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The weather shortened our celebration!
The weather was great on Friday—but the forecast for a
Guest speaker Machinery Pete was a hit and spoke to large
nasty storm on Saturday shortened the 2019 Farm Show to just crowds at both of his talks. Thank you to Mages Land Comone day. It’s only the second time in 38 years that a day was pany & Auction Service for sponsoring Pete’s appearance.
lost to weather. The other time was 2002.
More Farm Show photos on Pages 4 & 5
Exhibitors and the Farm
Show Committee made the
Observations from the Farm Show chairman
decision to close early, just before the show opened Friday.
Considering the issue with weather, as predicted by various weather stations, the prospects
It was not the choice we
for Saturday were grim. Snow beginning at 7:00 a.m., with up to two inches an hour totaling
wanted to make, but we had to
six to 12 inches and winds gusting to 40 mph. Vendors polled, committee met, decision
think of the safety of exmade...cancel Saturday. The weather Saturday did not develop as predicted with snow amounts,
hibitors, club members, and
but the day was still dreary, wet, windy, and icy. It was an appropriate decision.
show visitors.
Weather aside, the Farm Show was successful in bringing in vendors that were very much
Hub Club members
ag related and a steady flow of attendees throughout the day Friday. In speaking with a few
pitched in to make the best of
vendors post show, they were happy that we made the decision to cancel and felt that we
the situation, with dozens and
quickly got the word out through the news media. That helped increase the numbers Friday.
dozens of volunteers joining
Otherwise, as one vendor shared, 'We had one very fruitful day which may have averted two
show organizers Don Sandervery slow days."
son and Jenny Eckstein; food
I want to acknowledge and thank club members who responded in force at 8:00 p.m. Fristand chairs Del Fischer, Jr.,
day to remove curtains, poles, tables, and chairs in record time...40 minutes to be exact. When
and Mary Struss; scheduler
discussing this with one of the vendors before teardown—whose manager was questioning
Michele Schroeder; and hospithe sanity of calling club members in at 8:00 p.m. to tear down, and expect them to stay until
tality chairs Bob and Sharlene
10:00 p.m. or later—the employee countered, “Stick around and watch poetry in motion. These
Ahlers and John and Leanna
people are experts and know what they are doing.”
Fluegge in making the show
So, another year behind us. Time will tell the impact on the financials, but—overall—a
run smoothly. What great help
good Farm Show and many successes to celebrate.
Don Sanderson
from our great members!

A message from our president, Ken Reckard
I am certain that all will be glad that the days are getting longer and warmer. We had a rough patch of weather
but now our thoughts can turn to Spring.
Want to say a big thank you to Don and his Farm
Show committee for another successful show. Thanks
also to all the volunteers. We appreciate all of you. Yes
we had to cancel the second day to err on the side of
safety...but, all in all, it was a very successful show.

The Ag Day Parade was held this week with great
support from the agricultural community. The weather
was great, especially considering what we had been having.
If you missed any of our events, check out our Facebook page and our website...the pictures are fantastic.
Thanks again and bring on Spring!
Ken

Upcoming Events
April Meeting—Tuesday, April 2, 5:15 p.m, UMMC
FFA Banquet—Sunday, May 5, New Ulm High School
May Meeting—Tuesday, May 7, 5:15 p.m., UMMC

June Meeting—Tuesday, June 4, 5:15 p.m., UMMC
Cash Wise Brat Stand—Fri.-Sat., June 7-8
SMnY Dairy Show & Pancake Breakfast—Tues., June 18

Meeting Minutes — Thursday, March 7, 2019; Civic Center
The March 7, 2019 meeting of the Hub Club was
called to order by president Ken Reckard at the Civic Center on the Brown County Fairgrounds at 6:49 p.m., after
Farm Show set-up and a pizza supper. In attendance were
about 60 club and FFA members who set up backdrop
poles and curtains, set up the food stand, and did other
tasks in preparation for the Farm Show the next day.
The meeting agenda was approved on a motion by
Beth Fluegge, and a second by Marie Guggisberg. The
minutes of the February meeting, as published, were approved on a motion by Brian Fischer and second by Del
Fischer, Jr. The treasurer’s report, presented by Doug
Schottle was approved on a motion by Randy Schroeder
and second by Kevin Yager; motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership. Randy Schroeder reported that membership is 138, with some members yet to renew.
Public Relations. Don Sanderson deferred to later on
the agenda.
Events. Kevin Yager deferred to later.
OLD BUSINESS
Farm Show. Sanderson reported that things were ready
and that 76 vendors would have 108 booths in the show.
Seminars will include Machinery Pete.
FFA Pancake Breakfast. Yager reported the breakfast
was a success, with about 375-400 served. Club and FFA

