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An ad hoc Hub Club greenhouse committee has been
meeting over the last few months, with a goal of securing
funding for a greenhouse at the new high school and—
more recently—to consider problems created by the slab
for the building that was installed without a drainage op-
tion. 

Club members involved at some point during the
process included Don Sanderson, Jeff Nelson, Shannon
Hillesheim, Joe Maidl, Denny Sjogren, Mark Bergman,
Scott Stuckey, Randy Schroeder, and Brian Fischer.

After meeting early this week, Fischer prepared this re-
port.

ISD #88 Green House Project
The Green House Committee met at Design Home

Center July 25 to receive and review project updates. Con-
cerns over a pad that was poured months ago in preparation
for a new greenhouse led the discussion. 

Related issues were considered. Among them the
longevity of the slab in regards to how it was constructed,
limitations of desired geothermal systems below the slab,
and heating in that the existing slab does not have a perime-
ter foundation or insulation beneath the slab which will not
allow a condition space. 

Methods of drainage were discussed with no conclu-
sion. The slab poured has no provisions for underground
drainage. Location of the slab prohibits connecting to the
sanitary sewer which is located on the other side of the
building. Exposed drainage or draining to storm sewer is

not allowed. Further discussion is needed to help rectify
the issue. Ideas such as lift pumps and holding tanks were
discussed.

Alternative energy systems have been explored. Esti-
mates gathered by local contractors are on file. Systems
such as geothermal, radiant floor heat, solar hot air, and
solar panel have been filed for future plans as funding is
secured.

The school district has picked up the tab for the con-
crete slab that was poured, as well as locating utilities into
the building. Additional funding for the project has tenta-
tively been raised by the Ag Department, with the Farm-
City Hub Club assisting. The cost of the greenhouse and
installation, approximately $56,000, has been designated.
The committee has been told that the greenhouse is on
order and the installation of the project should be done
prior to school opening.

Discussion about leaving or replacing the slab was fi-
nalized by the committee, conceding by consensus to leave
the existing slab. The committee concluded that removing
the slab created no relief for drainage, which was, and still
is, a huge concern. The committee also recognizes that the
existing slab is not in violation of any codes. The slab falls
under the district’s warranty and the timing of removal
could be detrimental to the school project’s timeline. The
project will forfeit the possibilities of a geothermal heat
system, but other possible alternative energy systems will
be explored.   

Update on New Ulm High School Greenhouse Project

A message from our president, Dennis Sjogren
With another Bavarian Blast in the history books,

big thanks go to all the volunteers who make this event
possible. Deanna and I had a great time with the potato
brigade at St. George. Where else can 30 some volun-
teers challenge 350 pounds of spuds and come out the
winner? Pop and beer were good, but even better the
brats, potato salad, and cake to celebrate the victory.  

The Forst and Fluegge families were great to keep
our Hub Club and Pork Producers on task at the fair-
grounds. Saturday night at the food booth was very
busy—and then the additional excitement of the re-
peated storm warnings and, finally, closing down
around 9:30 p.m. and watching the rain and wind come

crashing in. Doug Schottle and I—plus several hundred
others—enjoyed the Dan Witucki band entertain those
who found their way to the shelter. 

If there are pancakes to be made, count on the Del-
bert and Delmar team  of  Fischer and Ranweiler. They
made their way to St. Peter to assist the Nicollet County
Farm Bureau at the Breakfast on the Farm (actually at
the fairgrounds this year).  

The Greenhouse committee had been very busy,
working  closely with Ag Advisor Jeff Nelson. See com-
mittee chairman Brian Fischer’s update in this issue.  
Enjoy what we have left of summer !

Denny



Contact information for 2016 Hub Club Officers
President Dennis Sjogren—Phone: 507-228-8519; Email: sjogren8519@gmail.com
1st Vice President Brian Fischer—Phone: 507-354-2674; Email: brianf@designhomecenter.com
2nd Vice President Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Secretary Ruth Klossner – Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowlady@centurylink.net or hubclub@newulmtel.net 
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim – Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Membership Chair Randy Schroeder – Phone: 507-233-4797; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com

On behalf of the Bavarian Blast Committee, we would
like to thank the 105 volunteers from both The Farm City
Hub Club and The Nicollet County Pork Producers that
helped to make Bavarian Blast a big success. 

