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About 110 Hub Club members and guests enjoyed a
delicious meal and fun program at the Country Club
Monday evening.

Hub Club Annual
Meeting & Banquet

Terry and Janet Dempsey were guests of honor, receiving the club’s Service to Agriculture Award.
Denny Schmidt, above left, emceed the presentation.
Beth Fluegge presented the Service to Agriculture
Speakers were Sharon Gulden, above right; Richard
Award to the Dempseys, above. Janet and Terry had
Salvati, right; foster daughter Christine Kotten, below
the last word—and last laugh—bottom left. The
left; and son Matthew Dempsey.
Dempseys paused for a photo with their family and program speakers after
the banquet. Seated, from left: granddaughter Emma, daughter-in-law
Anne, grandson Ethan, Janet, Terry, and foster daughter Christine Kotten.
Standing: son Matthew, friends Sharon Gulden and Richard and Sylvia
Salvati, and foster grand-kids Jenny and Josh Kotten.

Look for more banquet/meeting photos on other pages

Contact information for 2015 Hub Club Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chair

Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-228-8519; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com
Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Ruth Klossner – Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowlady@centurylink.net or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim – Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Randy Schroeder – Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

Meeting Minutes
The January 5, 2016 meeting of the Hub Club was called
to order by first vice president Denny Sjogren at 5:19 p.m.
Also in attendance were acting treasurer Doug Schottle, secretary Ruth Klossner, membership chair & VP Randy
Schroeder, Brian Fischer, Don Sanderson, Ann Vogel, John
Luepke, Taylor Olson, and (later) President Beth Fluegge.
The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by Sanderson and second by Schroeder. The minutes of the December
meeting, as written and summarized, were approved on a motion by Luepke and second by Schroeder. Schottle presented
the financial report, which showed a balance of $21,238.79.
Vogel motioned and Luepke seconded approval of the treasurer’s report; motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported that membership is 138,
with the newest members being Scott and Melissa Dreckman
of Next Level and Julie Wilson of United Prairie Bank.
Public Relations. A discussion started about the use of social media. It was continued under New Business.
Fluegge arrived and she took over the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
Agriculture Movies. Fluegge and Klossner will deliver the
movies to the libraries on Wednesday, January 13.
Farm Show. The next committee meeting is Monday, January 11. Billboards will go up January 18. Theme for the show

is Navigating Ag Issues in the 21st Century. Possible seminars
are buffer zones, drones, managing inputs, and AURI programs.
Annual Meeting. Meeting plans were discussed.
Schroeder will arrange for flowers for the head table and corsages. Set-up will be at 5:30 p.m. Service to Ag recipients receive two free tickets. Up to four free tickets will be offered
to FFA officers. Klossner will contact the Dempseys to discuss
speakers for the awards program.
NUHS Greenhouse. Tabled.
NEW BUSINESS
FFA Week Banquet/Breakfast. Could only guess at the
dates; tabled to next meeting.
Donations to FFA and 4-H. Ask for reports on what the
money was used for. Tabled decision to next meeting.
Social Media Committee and Committee Structure. Will
study the organizational chart from a few years ago; Sanderson
offered to “clean it up.” Possible Social Media committee
members include Fischer, Fluegge, Kerry Hoffman, and Klossner; other volunteers will be asked to join the committee at the
annual meeting. Action tabled to next meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
The next meeting is Tuesday, February 2 at 5:15 p.m. at
Upper Midwest Management.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

A few
more
pics
from
the
banquet
Happy winner....Ethan
Dempsey with the
John Deere tractor
door prize!
Janet and Terry Dempsey had a good laugh when son Matt told some
stories from his childhood.

A message from out-going president, Beth Fluegge
Here’s a Greenhouse Update—
New Ulm High School has asked the Farm City Hub
Club to help to get funding for the Greenhouse for the
new high school. As a board, we voted to be supporters
of this challenge.
We have been given a goal to raise $60,000. Ag instructor Scott Stuckey has been busy submitting applications, on behalf of the Ag Department, for funds from
several area businesses and banks.
We have until the end of the school year to "raise the
fund to raise the roof" for the greenhouse. The Greenhouse Committee met in mid-January with the Ag Dept
and we would want to call on the members of the Hub

Club to submit names of foundations, organization and
cooperatives that may have funding available to assist
with this project.
We have Monsanto, BankMidwest, and several other
smaller applications submitted. We sincerely would like
to help the Ag Dept of New Ulm High School build a
greenhouse and we need your help!
Please submit your ideas to Beth Fluegge via e-mail
or phone—kdfluegge@nutelecom.net or 507-359-2260.
We will be working very hard on this project during the
next few months. We will do our best to update everyone
along the way.
Retiring Hub Club President Beth Fluegge

Thank you, Beth, for leading the Hub Club this past year!

