I am majoring in Ag Communications and Marketing at
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. With this major I can
specify areas of my interest to have a more desirable course level

for my needs. I will also have two minors—agronomy and ani-
mal science. This is a new program which I am excited to be in
and I intend to make the most of my time at the university.

My first semester of college was a great learning experience.
Though school came first, I was open to other opportunities that
the U of M has to offer. I became involved in multiple clubs in-
cluding Gopher Crops and Soils, Gopher Dairy Club, Block &
Bridle, and the Ag Education Club. I also joined Delta Theta
Sigma Fraternity, which is a social-professional fraternity where
agriculture is the focus.

Thank you again for the scholarship and your support of agri-
culture and our local youth.

Daniel Hayes



Hub Club scholarship applications due March 15

The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total cap of $5,100— to students who are currently sen-
iors at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member (attending any school), and planning to

study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.
Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from sec-
retary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Applications are due March 15.

Hub Club and FFA
join forces at
breakfast

The annual Farm-City Hub Club/FFA
breakfast Wednesday, February 17
drew a good crowd. Club members
flipped pancakes and served sausage,
applesauce, and beverages with help
from the FFA members. The students
also mixed up the pancake batter, kept

the grillers supplied, and tables cleared. Pancake flippers included Delmar Ran-
Everyone enjoyed a good meal! weiler, left, and new club member Jeff

Berdan, above.

Pancakes for all—and an attempt to beat the
world’s record for the tallest stack of pan-
cakes! Try as he might, ag teacher Jeff Nel-
son couldn’t get his stack tall enough to
break the record, but did get to 19 inches, as
measured by Tom Wheeler. Somehow we
suspect there may be another attempt!

. 4 World Recacd
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Farm Show OFFICE Work Schedule

Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc.

Friday, March 11

8a.m.to 11 a.m. 1. 2. Jenny Eckstein

11 amto 2 p.m. 1. 2. Jenny Eckstein

2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 1. Donna Luepke 2. Jenny Eckstein

5 p.m.to 8 p.m. 1. 2. Jenny Eckstein

Saturday, March 12

9amto 12 p.m. 1. Rich Baumann 2. Barb Baumann Bouncer—Don Sanderson
12 pm.to 2 p.m. 1. 2.

2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 1. 2. Jenny Eckstein

Farm Show SAFETY BOOTH Work Schedule

Sell farm safety equipment that the club is promoting, sell memberships

Friday, March 11

12:30 to 3 p.m. 1. John Fluegge 2. Larry Luepke
3p.m.to5 p.m. 1. Delmar Ranweiler 2. Bob Ahlers
S p.m.to 8 p.m. 1. Jeff Berdan (5:15) 2.

Saturday, March 12
9:30 to noon 1. Vern Gieseke 2. Howard Aschenbrenner
Noon to 2:00 pm 1. Carol Schroeder 2. Gene Slettedahl
2:00 pm-5:00 pm 1. Carol Schroeder 2.

Farm Show Food Stand Work Schedule

Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.

Friday, March 11
10 amto 1 p.m. 1. Bruce Fenske 2. Marcia Solie 3. Donna Luepke
1 p.mto 4 p.m. 1. Elmer Guggisberg 2. Lois Guggisberg 3. LeAnna Fluegge
4 pmto 7 p.m. 1. Mary Struss 2. Arline Klingler
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 1. Mary Struss 2. Marie Guggisberg 3. Tony Guggisberg
Saturday, March 12
9amto 11 am. 1. Phyllis Aschenbrenner 2. Myrt Gieseke 3.
10 am. to 1 p.m. 1. Doug & Terri Schottle 2. Kevin & Cheri Yager
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 1. Lorna Luepke 2. Marlene Ranweiler 3. Delmar Ranweiler
4 p.mto 6 p.m. 1. Mary Struss 2. Arline Klingler 3.

Pan of Bars for Food Stand

1. Michele Schroeder, 2. Myrt Gieseke, 3. & 4. Adelle Fischer, 5, Phyllis Aschenbrenner,

6. & 7. Lois Guggisberg, 8. Jeff Berdan, 9. & 10. Beth Fluegge, 11. LeAnna Fluegge, 12. Donna
Luepke, 13. Deanna Sjogren, 14. Diana Schaefer, 15. & 16. Marlene Ranweiler, 17. Deb Maidl,

18. Janet Dempsey, 19. Sharlene Ahlers, 20. Marie Guggisberg, 21. Toni Laffrenzen, 22. JoAnn
Schmidt, 23. ,24. ,25. ,26.
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