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The 2019 Farm Show committee held its first planning
meeting in October, with the next set for November 13. The com-

mittee is making  plans for another great farm show. 

Randy and Carol
Schroeder of rural Morgan
are the 2019 winners of the
Hub Club’s Service to Agri-
culture Award. Five past
award recipients informed
the Schroeders of the honor
when they visited Frandsen
Bank where Randy is a vice
president, Tuesday,  Novem-
ber 13. Carol heard the an-
nouncement on speaker-
 phone as members told
Randy of the honor. 

The Service to Agricul-
ture Award recognizes a
person or persons who promote agriculture in the community. 

The Schroeders will be recognized at the club’s annual ban-
quet and meeting Monday, January 21 at the New Ulm Com-
munity Center.

Randy and Carol have been members of the Hub Club for
about 30 years. While they were inactive for a few years when
Randy’s work took him away from New Ulm, they’ve been very
involved in recent years. Randy has been the club’s membership
chairman since 2012 and served a year as club vice president.
He’s a current board member. Both Randy and Carol volunteer
at the Farm Show and Bavarian Blast and Randy works the Cash
Wise Brat Stand. Randy arranges the annual banquet and Carol

greets guests with a smile as she checks
them in. 

After working 24 years with Farm
Credit Services, Randy joined Frandsen
Bank and Trust in 2006. He’s Vice Presi-
dent, Ag and Business Lending, working

primarily with farmers. His clients include about 60 farmers.
“Ag lending is challenging now—it’s not a great deal of

fun,” he admitted. “There are no good answers right now but we
try to be as creative as we can to keep people farming.”

Randy grew up on a Century Farm in Eden Township of
Brown County, rural Morgan. Randy’s brother Gary now runs
the home farm. Their parents, Harill and Eileen, live in Sleepy
Eye.

After being Star Chapter Farmer and graduating from Mor-
gan High School in 1978, Randy went on to double major in
agribusiness and business administration at Southwest Min-
nesota State University in Marshall. It was there that Randy and
Carol met when she worked in food service. She still recalls the
“tall, dark, and handsome” student who kept coming back for
more food. 

They were married in 1983, right after Carol graduated with
a business administration/management and computer degree.

Carol grew up in Windom where her dad, Bob Byers, was

Upcoming Events
• Dec. Meeting—Tues., Dec. 4, 5:15 p.m., UMMC

• Jan. Meeting—Thurs., Jan. 3, 5:15 p.m., UMMC

• Farm Show Meeting—Tues., Jan. 8, 12:01 pm., Bank
Midwest Conference Room

• Annual Meeting, Banquet & Service to Ag presenta-
tion—Mon., Jan. 21, Community Center, New Ulm

Randy & Carol Schroeder to receive Service to Ag award

— Continued on page 3

Past Service to Ag recipients Del Fischer, Vern Gieseke, Michele Schroeder, Ruth Klossner, and Joe Maidl
announced the news to Randy at the bank while Carol heard it on speakerphone (held by Michele).



Contact information for 2018 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
1st Vice President Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net
2nd Vice President Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com
Secretary Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net 
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Membership Director Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Events Director Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Pub. Rel. Director Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Director-at-Large Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
Director-at-Large Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Director-at-Large Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

A message from our president, Beth Fluegge
The Year 2018 is nearly in the books and we have so many things to be

thankful for. We also have plenty of people to thank—especially our board
members. Without their leadership and commitment, our club would not be
nearly as successful as it is. 

If you are interested in being on the board or willing to take the second
vice president position, please contact me or anyone on the board. We love
new faces because new faces bring new ideas and talents.  We would love to
have you on the board.  

I hope you have a blessed and peaceful Christmas Season. Beth

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, November 6, 2018; UMMC
The November Farm City Hub Club board meeting was

called to order at 5:18 p.m. by vice president Christina
Schwab. Also in attendance were treasurer Shannon
Hillesheim, secretary Ruth Klossner, and directors Doug
Schottle, Don Sanderson, Randy Schroeder, Brian Fischer,
Kevin Yager, and Marie Guggisberg. President Beth Fluegge
arrived later. 

