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Hub Club Annual Meeting
and Banquet
About 120 Hub Club members and guests gathered at the New Ulm Community Center for the Hub Club’s annual meeting, banquet, and Service to
Agriculture presentation Monday, January 21.
Service to Ag recipients Randy and Carol Schroeder were “roasted and
toasted” in fine fashion by
friends and co-workers.
Randy and Carol had plenty
to laugh about as the speakers told tales.
Always the workers,
Randy and Carol refused offers to have someone else
take over their jobs of registration and welcoming guests. They greeted everyone, distributed name tags, and made
sure everyone signed up for door prizes.

Jim Bartels emceed the Service to Ag roast, with speakers Duane Laffrenzen, Paul Guggisberg, and Mike Schwartz.

The New Ulm Community Center was a great venue for the annual banquet.

A message from our new president, Ken Reckard
I was happy to see so many club members and honored
guests at our annual meeting. It is a special time to come together as an organization and celebrate, not only our Service
to Agriculture award recipients, but to connect in fellowship
with members, friends, and families. Everyone enjoyed the
meal and the chance to re-connect. Thanks to all who helped
to make the annual meeting a success.
Do you know that it was also the first annual meeting of
the last three that the weather did not play a huge factor? Re-

member last year—we had to reschedule and two years ago
we worried about the ice! Glad we didn’t have to use Dr.
Ann’s good advice about “Walk Like a Penguin.”
A new officer team was elected, and I look forward to
working with it as we race into 2019. As you know, several
events and activities are scheduled and will be here before
we know it. Please check the newsletter and our website
farmcityhubclub.net for all the details. See you soon at one
of our events!
Ken

Meeting Minutes — Tuesday, January 3, 2019; UMMC
The January 3, 2019 Farm-City Hub Club board meeting
was called to order at 5:16 p.m. by vice president Ken Reckard.
Also in attendance were treasurer Shannon Hillesheim, secretary
Ruth Klossner, and directors Don Sanderson, Randy Schroeder,
Doug Schottle, Brian Fischer, and Kevin Yager. President Beth
Fluegge arrived shortly after the meeting opened.
The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. The minutes of the December meeting, as published and summarized,
were approved on a motion by Sanderson and second by Fischer;
motion carried. Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report.
Klossner moved and Schroeder seconded approval; motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Schroeder reported 142 memberships.
Public Relations. Sanderson reported that the next Farm
Show planning meeting will be January 8 and updated the board
on billboards and Farm Show brochures.
Events. Yager reported that the next pancake breakfast will
be during FFA Week; the date is Wednesday, February 20.
OLD BUSINESS
Farm Show/Anniversary Display. Reckard motioned and
Schroeder seconded that Fischer get a proof for a Farm Show
banner to put up at Design Home; motion carried. Klossner mo-

tioned and Schottle seconded to allocate up to $500 for a 45th
Anniversary Display to put up at the Farm Show and at future
events; motion carried.
Fundraising Ideas. Tabled.
NEW BUSINESS
Officer Slate. Fischer reported that Julie Wilson has agreed
to be a candidate for second vice president. Schroeder motioned
and Fischer seconded approval of the proposed slate of officers
presented in the January newsletter, with the addition of Wilson;
motion carried.
Annual Meeting Plans. Arrangements have been made for
the location, bar, and security. Board members selected the threemeat menu from Hahn’s printed menu.
Web Page Updating. Discussion was held on making the
page more user friendly. Board members will meet with a person
who may be able to do this.
By-Laws Update. Fischer reported that attorney Mary Kay
Mages is going over the revised by-laws. Several motions regarding it will need to be approved at the annual meeting.
February Meeting. Since several members will be gone on
the date of the regular February meeting, the board approved
moving the meeting to Thursday, February 7.
The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Contact information for 2019 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net
Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com
Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com
Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

Farm Show planning moving right along
The March 8-9 Farm Show at the
New Ulm Civic Center is our club’s
major fundraiser.
Don Sanderson is again chairing this
year’s show. Please share any ideas or
concerns with him. The club will again
run the food stand with Del Fischer, Jr.
and Mary Struss in charge.
• • •
Don writes, “The 2019 Farm-City
Hub Club Farm Show is fast approaching. You will see a new
look as we have adopted a new logo specific to the Farm Show.
Also, February 12, Farm Show billboards are scheduled to be
installed on Highway 15 North at Klossner, Highway 15 South
near County Road 25, and Highway 14 West past Menards.
Keep an eye out as you will see a new design incorporating the
new logo. March 7 will be set-up day and monthly meeting.
All hands on deck while we turn work into fun.”
• • •
Volunteers will be needed Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, March 7, 8 & 9 at these times—
• Show set-up Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m.
• Food stand Friday and Saturday
• Farm Show office Friday and Saturday
• Show cleanup Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
• And, bars are needed for the club’s food stand.
• • •
Many of you signed up to help at the annual meeting. For