volunteers did a good job of keeping everything moving.
Website Updating. Brian Fischer reported that Foresee
Studio was chosen to update the web site and that work
has begun.
NEW BUSINESS
Ag Day Parade. Joe Maidl and Jeff Nelson reported
that plans are in place for the parade on Tuesday, March
19, starting at 10:30 a.m. FFA members have recruited participants.
Hub Club Scholarship Application Deadline. Members
were encouraged to spread the word of the March 15 deadline.
Highway 14 Meeting in Mankato. A bus will take New
Ulm people to the meeting. Members were encouraged to
attend.
Family Night on the Dairy Farm. M. Schroeder reported that the tentative date is Thursday, July 25. She
hopes to have some kind of food available.
The meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. on a motion by
Tony Guggisberg and second by D. Fischer.
The next meeting is Tuesday, April 2 at Upper Midwest Management.
Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klossner, Secretary

The Hub Club will man the Cash Wise Brat Stand June 7-8
Watch for more details in future newsletters

Contact information for 2019 Hub Club Officers & Directors
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Director
Events Director
Pub. Rel. Director
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Ken Reckard—Phone: 507-301-1570; Email: kreckard@comcast.net or ken.reckard@bayer.com
Christina Schwab—Phone: 354-5922; Email: cschwab@live.com
Julie Wilson—Phone: 507-276-1105; Email: juliesell@hotmail.com
Ruth Klossner—Phone: 507-240-0048; Email: cowladyruth@gmail.com or hubclub@newulmtel.net
Shannon Hillesheim— Phone: 276-0716; Email: shillesheim@bankmidwest.com
Randy Schroeder—Phone: 507-246-1000; Email: rschroeder@frandsenbank.com
Kevin Yager—Phone: 507-228-8283 (W); Email: kyager@citizensmn.com
Don Sanderson—Phone: 354-8524; Email: don@sandersonsf.com
Beth Fluegge—Phone: 507-359-2260 or 507-993-5195; Email: kdfluegge@nutelecom.net
Doug Schottle—Phone: 507-217-6186; Email: dschottle@ummc.co
Marie Guggisberg—Phone: 507-276-8615; Email: marieg@nutelecom.net

Annual Ag Day Parade
March 19 on Minnesota Street
What a difference a week makes! From snow, wind,
cold, and rain a week earlier, March 19 was a beautiful
day for the Ag
Day parade.

From small to large and from old to new, there was
quite a variety in the 2019 parade. About 20 units
took part, thanks to recruitment efforts by New Ulm
FFA members.

This daycare group comes to watch every year.
Joe Maidl and ag
teacher Jeff Nelson coordinated things, with help
from Delmar, Del, and
Michele. FFA members
carried the flags and
banner, handed out
candy and did “play-byplay” on KNUJ.

Attendance was great on the first day—the only
day—of the 2019 Farm Show.

The Farm Show got off to a good start on Friday
Unfortunately—with
the threat of
bad weather,
exhibitors and
Farm Show
committee
members decided to shut
down the show
at closing time
Friday

The seminar room was nearly
filled when Machinery Pete started
his first talk—and packed by the
time he finished.
Rural Minnesota mental
health counselor Ted Mathews spoke on
“Farmers in
Crisis: How
to Help.”

Our thanks to all the exhibitors and speakers!
There were a lot of
attractions for the
kids—tractors to
“drive,” lambs
and a rabbit to pet,
and baby chicks
to get acquainted
with. FFA and 4-H
members, along
with a bank, provided the animals.

KEYC interviewed show chair Don
Sanderson.

From set-up to tear down, members pitched in

The volunteer turnout was fantastic
for this year’s show—with something like 60 club and FFA members on hand for set-up Thursday night. Everyone enjoyed pizza
when the work was done. Del Fischer, Jr., and Mary Struss
chaired the food stand, with Bob and Sharlene Ahlers and John
& Leanna Fluegge taking care of hospitality. Volunteers worked the food
stand, the office and the overhead door.

Thank
you to
everyone!
When the decision was made to
close the show down Friday
night, an email to club members
brought a great
crew to help with
teardown at 8:00
p.m. Thanks to
everyone who responded on short
notice to give a
hand—teardown
took only 40 minutes and went very
smoothly.
THANK YOU!

This year’s show had a kids’
drawing, with Don Sanderson donating a “little red
wagon.” Sanderson, Community Insurance, and Joe
Maidl Auctioneer donated
the adult door prizes. Matt
Mages of Mages Land &
Auction Service sponsored
Machinery Pete’s appearance.

