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Meet the Hub Club’s 2016 Scholarship Recipients 
The Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee selected five outstanding students to receive 2016 Hub Club Scholarships 
of $850 each. The awards were announced at the school awards programs. Let’s meet the receipients.

Name Parents High School College and Anticipated Major
Elias Berdan Jill Berdan, Jeff Berdan NUC Univ. of Minnesota, Fisheries & Wildlife
John Schwartz Mike & Michelle Schwartz NUC U of M, Twin Cities, Applied Economics/Business
Nicholas Stadick Mike & Tammy Stadick NUC South Central College, Agribusiness Service Technician
Mariah Vogel Amos & Marianne Vogel NUHS U of Wisc., Steven’s Point, Game warden, Criminology minor
Lee Webster Michael & Bonnie Webster NUHS South Central College, Ag Service Technician

Members of the Hub Club’s Scholarship Committee are 
Ann Wendinger, Dennis Sjogren, Kevin Yager, and Duane Laffrenzen

Elias Berdan John Schwartz Nicholas Stadick Maria Vogel Lee Webster

Help needed for pancake
breakfast at dairy show
The Hub Club will serve a pancake

breakfast at the Southern Minnesota Youth
Dairy Show at the fairgrounds in New Ulm
Saturday, June 11. Serving usually starts at
7:00 and goes until the show starts about
9:30 a.m.

As usual, pancake master Kevin Yager is
lining up the breakfast. He is looking for
volunteers. If you can help, please contact
him by email at kyager@citizensmn.com or
call him at Citizens Bank Minnesota in
Lafayette, 228-8283. Volunteers should ar-
rive by 6:15 a.m. that morning. 

Melanie Fritsche is also asking for help
with the dairy show that day. If you can help
with the show, email her directly at pfritsche
@newulmtel.net.

New Hub Club billboards promote safety
The Hub Club continues to promote agriculture and farm safety through
billboards and radio advertising. New billboards are up in three locations
around New Ulm—at Klossner, on Highway 14 west of New Ulm, and on
Highway 15 south of town. 



Friday’s 
Cash Wise Brat
Stand Workers

Club officers turned out to open the
Cash Wise Brat Stand on a cold Fri-
day, May 13. Vice president Brian
Fischer and president Denny Sjo-
gren chatted during a break in the
action while membership chairman
Randy Schroeder did the grilling. 
Bob and Sharlene Ahlers and Ruth
Klossner took the windy Friday af-
ternoon shift. The weather wasn’t a
whole lot better for the Saturday
workers.

x

Contact information for 2016 Hub Club Officers
President Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-228-8519; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
2nd Vice President Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Secretary Ruth Klossner – Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowlady@centurylink.net or hubclub@newulmtel.net 
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim – Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Membership Chair Randy Schroeder – Phone: 507-233-4797; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

A message from our president, Dennis Sjogren
I’d like to use this month’s message to update you on

our club’s first  try at Cash Wise Food’s Brat Stand.  As you
may recall, Friday May 13 was cold and cloudy. Warm
clothes—long johns felt good—were needed.  Brian Fischer,
Randy Schroeder and I took the morning shift. To our sur-
prise, some people like brats in any weather.  We all enjoyed
our shift as we met people we knew, as well as new  cus-
tomers.   

Two things really stood out. The first was when a middle
age lady walked up and dropped a $20 bill in our “Tip Jar.”
She was from the Twin Cities where she “ helped” the home-
less. Her parting comment was  “volunteer organizations de-
serve financial help when donors are able.”  As she  made
her quick stop, I’m not sure she even took time to get a brat!
The second was a young man who stopped by and ordered
two brats for a total of four bucks…then asked if we took
credit cards as he did not have cash on him.  Our answer was
cash only, but we would trust him to stop back when he

could. Stop  back he did when getting done with his construc-
tion job at the new school. This time he produced a ten dollar
bill to pay for his $4.00 of brats and then, to our surprise, he
put the $6.00 in change into our tip bucket. His actions alone
speak well for our young adults!

Thank you to Friday’s second shift workers Bob and
Sharlene Ahlers and Ruth Klossner.   

Saturday again started cold for the morning team of Neal
Hoffman, Gene Slettedahl, and Del Fisher, Jr. Saturday af-
ternoon  brought sunshine and warmer weather for the after-
noon team of Terry Dempsey, Elmer and Lois Guggisberg,
and Steve Hoffmann. Larry and John Luepke also called to
volunteer  if needed.  

This brat stand project is just one more example of
how our organization is made up of great volunteers!