those who didn’t, Michele Schroeder is
handling sign-up and/or make “reminder”
calls to get enough volunteers.
Please help make Michele’s job easier.
To offer to help, call Michele on her cell
at 276-4810. Shifts are usually two to
three hours. Michele can provide more details. Volunteers are asked to wear their
Hub Club shirts. Instructions will be
posted at the respective booth.
It’s not necessary to sign up to help with set-up or cleanup...just come! The more hands helping, the less time it takes.
(Pizza and pop will be furnished and the March meeting held
when Thursday evening’s set-up is done.)
As for the bars for the food stand...they should be a “crumble” bar that can be put in plastic wrap without sticking. (No
soft bars and no frosting that would make it difficult to package.) Please cut and individually bag the bars (in clear bags)
before you bring them.
•• •
To help members know which shifts still need workers—
and for those of you who have already sign up rememeber
which shift you volunteered for—the work and bar schedule,
as we have it now, is printed on the back page of this newsletter.
If everybody works together, we can make the 2019 Farm
Show another big success!!

Volunteers needed for FFA Breakfast
Kevin Yager is looking for about a half dozen volunteers to help at the Wednesday, February 20 pancake
breakfast at New Ulm Senior High. Serving will be from

6:30 to 9:30 a.m., so volunteers will have to “rise and
shine.” If you can help, please call Kevin at Citizens
Bank, 228-8283.

Meet Your New Hub Club Board Vice President: Julie Wilson
Family: Husband Cory, children Carter (10),
Leah (7), and Ashley (4). Own/operate a 60-head
dairy north of New Ulm and farm 460 acres.
Club Member/Officer: member since 2015,
elected 2nd vice president at annual meeting.
Employer/Job Title: Assistant Vice President/Business Banker at United Prairie Bank in
New Ulm.
Hometown: Sleepy Eye.
Education/Degree: Southwest Minnesota State University, Marshall, Agribusiness Management-Finance.
Most influential person: My dad, Richard Sellner.
His hard work and dedication of running a dairy/crop
operation instilled the same in me. I hope to pass that on

to my kids. He was able to do all of this with
many smiles to help us enjoy the work. I am glad
that my kids can grow up on a dairy farm like I
did—and learn responsibility and working as a
family.
Favorite time of year: Fall. I love the temperature and all the colors of blooming flowers and
harvest time.
Favorite hobbies: Watching the kids in their
many activities, playing piano, and trying my hand at
sewing a quilt right now.
Other organizations involved in: Kiwanis Club of
New Ulm, Southwest Minnesota State University Ag
Advisory Council.

Look at all that great food! Hahn’s Dining of
Winthrop catered the three-meat buffet with all
the fixings.
Club treasurer Shannon Hillesheim reported on the 2018
club finances.

Service to Ag recipients Randy and Carol Schroeder, front left, are pictured
with family members. Randy’s parents, Eileen and Harill, are seated with
them. Back: son and daughter-in-law Dan and Kristen Schroeder and sisterin-law and brother Mary Jo and Gary Schroeder. Son Kyle could not attend

Duane Laffrenzen introduced 2018 scholarship recipients Hannah
Altmann and Jacob
Radloff. They thanked
the club and updated
members on their college experiences.

Scholarship thank yous
Scholarship recipients Claire Bastian and Nic Syverson sent
notes as they were unable to attend the banquet.
Claire wrote, “I would like to thank the Hub Club for supporting students in ag. I am currently attending South Dakota State
University. I would like to personally thank the Hub Club for the
scholarship awarded me. The money is greatly appreciated and
will be used towards my tuition. Thank you for all you do!
• • •
Nic wrote, “I am currently enrolled at Alexandria Tech/Comm.
College. I recently finished my first semester. My schooling is
going well. I passed all my classes with a B or higher. I just started
my second semester last week. Everything is going well so far.

Special thanks
to Christina
Schwab who
set up table
decorations of
flowers and
farm animal
silhouettes
that she has
at her shop,
Inspired.

Upcoming Events
• Farm Show Meeting—Tues., Feb. 5, 12:01 p.m,
Bank Midwest
• February Board Meeting—Thurs., Feb. 7, 5:15 p.m.,
UMMC
• FFA Week Pancake Breakfast—Wed., Feb. 20, New
Ulm Senior High School
• Farm-Show Set-up, followed by March Board Meeting—Thurs., Mar. 7, 5:15 p.m., Civic Center
• Farm Show 2019—Fri.-Sat., Mar. 8-9, Civic Center, Fairgrounds.
Ag Day Parade—Tues., Mar. 19, 10:30 a.m.