The weather was immaculate and things went very
smoothly. We had a terrific pre-fest on Thursday, and Friday
was fabulous. Saturday was superior. We want to recognize
the Saturday afternoon and Saturday evening crews. It was
hectic enough, running out of buns—which is a good
thing—but when the storm warnings came, everyone did
what they could to batten down the hatches and brace for
what was coming.  

Thank God above, the storm was short-lived and we
were able to try to reopen at 10:30 p.m. Although reopening
was short lived, we did the best we could. Sunday morning
was better than anticipated, and Sunday's parade kicked off

a great finale for the weekend. 
We are very grateful for everyone who volunteered and

took the time out of their schedule. We are getting the final
numbers, but if the early results are any indication of the
weekend, we did VERY WELL!  Way to go Farm-City Hub
Club!!!

We heard lots of positive feedback from all realms of
people. If you have any feedback or ideas for next year, or
would like to be on the planning committee, please contact
Beth Fluegge.

The Bavarian Blast Food Stand Committee-
Beth & Kevin Fluegge

Jerome, Alma and Jim Forst
Rick Altmann (NCPP)

Jeff Schwerman (NCPP)

From Paul Macho, New Ulm Fire Chief—
Farm-City Hub Club Members,

On behalf of the New Ulm Fire Department, I would like
to thank the Farm-City Hub Club for inviting and providing us
with a booth at the Farm Show. This opportunity allows us to
share essential fire safety information with community mem-
bers. We sincerely thank you for your efforts in supporting the
work we do, and for having the safety of our community mem-
bers in mind.

From Scholarship Recipient Mariah Vogel—
Dear Mr. Laffrenzen & Hub Club Members,

Thank you so much for this tremendous scholarship oppor-
tunity. These funds will be helpful as I continue my education
at the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point. I am so appre-

ciative of all the opportunities that the Hub Club presents to
the next generation of agriculturalists and I thank you for your
continued support of the FFA and other ag students.

From Scholarship Recipient Lee Webster—
Thank you for choosing me as a recipient for the New Ulm

Hub Club Scholarship.

From State Senator Kathy Sheran—
Dear Mr. Sjogren and Hub Club Members,

I read in the Lafayette Nicollet Ledger about the New Ulm
Farm-City Hub Club’s donations to the Nicollet and Brown
County 4-H Federations, and I wanted to write to thank you
and your organization. Your support of agriculture and youth
education does not go unnoticed.

Thank You Notes Received

Upcoming Hub Club Events
• No August Meeting

• Sept. Meeting—Tues., Sept. 6, 5:15 p.m., UMMC         • Oct. Meeting—Tues., Oct. 4, 5:15 p.m, UMMC

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
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From potato peeling Tuesday through set-
up and clean-up, Hub Club and Pork Pro-
ducer members worked together to make
the Bavarian Blast food stand a huge suc-
cess. Many, many thanks to everyone who
pitched in—in any way—throughout the
week. It takes a lot of willing workers to
make it go!

Volunteers peeled po-
tatoes Tuesday and set
things up Thursday. 



Meeting Minutes 
July 5, 2016; Upper Midwest Management

The secretary was unable to attend the July meeting and, un-
fortunately, the notes taken by another member have been lost. It

appears that any action taken at the July meeting will have to be
reconsidered at the September meeting. (No meeting in August) 

Hub Club Grills and ‘Grillers’ at 
Farm Bureau Breakfast on Farm

Not only the Hub Club pancake grills, but veteran pancake “grillers” Del
Fischer, Jr., and Delmar Ranweiler traveled to St. Peter for the Nicollet
County Farm Bureau Breakfast on the Farm Saturday, July 23. As usual,
the two grilled up a lot of great pancakes for the people gathered in the air-
conditioned Johnson Hall. About 300 attended.
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