Farm Show Notes:
• Hub Club will run food stand • Volunteers needed March 11-12
The March 11-12 Farm Show at the New Ulm Civic Center
is our club’s major fundraiser.
Hub Club volunteers will again run the food stand. Joe Maidl
and Del Fischer, Jr., have agreed to be in charge of it.
• • •
To make the show a success, volunteers are needed Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, March 10, 11 & 12—
• Show set-up Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m.
• The food stand Friday and Saturday
• The Farm Show office Friday and Saturday
• The club’s safety booth Friday and Saturday
• Show cleanup Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
• And, bars are needed for the club’s food stand.
• • •
Please volunteer to help in the food stand, show office, and
safety booth. Michele Schroeder has agreed to handle sign-up
and/or make “reminder” calls to get enough volunteers.
Please help make Michele’s job easier—
To offer to help, call Michele on her cell at 507-276-4810
(that’s a local number). Shifts are usually two to three hours long.
Michele can provide more details. Volunteers should wear their
Hub Club shirts. Instructions will be posted at the respective
booth.
It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or cleanup...just come! The more hands helping, the less time it takes.
(Pizza and pop will be furnished when Thursday evening’s setup is done!)
As for the bars for the food stand...they should be a “crumble”
bar that can be cut and packaged in plastic wrap without sticking.
Please, no soft bars and no frosting that would make it difficult
to package.
•• •

Rich and Barb Baumann and Don Sanderson are co-chairing
this year’s show. Please share any ideas or concerns you have
with them.
As of Tuesday, January 25, 73 booths—of the 115 available—
were spoken for. We need more exhibitors. If you work with an
agri-business that has not been at the Farm Show, please contact
the owner/manager to encourage him/her to take part this year.
Tiling companies, ag technology businesses, seed salesmen
and/or district sales managers, trailer companies, and farm supply
stores are all businesses that could be better representated at the
show.
If everybody works together, we can make the 2016 Farm
Show a big success!!
Thank you for your past help. We look forward to seeing you
at the show!

Dues due now
If you missed the banquet and have not yet paid your
2016 Hub Club dues, they are $25 for the year,
payable to New Ulm Farm City Hub Club.
Dues can be mailed to:
Randy Schroeder
33763 327th Ave.
Morgan, MN 56266
Or they may be dropped off at the downtown
location of Frandsen Bank & Trust, New Ulm,
to Randy's attention.

Hub Club scholarship applications due March 15
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total cap of $5,100— to students who are currently seniors at NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member (attending any school), and planning to
study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.
Applications are available from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (DLaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from secretary Ruth Klossner (hubclub@newulmtel.net). Applications are due March 15.

Hub Club
Officers
Dennis Sjogren took over
as president at the conclusion of the meeting.

2015 Hub Club President
Beth Fluegge conducted
the annual meeting Monday, finishing her year at
the helm. Thanks, Beth!

The 2016 Hub Club officers. From left: Brian Fischer, 1st vice president; Beth
Fluegge, 2nd vice president; Ruth Klossner, secretary; Randy Schroeder, membership chairman; Dennis Sjogren, president; and Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer.

Volunteers needed—FFA Pancake Breakfast
Kevin Yager needs about a half dozen volunteers to help at the Wednesday,
February 18 pancake breakfast at the ag room at New Ulm High School. Serving will start early (6:00 or 6:30?), so volunteers will have to “rise & shine.”
If you can help, please call Kevin at Citizens Bank, 228-8283.

Scholarship Thank You
Dear Hub Club Members,
I was the recipient of a New Ulm Farm City Hub Club Scholarship last May. I
am currently attending South Dakota State University in Brookings, SD, pursuing
a major in Ag Systems Technology. I really appreciate the scholarship and will be
applying the funds to my second semester at SDSU. Thank you for your support, I
am very excited to be pursing a degree that is in the field of agriculture.
Alex Stark.

Upcoming Hub
Club Events
• February Meeting—Tues., Feb. 2,
5:15 p.m., Upper Midwest Management
• FFA Pancake Breakfast, Wed., Feb. 17
• Farm Show Set-up and March Meeting—Thurs., Mar. 10, Civic Center
on Fairgrounds. Set-up first, followed by pizza & meeting,
• Farm Show 2016—Fri.-Sat., Mar. 1112, Civic Center, Fairgrounds.