The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by
Schroeder and second by Sanderson. The minutes of the Oc-
tober meeting, as published and summarized, were approved
on a motion by Sanderson and second by Fischer; motion
carried. Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report that
showed a checking balance of $40,532.44. Klossner moved
and Schroeder seconded approval; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported 141 memberships.
Public Relations. Sanderson reported that the second Farm

Show planning meeting will be November 13. The 2019 show
dates are March 8-9; in 2020, the dates will be March 6-7.

Events. Yager reported that the Day of Caring Breakfast
went well. He had plenty of help, with the crew serving
about 130 to 150.

OLD BUSINESS
Fundraising Ideas. Schroeder reported that he had talked

to the Chamber about Octoberfest. Food stands are welcome.
If we want to do one, we should notify the Chamber in Au-
gust.

NEW BUSINESS
Hub Club’s 45th Anniversary in 2019. Board members

were encouraged to start thinking about ideas. 
Board of Directors. One director two-year term expires.

The board is seeking a candidate for the second vice presi-
dent position.

KNUJ Farm City Day. Yager reported that he has enough
volunteers.

Service to Ag Nominees. Klossner asked for any addi-
tional nominations. The selection committee will meet next
week.

The meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m. on a motion by Gug-
gisberg and second by Schwab.

The next meeting is Tuesday, December 4 at Upper Mid-
west. 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary



Hub Club’s Annual Banquet—Monday, January 21
The Hub Club’s annual banquet will be held Monday, January 21 at the Community Center on German Street in New Ulm.

Hahn’s Dining of Winthrop will cater, as it did last year.
Complete details—and a request for RSVPs—will be in the January newsletter. Tickets will be available after December 1

from Membership Chairman Randy Schroeder at Frandsen Bank. Cost is $20.
The evening will include the annual meeting, recognition of Randy and Carol Schroeder as the new Service to Ag winners,

and time to visit with friends.  Please mark the date on your 2019 calendar! 

Family: Husband Tony; children Liz, Megan,
Rachel, Matt, Jacob & Emily.

Club Member & Officer: Member 10+ years;
director-at-large the last two years.

Employer/Job Title: Kohls Weelborg Chevro-
let, office assistant since 2015; River Creek Nurs-
ery, bookkeeper since 1994.

Hometown: New Ulm; raised on a farm near
Searles.

Education/Degree: College of St. Benedict, BS de-
gree in Spanish.

Most influential person: My parents for in-
stilling a strong work ethic.

Favorite time of year: Fall—not only perfect
for outdoor adventures, but wonderful to see the
farmers in the field harvesting. 

Favorite hobbies: Hiking, bicycling, volleyball,
theater, spending time with family & friends.

Other organizations involved in: New Ulm
Community Theater; participated in two produc-

tions in the last year—so much fun!

Meet Your Hub Club Board Member: Marie Guggisberg

Service to Ag Award—continued
a pharmacist and her mother Audrey helped out. Carol’s first
jobs were pushing brooms and washing windows at the drug-
store. Her parents instilled, early on, the importance of offering
all people great customer service.

Randy and Carol have two sons. Dan is married to Kristen,
daughter of Hub Club members John and Lorna Luepke. Son
Kyle is single. All three live in St. Cloud.

Carol works from home, currently holding three part-time
remote jobs. With multiple computers and monitors, she said her
home office “looks like the control center for Star Trek.” She is
an account executive for Rauenhorst Recruiting Company. She
does QuickBooks online bank reconciliations and database or-
ganizing for Machalek Communications, Inc. and, she’s a job
developer on-line for Hokeness Consulting LLC. 