By the way, our club earned $353 while getting our club
name out in front of more people in the community.  

Denny   



Meeting Minutes 
May 3, 2016; Upper Midwest Management

The May 2, 2016 meeting of the Hub Club was called
to order by president Denny Sjogren at 5:15 p.m. Also in
attendance were vice presidents Brian Fischer and Beth
Fluegge, secretary Ruth Klossner, membership chair Randy
Schroeder, Kevin Yager, Don Sanderson, and Scott Stuckey.

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by
Yager and second by Schroeder. The minutes of the April
meeting, as written by Schroeder and summarized by
Klossner, were approved on a motion by Fluegge and sec-
ond by Fischer. Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim was unable
to attend, but provided a written financial report, which
showed a balance of $27,074.16. Schroeder motioned and
Klossner seconded approval of the treasurer’s report; mo-
tion carried. Hillesheim will be asked for a final Farm Show
income/expense report at the June meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported 136 members at that

point, with one membership still out.
Public Relations. Sanderson reported that new farm

safety billboards will go up May 9. 

OLD BUSINESS
Social Media Committee. Fischer reported that the

committee—consisting of Fluegge, Kerry Hoffman, Alec
Harder, and Fischer—met May 2, and would meet again
May 23. He is “looking for one young farmer” to join the
group. The committee considered present and future admin-
istrators for Facebook and the web page, responsibilities
and guidelines, and goals. 

NUHS Greenhouse Project Brochure. Sanderson pre-
sented the brochure that he put together, working with
Stuckey and Jeff Nelson; it was very well done. Klossner
motioned and Schroeder seconded approval of the
brochure, with one addition, noting that the greenhouse is

a “joint project of the NUHS Ag Department and the Hub
Club,” and that 250 copies be printed; motion carried.
Thanks was expressed to Sanderson for his work on the
brochure.  

Landscaping Club Sign. Stuckey will discuss the matter
with the FFA and with the property owner. 

Cash Wise Brat Stand. Sjogren asked for additional vol-
unteers to run the stand May 13 & 14; an extra email will
be sent to members.

NEW BUSINESS
Organizational Structure. Sanderson proposed that the

club adopt a formal organizational chart. It was decided to
extend the June meeting to allow time to review the consti-
tution and by-laws to see how the proposed organizational
structure fits. 

Farm Show Committee Structure. Tabled to the next
meeting.

Southern Minnesota Youth Dairy Show Saturday, June
11. Yager will organize the pancake breakfast and asked for
volunteers. Yager motioned and Schroeder seconded that
the club donate $300 to the show; motion carried. The show
is also asking for volunteers to help at the event.

National Guernsey Convention visit to Fritsche Farm.
The farm will host 200+ people on Saturday, June 25 and
asked for four or five volunteers to help serve the lunch
(cooked by the Redwood Cattlemen’s Assn.). Volunteering
were Schroeder, Sanderson, Klossner, and someone from
Citizens Bank. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.
The next meeting is Tuesday, June 7 at 5:15 p.m. at

Upper Midwest Management; the meeting will be extended
to review the club’s constitution.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Another Volunteer Needed
The Hub Club has been asked to serve (only) a meal when

visitors from around the country visit Fritsche Farms during the
National Guernsey Convention Saturday, June 25. We’ve been
asked for five volunteers—and already have four signed up. If
you’d like to help from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. that Saturday,
please contact Ruth Klossner. 

Social Media Committee
A four member Committee is actively meeting to develop a

media strategy. It is reviewing responsibilities and its relationship to
the Farm City Hub Club philosophy—"The need for better promo-
tion of agriculture between city and rural business owners" and "
fostering the relationship between rural and urban community mem-
bers." It has established responsibilities which include timely posting
on the Web site and Facebook, encouraging member involvement
and awareness, establishing administer procedures, monitoring in-
formation posted, and goal setting, along with timelines.

Establishing proper posting and a level of authoritative duties
is at the forefront. Committee members are creating a list of guide-
lines to follow and have established accountability—an oral report
at monthly board meetings, timely updating in the newsletter, and
a written report at the annual meeting. Members are encouraged
to share information, thoughts, or concerns by contact any com-
mittee member. Brian Fischer, Committee Chair

Upcoming Events
June Meeting—Tues., June 7, 5:15 p.m., UMMC
Pancake Breakfast—Sat., June 11, 7:00-9:30 a.m., Fair-

grounds, before the So. Mn. Youth Dairy Show
Serve at Guernsey Tour—Sat., June 25, Fritsche Farm
July Meeting—Tues., July 5, 5:15 p.m, UMMC


