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Congrats to Michele Schroeder, Service to Ag recipient
Michele Schroeder of rural Courtland is the 2018 recipient
of the club’s Service to Agriculture Award. Five past award recipients informed Michele of the honor when they walked into
her office at Upper Midwest Management Monday, November
13. The Service to Agriculture Award recognizes a person or
persons who promote agriculture in the community.
Schroeder will be recognized at the club’s annual banquet
and meeting Monday, January 22 at the Courtland Community
Center.
From her youth growing up on a McLeod County dairy
farm to the present, Michele is an ag promoter extraordinaire.
She’s involved in ag-related organizations “on both sides of the
river”—in both Nicollet and Brown Counties.
Although she claims to have been shy and quiet before she
joined 4-H in the fifth grade, that didn’t last long. She was soon
an officer in Sibley County’s Weeping Willows 4-H Club and
went on to be a State 4-H Ambassador, a McLeod County pork
ambassador and dairy princess, and a runner-up to Princess Kay
of the Milky Way. After completing a bachelor’s degree in an-

year as club vice
president, she became the club’syoungest president
at age 29—then
stayed on another
year when the
club was struggling and officers
were difficult to
find. She created
awareness and
helped revitalize
the club by heading several strategic planning sessions and encouraging new leaders to step forward, while herself taking on the role of secretary for 2010.
Since 2011, she’s been a committee member or chair of
the club’s annual Farm Show, she started the very successful
every-other-year Family Night on the Dairy Farm and continues to head it, and she chaired the club’s 40th anniversary celebration.
And that’s all while working with a variety of Nicollet
County, Brown County, and state organizations. Over the
years, she’s been princess coordinator for Nicollet County
— Continued on page 2
Michele Schroeder was speechless (for just a few seconds) when
Hub Club member Denny Schmidt presented the balloons that
announced that she’s the newest recipient of the club’s Service to
Agriculture Award, above. Previous recipients present were, from
left, Denny Schmidt, Kerry Hoffmann, Janine Enter, and Terry
Dempsey. Not pictured: Ruth Klossner.

imal and plant systems, with an emphasis in dairy production, Schroeder went on to work with a number of
agricultural organizations—Minnesota Farm Bureau
Federation, Christenson Farms, Farmer Publications,
KNUJ/SAM, and Minnesota Milk Producers Association. Since 2011, Schroeder has been an ag appraiser
with Upper Midwest Management in New Ulm. She
and husband Jason also operate a 60-cow, 330-acre dairy
farm northwest of Courtland.
Michele is the Hub Club’s busiest bee—ready, willing, and able to tackle pretty much any project. After a

Upcoming Events
December Board Meeting—Tuesday, Dec. 5, 5:15 p.m., UMMC
Farm Show Committee Meeting—Tuesday, December 12, noon,
Bank Midwest, Center & Broadway (note change of date)
January Board Meeting—Tuesday, January 2, 5:15 pm., UMMC
Banquet, Annual Meeting & Service to Ag Presentation—Monday, January 22, 6:30 p.m.social, 7:00 p.m. dinner, Courtland Community Center

Contact information for 2017 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net
Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-228-8519; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com
Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

A message from our president, Brian Fischer
There was a very nice turnout for our fall social November 20 at St. George. Thank yous go out to Kevin
and Beth Fluegge for preparing the chops, Lehar Catering of Fairfax for doing the rest of the meal, Alma Forst
and MaryJane Beranek for table setup and decorations,
and Ken Reckard for organizing the beverages. Overall,
it was a nice evening of visit and socializing.
Congratulations to Michael Schroeder for being
named recipient of the Service to Ag Award. Thank you
to the Hub Club’s previous recipients of the award for

their work on the selection.
It’s hard to believe, but my time for being the club
leader is running out. Where did the year go?
As we approach the club’s annual meeting, the board
is preparing a slate of candidates for office. Two positions—second vice president and one director—are
open. If you’re interested, please give me a call and I
can give you more information.
Brian

