The Hub
Vol. 8, Issue 2

June 2019

The Official Newsletter of the Farm-City Hub Club—Promoting Agriculture & Agri-business in the New Ulm Area

Brady Ahlness
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Cassidy Platz

Wyatt Roberts

Sonja Rygh

Meet the Hub Club’s 2019 Scholarship Recipients
The Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee selected five outstanding students to receive 2019 Hub Club Scholarships
of $1,000 each. The awards were announced at the school awards programs. Let’s meet the recipients.
Student

Parents

High School

Brady Ahlness
Audra Bastian
Cassidy Platz
Wyatt Roberts
Sonja Rygh

Lynne & Jane Ahlness
Mike & Anna Bastian
Bruce & Laurie Platz
Joe Roberts
William & Laurie Rygh

NUP
NUP
NUP
NUP
MVL

College and Anticipated Major

South Dakota State University, Agronomy
Iowa State, Ag Business & Animal Science
Southwest Minnesota State, Agribusiness
South Dakota State University, Agronomy
South Dakota State Univ., Animal Science

Thank you to the Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee—
Bill Swan, Kevin Yager, Justin Gode and Duane Laffrenzen

Help needed for Pancake
Breakfast at Dairy Show
The Hub Club will serve a pancake breakfast
at the Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show at
the fairgrounds in New Ulm Tuesday, June 18.
Serving usually starts at 7:00 and goes until the
show starts about 9:30 a.m.
As usual, pancake master Kevin Yager is lining up the breakfast. He is looking for six volunteers. If you can help, please contact him by
email at kyager@citizensmn.com or call him at
Citizens Bank Minnesota in Lafayette, 2288283.
Volunteers should arrive by 6:30 a.m. that
morning to be ready to serve at 7:00 a.m.
Paul Fritsche is also asking for help with the
dairy show that day. If you can help at the show,
email him directly at pfritsche @newulmtel.net.

Upcoming Events
June Meeting—Tuesday, June 4, 5:15 p.m., UMMC
Cash Wise Brat Stand—Friday-Saturday, June 7-8
So. MN Youth Dairy Show/Pancake Breakfast—Tues., Jun. 18
Autofest Food Stand—Sun., Jun. 30
July Meeting—Tuesday, July 2, 5:15 pm, UMMC
Bavarian Blast Food Stand—Thurs.-Sun., July 18-21
Family Night on the Farm—Thurs., July 25, Hoffmans

Hub Club to work brat stand
The Hub Club will work the Cash Wise brat stand Friday and Saturday, June 7 and 8.
Past experience shows that three volunteers on each shift works
best. Volunteers are needed for morning and afternoon shifts each day.
If you can work one of the shifts, please email or call Denny Sjogren at Sjogren8519@gmail.com or 507-276-6830.

Contact information for 2019 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net or ken.reckard@bayer.com
Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com
Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com
Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 7, 2019; UMMC
The May 2019 Farm-City Hub Club board meeting was
called to order at 5:16 p.m. by president Ken Reckard. Also
in attendance were vice president Christina Schwab, acting
treasurer Doug Schottle, secretary Ruth Klossner; directors
Don Sanderson, Randy Schroeder, Kevin Yager, and Beth
Fluegge; social media committee person Brian Fischer; and
guests Adam Towles and Ann Vote.
The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by
Sanderson and second by Yager; motion carried. The minutes of the April meeting, as published and summarized,
were approved. Schottle presented the treasurer’s report for
Shannon Hillesheim. Fluegge moved and Schwab seconded
approval of the report and funding two requests received—
$300 to the Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show and $100
to the Brown County Fair; motion carried.
PRESENTATIONS
Adam Towles of Foresee Studios presented a demonstration of the reworked club web site that he is developing. He
asked for input of things to add/change. Sanderson motioned
and Schroeder seconded to authorize Towles to take the page
live when ready; motion carried.
Ann Vote, curriculum specialist for MN Ag in the Classroom, shared information on her work with classroom teachers, who are the foot soldiers for the program. She also
reported that Bank Midwest has stepped up to sponsor program staffing for two years. Vote asked the club for donations for program supplies and/or sponsorship toward the
two-day summer teacher tour. The matter will be considered
further.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported 145 paid memberships.
Public Relations. Sanderson presented a proposed organizational chart and also suggested a mentoring program for
new members. Sanderson, Schroeder, Reckard, Fischer, and
Yager will bring back information to the next meeting.