Applications available for Hub Club scholarships
The Hub Club will award five or six scholarships—
with a total value of about $5,000—to current seniors at
NUHS, NUC, or MVL, or the son or daughter of a Hub
Club member (attending any school)—and planning to
study ag, ag business, or natural resources at the post-sec-

ondary level. Students must have a 2.0 GPA.
Applications are available from school counselors or
can be requested from Duane Laffrenzen at Citizens Bank
(dlaffrenzen@citizensmn.com) or from hubclub@newulm
tel.net. Application deadline is March 15.

Banquet memories

2018 President Beth Fluegge
and 2019 President Ken Reckard

Thank you, Beth, for your service!
New Service to Ag recipients Randy and Carol
Schroeder joined past award recipients who were
at the banquet. Front: Ruth Klossner, the Schroeders, Terry and Janet Dempsey, and Elmer Rolloff.
Back: Kevin Yager, Delbert Fischer, Jr., Kerry and
Steve Hoffman, Linda and Pete Neigebauer, and
MaryJane Beranek.

The 2019 Hub Club officers and directors. Front from left: Beth Fluegge, director-at-large; Marie Guggisberg, director-at-large; Julie Wilson, second vice
president; Kevin Yager, events director; and Ruth Klossner, secretary. Back:
Ken Reckard, president; Shannon Hillesheim, treasurer; Doug Schottle, director-at-large; Christina Schwab, first vice president; and Randy Schroeder, membership director. Not pictured: Don Sanderson, public relations director.
Ken Reckard and Randy Schroeder did the drawing for the early bird membership
refund—with Delmar Ranweiler the winner. Board members drew names for the numerous door prize drawings—and distributed
the many prizes that
member Del Fischer, Jr.,
collected. Thank you to
all the businesses that
provided the prizes.

Dues due now
Thank you to all who have already paid 2019 Hub
Club dues. If you missed the banquet and have
not paid your dues, they are $25 for the year,
payable to New Ulm Farm-City Hub Club.

Open house at Schroeder barn
Hub club members Jason and Michele Schroeder will hold
an open house at their new 3,000 head finishing barn, just
north of their house at 45318 551st Ave., Courtland (1-1/4
miles north of Hwy 14). Everyone is invited to the free family
event Sunday, February 3 from 11 am to 3 pm. Come to learn
how pigs will be raised in the barn. Food and giveaways.

Dues can be mailed to:
Randy Schroeder
33763 327th Ave.
Morgan, MN 56266
Or they may be dropped off at Frandsen Bank & Trust
in downtown New Ulm, to Randy's attention.

2019 Annual Meeting Minutes
Farm-City Hub Club, Monday, January 21, Community Center, New Ulm
The annual meeting and banquet of the New Ulm Hub Club
was held Monday evening, January 21, 2019 at the New Ulm
Community Center. During the social hour and dinner, members
viewed the 2018 year-in-review slide show. About 120 members and guests were present.
First vice president Ken Reckard gave the invocation before
the three-meat buffet meal prepared by Hahn’s Dining of
Winthrop.
The annual meeting of the Hub Club was called to order by
President Beth Fluegge at 7:54 p.m. Printed copies of the 2018
annual meeting minutes were available on the tables for members to review. A motion was made by Delbert Fischer, Jr. and
seconded by Dave Wendinger and the minutes were approved
on a voice vote.
Treasurer Shannon Hillesheim presented the treasurer’s report which showed a year-end balance of $37,845.24, compared
to $27,887.47a year ago. Hillesheim briefly reviewed the finances and noted that Farm Show income was up a bit while
Bavarian Blast was down a little. Wendinger motioned, Marie
Guggisberg seconded, and the report was approved on a voice
vote.
Fluegge presented the 2019 slate of officers, as printed in
the program. There were no nominations from the floor. Nominations ceased on a motion by David Luepke and second by
Tony Guggisberg. Jim Bartels motioned and Linda Wellmann
seconded casting a unanimous ballot; motion carried. Officers
elected were: President—Ken Reckard; 1st Vice President—
Christina Schwab; 2nd Vice President—Julie Wilson; Secretary—Ruth Klossner; Treasurer—Shannon Hillesheim;
Director-at-Large (3 years)—Marie Guggisberg; Director-atLarge (one year)—Beth Fluegge. Continuing Directors are:
Membership—Randy Schroeder; Events—Kevin Yager; Public
Relations—Don Sanderson; and At-Large—Doug Schottle.
Director Brian Fischer explained the legal requirements and
need to approve several motions in regards to the club’s revised
by-laws, approved in 2018. Shirley Bode moved and Wendinger
seconded a motion to waive any requirement for notice for the
purpose of the meeting; motion was approved unanimously.
Marie Guggisberg motioned and Jeff Nelson seconded a motion
to approve the Amended and Restated By-laws, as adopted by