Service to Ag Award—continued
Dairy Association, board member for New Ulm Chamber of
Commerce, president of Brown County Farm Bureau, an assistant for the state Princess Kay program, an adult advisor for
the Minnesota Junior Holstein Association, secretary of Immanuel Lutheran School’s PTL and P.R. person for the school’s
150th anniversary, decorating committee member at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, chief planner for a county dairy celebration
in Bernadotte, promoted Nicollet County Farm Bureau’s wellattended state buffer law informational meeting with state legislators, and recently became co-key leader of Milford 4-H.
Michele moved to New Ulm in 2001 when she was hired
as a program director for Minnesota Farm Bureau. While looking for an apartment, she saw the Hub Club’s sign on South
Broadway and thought, “I want to join—I like to promote ag.”
She learned more about the club at Farmfest and, “joined the
Hub Club before I joined a church in town.”
She distinctly remembers being involved in the Hub Club’s
Picnic in the Park in the summer of 2002. “Everyone was so
nice that I decided to stay in New Ulm, even though I had considered moving elsewhere,” she said. It didn’t hurt that she met
Jason a few weeks later, either!. They were married two years
later.
Jason and Michele have three children—all well known to
Hub Club members as they have accompanied her to activities

since they were little tykes. Alex is now eight, Aiden five, and
April two-and-a-half.
Of the fact that she’s always on the go, volunteering with
various groups, she commented, “Our kids think that that’s just
what you do…you just load up the car—or gooseneck trailer—
and go somewhere to help!”
She added, “Sometimes you have to juggle things. Jason
agreed with me when I said I didn’t want a cabin, a deck, a
grill, a camper, or to travel—I want to be able to volunteer.
That was our pact. We also have a rule that we can only be on
one board at a time.” (For the Hub Club’s sake, it’s a good thing
that Michele defines “boards” and “committees” differently!)
When asked what drives her to do the things she does,
Michele responded, “It’s the people, the friendships. I remember, when I was in the eighth grade, a teacher wrote on the
board, ‘There are three kinds of people—those who watch
things happen, those who wonder what happened, and those
who make things happen.’” Fortunately, Michele is in the last
group.
Schroeder is honored and humbled to be named the 40th
recipient of the Hub Club’s award.
“I don’t know what to say. I enjoy the Hub Club. I felt so
welcome and I made so many friends. If not for the Hub Club,
I probably wouldn’t have stayed in the New Ulm area.”

The Hub Club “Pancake Crew”
made and served pancakes for a big
crowd at KNUJ’s annual FarmCity Day at the Youth Coliseum on
the Brown County Fairgrounds
Friday, November 3.
Doing the honors for the Hub
Club were Duane Laffrenzen, Del
Fischer, Jr., Nick Peters, Delmar
Ranweiler, Kevin Yager, and
Harold Remme.

Hub Club grilled pancakes
for KNUJ’s Farm-City Day

Circle the date...
The Hub Club’s annual meeting, banquet,
and Service to Ag roast is set
for Monday, January 22
at the Courtland
Community Center

Farm Show planning meeting
The second meeting to plan the 2018 Farm Show
will be Tuesday, December 12 at noon at the new
Bank Midwest. If you’d like to volunteer to be on the
committee, please contact chair Don Sanderson at 3548524 or don@ sandersonsf.com. (Note change of date.)

Hub Club to award scholarships
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—with a total
value of about $5,000—to current seniors at NUHS, NUC, or
MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member (attending
any school)—and planning to study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.
Applications are available from school counselors or can be
requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hubclub@newulmtel.net. Applications deadline is March 15.

Secretary has new email address
Hub Club secretary Ruth Klossner is changing her email provider.
As a result, she has a new email address—cowladyruth@gmail.com.
Or, email can be sent to hubclub @newulmtel.net.

Meeting Minutes
November 7, 2017; Bank Midwest
The November 7, 2017 meeting of the Hub Club was called
to order by president Brian Fischer at 5:15 p.m. Also in attendance were vice presidents Beth Fluegge and Ken Reckard,
treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, secretary Ruth Klossner, and directors Doug Schottle, Randy Schroeder, Don Sanderson, Marie
Guggisberg, and Kevin Yager.
The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. The minutes of the October meeting, as published and summarized, were
approved on a motion by Fluegge and second by Schroeder; motion carried. The treasurer’s report was presented by Hillesheim
and showed a checking balance of $31,022.25. Guggisberg
moved and Reckard seconded approval; motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported that membership is 151.
Public Relations. No report.
Events. Will be reported under old business.
OLD BUSINESS
Hub Club Apparel. Hillesheim motioned and Fluegge seconded that prices for Hub Club apparel be established at $55 for
jackets, $50 for two-tone hoodies, and $29 for hoodies; motion
carried. All items will be pre-ordered; no inventory will be kept.
Day of Caring Breakfast. Yager reported that the event went
well and thanked the workers— Bob and Sharlene Ahlers,
Michelle Oswald, Ken Reckard, Nick Peterson, Del Fischer, Jr.,
and Harold Remme.
KNUJ/SAM Farm City Day Breakfast. The club supplies
labor and grills for this event. Workers were Delmar Ranweiler,
Duane Laffrenzen, Del Fischer, Jr., Harold Remme, Nick Peter-