Carol has done all this in spite of being in a wheelchair since
2007 due to Devic's Disease (Neuromyelitis Optica), a form of
MS. Though she was originally right-handed, she has no dex-
terity in that hand and now does everything with her left hand. 

“None of the positions I hold are for those with disabilities.
I didn’t disclose my condition until after I was doing the job. By
then my employers knew I could do the work,” Carol said. “I
am thankful for all their trust and the responsibilities they have
given me and the confidence they have in my abilities.”

Carol is also thankful for Randy’s abilities to make
things easier for her. “He can find a way so I can work here
with all the monitors and get my wheelchair under the desk,”
she said. “He finds ways for us to live on the farm. The phys-
ical therapy people say he should patent some of the things
he’s made, like our ramp.”

Randy first made a wooden ramp but when it weathered, he
got metal hog flooring to make a new one. With holes in the
metal, the snow goes through.

“I’m so thankful for Randy. He has a wonderful sense of
humor. He’s hardworking and concerned and has deep roots.
He’s the kindest person I’ve ever met. I don’t know if he knows
how much I admire and respect him,” Carol said. “He’s a prob-
lem solver and a doer. He sees it and does it. He got his work
ethic and his values from his parents.”

Both Randy and Carol like to bike. When she no longer
could, Randy figured out a way to pull Carol’s manual wheel-
chair behind his bike. They enjoy going on bike trails and have
biked all the way from Willmar to New London and back, as
well as riding other trails.

Both Randy and Carol are active in their church, Zion
Lutheran in Morgan. Randy is the endowment committee chair
and is on the MVL Foundation Board. Carol has taught Sunday
and Bible school and played piano. She just added a new admin-
istrative bookkeeping position at church. She also volunteers as
remote administration assistant for the Lutheran Chapel Service,
communicating with over 40 WELS pastors and Martin Luther
College staff. 

Randy credits Carol with being the most influential person
in his life. He stated, “She continues to have a cheerful disposi-
tion in spite of her disabilities.” 

Randy is active with the New Ulm Chamber of Commerce
Willkommen Committee, the New Ulm Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, the Professional Referral Organization, and
South Central Farm Business Management Advisory Board.



Hub Club grilled pancakes 
for KNUJ’s Farm-City Day
The Hub Club “Pancake Crew”

made and served pancakes for a big
crowd at KNUJ’s annual Farm-City
Day at the Youth Coliseum on the
Brown County Fairgrounds Friday,
November 9. 

Hub Club members grilling, work-
ing behind the scenes, and cleaning up
were Harold Remme, Kevin Yager,
Duane Laffrenzen, Del Fischer, Jr.,

Next Farm Show meeting January 8
The third meeting to plan the 2019 Farm Show will be Tuesday, Jan-

uary 8 at noon at Bank Midwest. If you’d like to volunteer to be on the
committee, please contact chair Don Sanderson at 354-8524 or don@
sandersonsf.com. 

Hub Club scholarships
The Hub Club will award five or six schol-

arships—with a total value of about $5,000—
to current seniors at NUHS, NUC, or MVL,
or the son or daughter of a Hub Club member
(attending any school)—and planning to study
ag, ag business, or natural resources at the
post-secondary level. Students must have a 2.0
GPA. 

Applications are available from school
counselors or can be requested from Duane
Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank (dlaffrenzen@cit-
izensmn.com) or from hubclub@newulm
tel.net. Applications deadline is March 15.

Delmar Ranweiler,  and
David and Chris Goplin.
(Not sure what Kevin &
Del were doing there!)

New Ulm FFA to host bloodmobile
The New Ulm FFA chapter will sponsor a blood drive Friday, December

28 at the high school. The drive is open to the public, and FFA members would
love to see some Hub Club members there.

Appointments are available from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. To sign up, visit
the Red Cross website at redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive and type in
New Ulm’s zip code (56073). Or, appointments can be made by emailing
Kelsey Brandt at kbrandt@newulm.k12.mn.us.