2016 Annual Meeting Minutes
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 25, New Ulm Country Club
A total of 110 members and guests enjoyed the annual
banquet of the New Ulm Hub Club Monday evening, January
25, 2016. During the social hour and dinner, members could
watch the 2015 year-in-review slide show.
First vice president Denny Sjogren gave the invocation
before the two-meat buffet meal.
The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to order
by President Beth Fluegge at 7:52 p.m. Printed copies of the
2015 annual meeting minutes were available on the tables for
members to review. A motion was made by Shannon
Hillesheim, seconded, and the minutes were approved on a
voice vote.
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s
report, which showed a year-end balance of $20,438.79, compared to $17,744.06 a year ago. Hillesheim briefly reviewed
the finances and noted that the increased balance was due to
selling the Hub Club building at Farmfest for $4,250. A motion was made by Ruth Klossner, seconded by Brian Fischer,
and the minutes were approved on a voice vote.
The slate of officers for 2016 was presented as follows:
President – Dennis Sjogren; 1st Vice President—Brian Fischer; 2nd Vice President— Beth Fluegge; Secretary—Ruth
Klossner; Treasurer—Shannon Hillesheim; and Membership
Chair—Randy Schroeder.
President Fluegge called for nominations from the floor.
There were none. Michele Schroeder motioned to cast a
unanimous ballot for the slate as presented; Del Fischer, Jr.,
seconded and the motion carried.
Fluegge reported that the Hub Club board plans to form
a Social Media Committee and asked for volunteers. Anyone
willing to be on the committee is asked to contact Fluegge of
club secretary Ruth Klossner.
Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship committee had selected five recipients for 2015—Daniel Hayes of
New Ulm Cathedral; and Loran Dauer, Alex Portner, Blake
Schnobrich, and Alex Stark of New Ulm Public. Laffrenzen
read a thank you letter from Stark. Laffrenzen also noted that
the club has awarded $52,850 in scholarships, to 91 students,
since 1994.
Ruth Klossner introduced the club’s new members since
the last banquet. They are Robert & Sharlene Ahlers, Jeff &
Jill Berdan, Scott & Missy Dreckman, Jason Engstrom, Kenneth & Christine Fluegge, Elmer & Lois Guggisberg, Lenny
Klossner, Taylor Olson, Andy Schmiesing, Ann Vogel, Julie
Wilson, and John & Kristi Wolle.
FFA Advisor Scott Stuckey introduced members Alec
Harder and Chris Maurer. He thanked the club for its support
of high school ag programs and providing scholarships. He
then explained the challenge that the ag department is facing
in finding funding to include a greenhouse at the new high
school. Stuckey has been told that $50,000 to $60,000 will
have to be raised for that construction. He stated that, when

the students were presented with the challenge, they suggested contacting the Hub Club as they saw the club as a
group that knew how to get things done. Stuckey is working
with a committee from the Hub Club to identify businesses
and organizations that might have access to grants, etc., that
can assist with the project. President Fluegge distributed
cards, asking club members to help identify such groups.
Stuckey also announced that the annual FFA banquet will be
Monday, February 15 and the FFA/Hub Club pancake breakfast Wednesday, February 17.
There was no additional business to be conducted.
Terry and Janet Dempsey received the Service to Agriculture award. They were introduced by program emcee
Denny Schmidt who reviewed some of the many things they
have been involved in. The Dempseys are the 37th recipients
of the award, Speaking during the program were Sharon
Gulden, Richard and Sylvia Salvati, foster daughter Christine
Kotten, and the Dempseys’ son Matthew.
President Fluegge presented the Service to Agriculture
plaque on behalf of the club. In their response, Janet and
Terry thanked the club for selecting them, stated that they
were honored to be selected, but noted that many others are
also deserving.
Winners of a free year of club membership in the earlybird drawing were Del and Adelle Fischer.
With Randy Schroeder doing the drawing, volunteers
distributed the numerous door prizes that had been collected
by Del Fischer.
President Fluegge introduced the new officers and asked
them to come forward. She then turned the meeting over to
new president Dennis Sjogren. He commended the club on
all that it has accomplished—and is looking forward to the
coming year. He also gave an “atta girl” to retiring president
Fluegge for her work.
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

New Ulm FFA members Alec Harder and Chris Maurer, along with
advisor Scott Stuckey, updated the club on activities.