son, and Yager. Several suggested that the grills be cleaned and
checked before the next breakfast; Yager will see that it’s done.
NEW BUSINESS
Fall Social at St. George. Fischer reported that the Pork Producers will grill chops, with the rest of the meal catered in at a
cost of $6.00.
Farm Show. Fluegge motioned and Guggisberg seconded
that the club pay for billboards for just one month, at a cost of
$1,000; motion carried.
Recruitment of New Board Members. A new second vice
president and a director to fill Denny Sjogren’s one year term
will be needed. Fischer volunteered to seek candidates; volunteers are welcome.
Proposed By-Law Revisions. Will be acted on at Fall Social.
Annual Meeting Venue. Reckard motioned and Guggisberg
seconded that the price of the meal be set at $20, the same as last
year; motion carried. Fluegge motioned and Reckard seconded
approval of the menu—fried chicken, meatballs, and BBQ ribs,
along with mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, and lettuce salad.
School Ag Credit. Schottle noted that ag landowners are eligible for ag credit for school funding.
Service to Ag Selection. Klossner reported that the committee would meet Monday, November 13.
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Yager and second
by Guggisberg at 6:21 p.m. The next meeting is Tuesday, December 5 at 5:15 p.m., at Upper Midwest Management.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Membership Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2017; St. George Parish Hall
A brief membership meeting was held during the Fall Social
at the St. George Parish Hall, Monday, November 20. President
Brian Fischer called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m., after the
meal.
Fischer thanked everyone who pitches in at Hub Club
events—breakfasts, Bavarian Blast, Family Night on the Dairy
Farm, and more.
The purpose of the meeting was to act on proposed changes
to the club’s by-laws, as recommended by the board of directors.
Copies of the proposed changes had been emailed or mailed to
all members over the previous two months.
Fischer asked for questions or concerns from the audience.

Hearing none, Beth Fluegge motioned and John Luepke seconded acceptance of the by-laws as presented.
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. on a motion by Luepke
and second by Marie Guggisberg.
In reference to how icy the roads, streets, and sidewalks
were at last year’s annual meeting, club member Ann Vogel and
Fischer demonstrated the “penguin walk” to use if such conditions should return. She gave membership chair Randy
Schroeder some ice melt, just in case, and gave out several other
penguin items as memories of that night.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Open house at Ruth’s Cow Collector’s Mooseum
Everyone is invited to stop by the open house at Ruth
Klossner’s Cow Collector’s Mooseum in Bernadotte Sun-

day, December 3 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Area youth will
be tour guides. Cookies and milk will be served.

Nearly 70 club members enjoyed a great meal and time to visit at the fall social Monday, November 20. The pork producers grilled their delicious chops and Lehar Catering made the rest
of the meal. After the meal, a slide show of photos from the past year’s activities was shown.
It was a fun evening and a way to say thanks to all our members who work hard for the club
and community all year. (And to get a refresher on the “penguin walk” just in case it gets icy!)

Fall social at St.George Hall

School Building Bond Agricultural Credit
The School Building Bond Agricultural Credit, worth
between $35 million and $52 million each year for owners
of agricultural property, will support good quality schools in
our communities by helping to relieve rising property taxes
on Minnesota farmers.
• The credit applies to all property classified as agricultural land, rural vacant land, and managed forest land, excluding the house, garage, and surrounding one acre of land
on an agricultural homestead.
• The credit is 40% of the tax on the property attributable

to school district-bonded debt levies.
• The credit applies all school debt levies, whether or not
they are voter-approved. It also applies to future levies.
• The credit is first available for your 2018 property
taxes, and is in place for future years.
Those who qualify will see a line on their Proposed
Taxes issued this year. Notices were sent between November
10 and 24. If you have questions, contact your county auditor.
~Information from the MN Department of Revenue