FFA members
report at Hub
Club annual
meeting
New Ulm FFA officers reported on club
activities at the banquet. They are, from
left: Audra Bastian, Carter Brandes, Cassidy Platz, and Gracie Altmann. Advisers
Jeff Nelson and Kelsey Brandt are in the
background.

the Board of Directors on January 3, 2019; motion was approved unanimously.
Duane Laffrenzen reported that the scholarship committee
had selected six recipients for 2018—Hannah Altmann, Claire
Bastian, Matt Guggisberg, Jacob Radloff, Nick Syverson, and
Kendra VanDeest. Altmann and Radloff were present to thank
the club and report on their schooling. Laffrenzen read letters
from Bastian and Syverson, thanking the club for the scholarships and reporting on their schooling. Laffrenzen noted that
$67,300 in scholarships has been awarded to 108 students since
1994.
New Ulm FFA Advisors Jeff Nelson and Kelsey Brandt and
four chapter officers spoke about chapter activities. Officers
present were Audra Bastian, Carter Brandes, Cassidy Platz, and
Gracie Altmann.
There was no additional business to be conducted at the
meeting.
Randy and Carol Schroeder received the Service to Agriculture award. They was introduced by program emcee Jim Bartels who reviewed some of the many things they have done for
the club and community. The Schroeders are the 40th recipients
of the award. Speaking during the program were Mike
Schwartz, president of Frandsen Bank; bank customer Paul
Guggisberg; and former co-worker Duane Laffrenzen.
In their response, the Schroeders thanked the club and noted
how honored they are to be recognized.
Fluegge presented the Service to Agriculture plaque on behalf of the club.
Winner of a free year of club membership in the early-bird
drawing was Delmar Ranweiler.
With Brian Fischer doing the drawing, volunteers distributed the numerous door prizes that had been collected by Del
Fischer, Jr..
President Fluegge turned the meeting over to new president
Reckard. He introduced the 2019 officers and board and asked
them to come forward.
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. on a motion by Tony
Guggisberg.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

Farm Show OFFICE Work Schedule
Answer questions from exhibitors, trouble-shoot, announce seminars, etc.
Friday, March 8
8 to 11 am
11 am to 2 pm
2 to 5 pm
5 to 8 pm

1. Delmar Ranweiler
1. MaryJane Beranek
1. ________________
1. ________________

2. ______________
2. Dennis Sjogren
2. ______________
2. ______________

Overhead door__________
Bouncer: Alex Harder

Saturday, March 9
9 am to 12 pm
12 to 2 pm
2 to 5 pm

1. Barb Baumann
1. Kevin Yager
1. ________________

2. Rich Baumann
2. Cheri Yager
2. _______________

Bouncer: Mike Shaneman

Farm Show Food Stand Work Schedule
Set-up, serve/sell food, keep area clean, clean-up, etc.

Friday, March 8
10 am to 1 pm
1 to 4 pm
4 to 7 pm
5 to 8 pm

1. Adelle Fischer
1. Carol Hoffmann
1. Lorna Luepke
1. Julie Wilson

2. Marlene Ranweiler
2. Neal Hoffmann
2. _______________
2. _______________

3. Steve Hoffman
3. _______________

Saturday, March 9
9 am to 12 pm
11 am to 1 pm
1 to 4 pm
4 to 6 pm

1. Howard Aschenbrenner
1. Arlene Klingler
1. ________________
1. Adelle Fischer

2. Phyllis Aschenbrenner
2. Connie Brown
2. _______________
2. _______________

3. Eddie Brown
3. _______________

Pan of Bars for Food Stand
9x13 pan (cut in 9 pieces) or jellyroll pan (cut into 12 bars)
No soft or gooey frosted bars, please. Must crumble (no refrigeration)
Bring cut and individually wrapped in Saran Wrap or clear Ziploc bags
1. Sue Brandes
2. Adelle Fischer
3. Marlene Ranweiler
4. Marlene Ranweiler
5. Phyllis Aschenbrenner
6. Lorraine Olson
7. Shirley L. Bode
8. Linda Wellmann
9. Lorna Luepke
10. Ann Wendinger

11. Deanna Sjogren
12. Toni Laffrenzen
13. Yvonne Lager
14. Heidi Hagstrom
15. Janet Dempsey
16. Donna Luepke
17. LeAnna Fluegge
18. Barbara Baumann
19. Donna Fischer
20. Cheri Yager

21. Diana R. Lee Schaefer
22. Pat Reckard
23. Adelle Fischer
24. Joyce Halverson
25. _____________________
26. _____________________
27. _____________________
28. _____________________
29. _____________________
30. _____________________