Events. Yager deferred to later in the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
Social Media website advertising to garner revenue.
Tabled to June.
Bavarian Blast Planning. Tabled to June.
FFA Donation. Reckard presented the club’s check at the
banquet May 5.
NEW BUSINESS
Grill Use at the Armory. Reckard reported that a request
was received for grill use for a student recognition event on
Thursday, May 23. Sanderson motioned and Schroeder seconded authorizing the use, with a club member present to
supervise the use; motion carried.
Case Wise Brat Stand. Dates are June 7-8. Sign-up will
be in the June newsletter.
Autofest, June 30 at the Fairgrounds. Reckard will head
the food stand with pulled pork to be the main item on the
menu.
Family Night on the Dairy Farm. Klossner and Reckard
reported on plans to date. New for this year’s event will be
food (hamburgers/hotdogs) at a nominal cost. More info will
be in the newsletter.
Donations to Beth Sletta’s ag program. Tabled to June
meeting.
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Yager and second
by Schroeder at 7:08 p.m.
The next meeting is Tuesday, June 4 at Upper Midwest
Management. Representatives of the Brown and Nicollet
County 4-H Programs will attend to receive the 4-H donations. Board members are encouraged to wear their club
shirts for the photo to be taken.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

A message from our president, Ken Reckard
May is almost in the books. I know that when Ruth
sends out a note that it’s newsletter time again. It seems like
we just published last month’s letter! The days fly by….
Please read this newsletter for all the information on upcoming events. We have a lot planned this summer—Cash
Wise Brat Stand, Autofest, Bavarian Blast, and Family Night
on the Dairy Farm. They’re all great events for our community
and for our club. Be sure to pencil in those that you can help
with. Sign-up info for most events is in this newsletter; Bavarian Blast sign-up will be in the July newsletter. Beth is looking
for an additional BB committee member—someone who enjoys cooking for a crowd and would be willing to share manager responsibilities during Bavarian Blast. If interested,
contact her (kdfluegge@nutelecom.net or 507-993-5195.)

Congratulations to all the Hub Club members’ graduates
this year. We wish them the best of luck as they start the next
chapter in their lives…and in the lives of their parents.
Also, congratulations to the 2019 Hub Club Scholarship recipients. They’re outstanding individuals and well
deserving of these scholarships.
Finally, I hope that your spring is going well. I know
that—with the wet weather—our farmers are trying to plant
when and where the fields are fit, and it has been, at best, very
frustrating. If you are one who is trying to finish your corn
planting, we hope that you can get it all in. If you are watching
all of this from a windshield, please remember to thank a
farmer for all that they do! This has not been an easy spring
and a kind word or two from a friend will lift their spirits!

Hub Club to serve a new event—Autofest
The Hub Club is taking on a new venture—serving food at
this year’s New Ulm Autofest, Sunday, June 30 at the Brown
County Fairgrounds in New Ulm.
Volunteers are needed to help serve a pulled pork sandwich

meal. First shift hours are 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with the second shift being noon to 3:00 p.m. If you can help, please contact
Ken Reckard at 507-301-1570.
Check it out—Autofest will have 350+ vehicles displayed.

Please volunteer to help at Family Night on the Dairy Farm
It may still be two months away, but planning is well
underway for Family Night on the Dairy Farm! The Hub
Club’s every-other-year event is Thursday, July 25, from
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Steve and Kerry Hoffman Farm,
18868 140th Avenue, New Ulm. This is the seventh time
the club and family have co-hosted the event.
Just as in other years, there will be farm tours, dairy
treats, concertina music, animals to pet, ag displays,
free things for kids, and more!
But, new this year will be a hamburger or hotdog
meal for a nominal cost—with grilling by the Redwood
Area Cattlemen’s Association.
We’ll need a lot of help as this is a BIG event....
WHERE can you give us a hand? We need....
• Someone to stuff & mail information to daycares, etc.
• Pick up and haul tables & chairs ahead of time
• Pick up & return cooler wagon from/to Dave’s Place, Laf.
• Pick up & return people-mover wagon from Beraneks
• Assist with set-up (signs, tables & chairs, displays,) Wed.
afternoon, July 24 and/or Thurs., starting at 11:00 a.m.
(Eat before you come Wed.; lunch will be provided Thurs.)
• Serving root beer floats at the event
• Serving the meal at the event
• Parking cars at the event
• Helping people on and off hayride wagons.
• Driving a golf cart to transport those needing help
• Cleaning up afterwards.

• • •
If you can help with any of these tasks, please contact
Ruth Klossner at cowladyruth@gmail.com
or 507-240-0048 NOW.
The committee will meet again on Monday, June 10—
we’d like to have an idea of which jobs are filled by then
so we can move forward.
• • •
Also, we’d like to ask members to help by providing
these items for the event:
• Flower pots/baskets of any size for the yard
• Coolers to keep root beer & other items cold
• 10x10 tents for displays.
• Electric roasters for the meal
• Businesses willing to donate napkins
• • •
We’re counting on you to help make this another successful and fun event!

